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Address of the President of the
University of Tokyo at the
2012 Fall-Semester Diploma
Presentation/Graduation
Ceremony

On behalf of all the staff of the University of
Tokyo, I would like to extend our sincere
congratulations to all of you who have been
awarded a doctor’s, master’s, professional, or
bachelor’s degree by the University. I would
also like to congratulate your families, who
supported you while you studied or engaged
in research, and are present here today to wit-

ness your academic achievements.

The total number of students completing
their postgraduate courses by the autumn of
this year is 493. Of which there are 262 doc-
tor’s degree graduates, 193 master’s degree
graduates, and 38 professional degree gradu-
ates. There are 250 international students,
who account for about a half of the total. 44

undergraduate students have also graduated.
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Many of you will now go out into society,
while others will continue their research.
Unfortunately, the current environment sur-
rounding us, both in Japan and around the
world, cannot be described as friendly. In
Japan, despite the fact that enormous efforts
need to be devoted to national reconstruc-
tion after the great earthquake, the state of
the country’s finances remains difficult.
Rapidly declining birthrates and an aging
population have the potential to undermine
the vitality of society. Economic growth has
remained low for many years. Japanese soci-
ety is not alone in facing such difficulties.
Many societies that are now enjoying growth
also face numerous challenges, not only eco-
nomic but also in relation to the environment,
energy, social inequality, safety, and individual

freedom.

It is my wish that you all receiving a degree
today will continue to develop and seek to
excel, so that you can contribute to overcom-
ing these challenges, and play leadership roles
in creating a new era. I make this wish
because you will need to continue to acquire
more knowledge and wisdom, if you are to
respond successfully to the dramatic changes
that the new era brings. A thirst for knowl-
edge was at the root of your decisions to
study at the University of Tokyo. Now, you
have acquired the internal resources and
strengths needed to sustain your progress
based on the extensive foundation of knowl-
edge accumulated during your time at the

University.

You are expected to use those strengths to de-
velop further. To this end, there are two
kinds of consciousness to which I would like
to draw to your attention. One is to have a
conscious sense of crisis. In other words, you
need to cast a critical eye and scrutinize your-

self to fairly judge if the extent to which you
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have developed until now can continue sup-
porting you tomorrow. While changes that
come with the passage of time threaten our
existence slowly, crises that can have an im-
mediate impact are often hidden deep in our
minds. A crisis itself is of course dangerous,
but it is equally dangerous if one is not con-

scious of its existential threat.

Taking an example from our own backyard,
at the University of Tokyo today we believe
that a sense of crisis is very important for the
pursuit of advanced education and research
activities. The University has maintained its
academic competitiveness at a high level,
supported by a pool of knowledge accumu-
lated during a history of over 130 years, and
the positive social and economic environ-
ments surrounding the University. The
University of Tokyo is a huge organization,
and it has become familiar with success. It is,
therefore, quite natural to think that our
influential position in the academic world
will remain unshakable as long as we carry on
doing what we have always done. However,
the tide of globalization is rising, allowing
people, goods, and services to flow freely
around the world. Japanese society as a whole
is also undergoing dramatic changes, both
economically and socially. Under these cir-
cumstances, we must ask ourselves with a
keen sense of crisis: “If we are to sustain our
position as one of the world’s top universi-
ties, can we carry on as we have always done
in the past?” We must re-evaluate whether
the systems and ways of thinking that we
have always assumed to be best are still

relevant.

When considering the ideal University and
considering the ideal society, our thoughts
and aspirations tend to be constrained by
entrenched systems and frameworks. Faced

with a difficult situation, we try to maneuver
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around problems within the structures of
conventional systems, while attempting to
improve those systems only partially. This
happens often. If everything is going fairly
well, we tend to become complacent. But, in
doing so, we lose opportunities to undertake
essential reforms. At a time when society is
changing so radically, we can soon find our-
selves lagging far behind our peers, unless we
have a critical eye to question the validity of
our existing systems and perceptions. I sin-
cerely hope that you will not fall into such a
trap as you travel the paths to become key

players in creating a new era.

