Ethical issues in educational research:
Universal principles, local practices
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Abstract

Researchers in many countries are increasingly required to follow standardised
procedures for the ethical conduct of a research projects involving other people. In
applying for formal approval, they need to understand universal principles such as
the prevention of harm to participants, ensuring their privacy and/or confidentiality,
resolving potential conflicts of interest, etc. They are then expected to follow the
procedural guidelines or regulations issued by their university when in the field.
However, ethical practices are often culturally-specific: conduct considered
appropriate in one context may be very different in another. This may require the
researcher to modify, to a greater or lesser extent, the planned ethical procedures.
Based on a series of case studies (soon to be published), this presentation considers
some of the ethical dilemmas faced by international PhD students enrolled in a New
Zealand university while collecting data in their home countries, or else with
international participants in New Zealand. In particular, attention will be focused on
their reflections after their fieldwork on some of the decision they made — often on
the spur of the moment — as to whether they were ethically appropriate.
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