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Terrorism

There is a high threat from terrorism. Bomb and grenade attacks have been
indiscriminate, including in places visited by expatriates and foreign travellers.
You should follow the advice of the local authorities, monitor local media
reports and remain vigilant. Further incidents are possible in any part of
Thailand.

Martial law has been in place in the provinces of Pattani, Yala, Narathiwat
and in the Sadao district of Songkhla province since 2006. The security
authorities can detain suspects without charge, censor the media, conduct
searches and seize documents. The FCO advise against all but essential travel
to the provinces of Pattani, Yala, Narathiwat and Songkhla. In April 2014 the
Australian authorities indicated that extremists might be planning to target
westerners in the southern border provinces.

There is considered to be a heightened threat of terrorist attack globally
against UK interests and British nationals, from groups or individuals
motivated by the conflict in Irag and Syria. You should be vigilant at this time.
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Advise against all but essential travel

See our travel advice before travelling
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Violence in Southern Thailand - Yala, Pattani, Narathiwat, and Songkhla: The deep south of Thailand has experienced almost daily incidents of
criminally and politically motivated violence for many years, including acts attributed to armed local separatist groups, resulting in more than 6,000
deaths since 2004. Most targeted attacks are directed at security officials and Thai government interests. Bombings have also struck public and
commercial areas. On May 6, 2014, explosions in downtown Hat Yai in Songkhla Province targeted a police station and a 7-Eleven convenience store,
injuring ten. On May 24, 2014, three people were killed and 73 injured in multiple bombing attacks in a busy part of Pattani, including at three 7-
Eleven convenience stores. The July 25 bombing of a hotel in Betong, Yala—an area popular with Malaysian tourists—killed three people and
wounded over 30. Past attacks include the almost simultaneous bombings in 2012 at one of Hat Yai’s largest hotels and a Yala commercial district,
which together killed at least 13 people and injured hundreds, including a number of tourists from other parts of Southeast Asia. A separate car
bomb attack on an upscale hotel in Pattani in July 2012 injured three people.

The U.S. Embassy prohibits its personnel from traveling to the far south of Thailand — specifically, Narathiwat, Pattani, and Yala provinces — without
prior approval, and Embassy personnel may go there only on work-essential travel. U.S. Embassy and Consulate personnel must provide advance
notification of travel to Songkhla province, and they are advised to use hotels outside Hat Yai’s central business district. The Department of State
urges you to defer non-emergency travel to these areas. If you must travel to these areas, you should exercise special caution and remain vigilant
with regard to your personal security. You should be aware that martial law has been in force in the far southern region since 2005, and Thai
authorities have on occasion instituted special security measures in affected areas, such as curfews, military patrols, or random searches.

hF5

Advisories

Southern provinces of Narathiwat, Pattani, Songkhla and Yala - Avoid all travel
Global Affairs Canada advises against all travel to and through the far southern provinces of Narathiwat, Pattani, Songkhla (including the city of Hat Yai)
and Yala. These provinces have been experiencing criminally and politically motivated violent incidents. See Security for more information.
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Southern provinces - Yala, Pattani, Narathiwat and Songkhla: We strongly
advise you not to travel at this time to the southern provinces of Yala, Pattani,
Narathiwat and Songkhla, or overland to and from the Malaysian border through
these provinces due to high levels of ongoing violence in these regions. This
includes travel by train or road between Thailand and Malaysia.

We advise against all travel here due to the very high risk. If you do travel, you
should typically seek professional security advice. Be aware that regular travel
insurance policies will be void and that the Australian Government is unlikely to

be able to provide consular assistance.
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