The second point I think is important for
your continued self-improvement, is to have
a consciousness of others. You must have had
various experiences while at the University.
Among these, one of the most influential
must have been connected with the Great
East Japan Earthquake. In the critical after-
math of the earthquake, tsunami, and nuclear
power plant accident, I believe many of you
asked: “What can I do to help the people
stricken by the disaster?” Always keep that
thought in your mind, as you undertake fur-
ther research, or apply the results of your
research in society. That is one way to be
conscious of other people. There is no doubt
that continued awareness of the devastation
brought by the great earthquake will have
significant impacts, directly or indirectly, on
your research and the way you approach each

day of your lives.

The need to be conscious of others is not
necessarily limited to matters related to disas-
ters. It also applies to the way you connect
with the community at large. Those of you
joining the corporate world will inevitably be
asked to be more conscious of other people
than you are at present. You will interact with

senior staff, colleagues, and customers, who

will all be strangers to you, and who may be
very different from the people you knew at
the University. I would like you to enjoy such
encounters and have them feed your further
growth as a human being and a member of
society. You may be bewildered at first to
encounter people whose ways of thinking
and values differ from yours, and people who
approach life in a different way from you.
However, as you move on to interact with
those people, you will find yourself drawing
upon previously unknown internal strengths.
This process, which will continue throughout
your lives, is the essence of personal develop-
ment, and it all starts with an empathy with

others.

I would like those of you who plan to remain
at the University and continue research also
to be conscious of others. They may be in
your inner circles—perhaps researchers in
other academic fields. Please try to be con-
scious of these people and fields. Among the
various kinds of issues we face today, whether
social or academic, many can be solved by
having people from several different fields
join forces, rather than being tackled by
people from a just one specialized field. This
moment in time, when you receive academic
degrees, marks one of the turning points of
your academic careers, so it offers you an
excellent opportunity to re-evaluate your
ability to empathize with others. Your ability
to expand your expertise will also be further
enhanced if you not only pursue your spe-
cialized fields of study, but also take a broader

view and explore other fields.

We are indeed in an era when problems are
characterized by their diversity and unpre-
dictability. However, as you know from your
experience studying in a faculty or research-
ing at a graduate school, overcoming difficul-

ties always leads to something new and
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exciting. As you grow to become leaders in
creating a new era, it is my sincere hope that
all of you will overcome every challenge that

rises up before you.
I wish you all good luck in the future.
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Graduation Ceremony Student
Representative’s Speech

— Suppakitpaisarn Vorapong

President Hamada distinguished faculty

fellow graduates

It is my great pleasure and honour to have
been selected to address this assemblage. On
behalf of the graduating master and doctoral
students of the University of Tokyo, I would
like to discuss about the memory and experi-
ence that most of us have shared together
during last few years at our beloved institu-

tion, the University of Tokyo.

In these last few years, most of us might have
been able to experience and enjoy the thing
called “research”. Some of us might have been
forced to read more than a hundred of
research papers, just to find out that someone
is doing the same thing as us in the 97", Some
of us need to leave the university after half
past midnight when the best way to get home
might be the short fence close to Yayoi gate.
Later, we learnt that the main gate would
open at 7 o’clock, 30 minutes after we

climbed the fence.

Those kinds of things made our life as a grad-
uate student really enjoyable, but they cannot
be compared to the next thing I would like to
mention. I do think that everyone here agree
with me; the thing that really make our
research life meaningful is the dedication of all
faculty members and all university staffs.
During my last 5 years and a half at
Department of Computer Science, Graduate
School of Information Science and
Technology, we had a distinct chance to be
motivated by these distinguished people. We
came to realize that our faculty members and
university staffs are dedicating every single

minutes for the success of their students, as for

the advancement of science and technology.

Let me give some examples to show you how
much dedicative they are. I think everyone
here cannot forget our experience in the
Tohoku earthquake and tsunami in March
2011. I was at Kyoto at the time, but came
back to Tokyo a day later. At that time, we
were in the middle of rumor. Many ambassa-
dors were suggesting people to leave Japan,
while many Japanese people were getting back
to their hometown. During that confusing
period, it was my professor who spent nights
improving a manuscript for a conference with
me. It was professors in our department who
tried their best and collected the information
of their students. They made sure that their
students are all safe, and they found the safest
way to protect their students for more terrible
thing that could happen. Also, professors and
staffs at international student center worked
hard to research and keep us update with the
most precise information to us. Without those
contributions, I do not think I could have
passed that confusing period. That’s why I
would like to use this opportunity to give,

once again, my sincere thanks to them.

I think that everyone here agree with me that
this graduation ceremony is not the end, but
another starting point. From now on, we will
use those dedicative spirits as our role models
to move our world forward; making the com-
munication between countries more secure
and seamless; building a better computation
model and help other research areas discover-
ing more knowledge; creating new technolo-
gies that can help disabilities to enjoy their life
as others and bridge the gap between rich and
poor. Last but not least, we promise to dedi-
cate ourselves to motivate more people to push
this world forward with us, as what faculty
members and staffs have done, and always do.

Thank you very much.
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Addpress of the President of the
University of Tokyo at the
2012 Fall-Semester
Matriculation Ceremony

Welcome to the University of Tokyo. On
behalf of all the staff of the University, I would
like to welcome you and extend our heartfelt
congratulations to all of you who have entered
the University. I sincerely hope that you will
lead a fulfilling life in the world of academia—
a source of personal growth and inspiration. I
would also like to express my congratulations
and gratitude to your families who supported
you, both financially and with affection, on

the journey that brought you here today.

The total number of students entering our
graduate schools this autumn is 488. Of

which, there are 219 in master’s courses, 233
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in doctor’s courses, and 36 in professional
degree courses. In addition, we are joined by
students taking part in a new scheme called
PEAK—Programs in English at Komaba. This
is the first undergraduate degree program of
the University of Tokyo to be taught entirely
in English. We have selected PEAK students
from among exceptional applicants worldwide
using the Admissions Office examination
method, and offered courses to 27 students
during the first year of the program. As a
result, there are 374 international students,

who account for more than 70% of the total.

The autumn entrance ceremony, therefore,
offers an international atmosphere that differs
from the spring ceremony, and symbolizes our
globalization initiative. Education at the
University of Tokyo has always been pursued
to the highest intellectual standards. In recent
years, the University has also focused on the
concept and policy outlined “Promoting glo-
balization, intellectual toughness, and personal
resilience.” We advocate this policy because
we believe that developing a global vision and
encouraging toughness and resilience stimu-
lates students, and helps them better demon-
strate their intellectual strengths in society,
while also creating a virtuous circle that
assures continuous improvements in every

aspect.

I believe that all of you present here today are
well qualified to act with a global vision and
to be intellectually tough. While studying and
researching at the University, you are expected
to become conscious of the meaning of self-
expression and its associated responsibilities.
Today, I would like to show you the impor-
tant concepts underlying self-expression,
about which T talked also to the new students
who attended the spring entrance ceremony
for the graduate schools this year. Those of

you entering a graduate school will, no doubrt,
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become aware of your responsibilities when
presenting papers and research results. Those
of you entering an undergraduate course
might have been accustomed to a passive
approach to learning, but at the University,
you will have many opportunities to think
and express yourself more proactively. I believe
that the starting point of your studies at the
University is to remain conscious of the mean-
ing of self-expression, and the responsibility it

brings.

What does expressing yourself mean? The first
thing that comes to mind is to communicate
something to others. That is correct. However,
underlying the action of expressing yourself is
self-realization. I have been researching free-
dom of expression issues and theories for
many years. In that context, the term self-real-
ization is used as one of the key functions of
free expression. In other words, expressing
yourself will actualize your potentiality as a
human being through the mental action of
extracting your inner self. This in turn
becomes instrumental in forming your per-
sonal qualities. An action of expression serves
as a catalyst for activating your feelings and
thoughts. If, for example, you were allowed to
undertake as much research as you wished,
but were told not to publicize the results,
many of you would cease to grow not only as
researchers but also as human beings. That is
why freedom of expression is, among various
other freedoms, deemed particularly impor-
tant to us. Expressing yourself, therefore, is
closely related to the personal qualities that are
the essence of a human being. By understand-
ing such basic implications of the action of
expressing yourself, you will find clues to

learning what rules and manners expression

should follow.

First of all, your expression must be sincere.

When you try to express something through a
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form such as a research thesis, you must strug-
gle to find your own words and sentences,
rather than taking the easy path of borrowing
words from others. Moreover, you must sweat
blood to collect reference materials and data
that convincingly support what you want to
express. The many great academics who came
before us together accumulated an enormous
store of accomplishments. I would like you to
explore, through your own words and efforts,
what your personal qualities can add to those
accomplishments. Since expression is closely
linked to personal qualities, it is sincerity of
expression that represents sincerity of personal
qualities. Through the process of struggling in
an action of expression, that is, only through
the tough process of struggling to find the
right words, frame sentences, and collect refer-
ence materials and data, can you achieve self-

development.

When you think about the significance of
expression, you will notice that expression has
a personal function, that is self-realization,
and at the same time it has a social function,
that is a means to access the truth. Those who
have experience of undertaking research
should be familiar with this sense. Saying a
“truth” may sound like an exaggeration, but
we can take a broader interpretation of truth
encompassing not only objective recognition
and proof in terms of natural sciences, but
also the best standards for pursuing knowledge
effectively and rationally. It is the destiny of
people who engage in studies and research to
work their fingers to the bone to reach the
truth or the best result, or to get as close to

them as possible.

In the process of seeking a truth, you must
prepare yourself to understand that what you
had believed to be an unshakable fact or
theory is often only a tentative truth—one

that has the possibility of being supplanted by

others. Self-expression is a form of personal
behavior described as self-realization, and at
the same time, it is a form of social behavior.
You must, therefore, keep in mind that what
you express may provoke dispute or criticism.
I would say that placing yourself within the
process of dispute or criticism is the essence of

engaging in academic activities.

Speaking about the social function of expres-
sion, I would like you to bear in mind that
what you express will not remain the expres-
sion of an average person. It will often become
the expression of a specialist. It is no surprise
that expression based on specialized research
on a specific theme will be treated with more
weight by society than the expressions of a lay-
person, even if it stems from the research
results of a student. When expressing yourself,
both personal responsibility and responsibility
to society request a sincere expression follow-

ing serious verification.

From now, you will undertake activities in
which you will express yourself in a variety of
forms, producing an enormous volume of
expression. Under the pressure of limited time
available to write many papers or to prepare
for presentations, you might fail to act respon-
sibly as to their content and expression, or
might neglect to verify their veracity. Such
dangers always lie before us. So, always be
aware of the tensions that should underlie an
act of self-expression. I believe this awareness
will lead you to become a mature specialist

and intellectual.

The University of Tokyo offers a warm wel-
come to all of you who join us as colleagues to
challenge academic boundaries. I very much
look forward to learning of your achievements

and wish you all the best of luck.
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Dean’s Congratulatory Address

We are very happy to welcome you as incom-
ing students of Fall 2012 at the University of
Tokyo. Although a majority of both under-
graduate and graduate students enter the
University in April—the beginning of tradi-
tional Japanese academic year—we have
started and expanded our October intake in
recent years. Students starting in the fall are
mostly those in various international pro-
grams that are taught in English. Although
the University of Tokyo has hosted many
exchange students and research visitors in the
past, it is relatively new that the University
created several degree programs that are
taught in English. The University is moving
toward full internationalization and global-
ization: The numbers of English-taught
classes and international students are increas-

ing very quickly.

There are several international programs that
are taught in English in different schools
within the University of Tokyo. Although we
share information so that we can provide
better academic environment for foreign stu-
dents, each program is quite independent.
Let me give some information, as an exam-
ple, on the Graduate School of Public Policy
where I am Dean. We established an interna-
tional program in Master of Public Policy—
MPP/IP for short—two years ago. Just last
week we sent off the first class of our

graduates.

Prior to establishing MPP/IP, the Graduate
School of Public Policy—or GraSPP for
short—had engaged in exchange students
with Columbia University, Lee Kuan Yew
School of Public Policy, and Sciences Po, so
an introduction of international program at

GraSPP was a natural next step toward full

13

internationalization. We now have double
degree programs with those affiliated schools,

I have just mentioned.

Now GraSPP has one-third of students from
abroad, and two-thirds from Japanese univer-
sities. Students take the same classes taught
in English. It is not yet, but getting close to,
an ideal cosmopolitan campus at the
University of Tokyo: Future leaders of Asia,
future leaders in international community at
large, and future leaders of Japan share expe-
riences of academic and social life, here at the

University.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Now you are starting your student life at the
University of Tokyo. Some of you are quite
excited about the opportunities to learn here;
and some of you are not so confident and
nervous at uncertainties regarding life in
Tokyo. I would not worry about social life in
Tokyo, as Japanese people are known to be
very helpful to foreigners as well as fellow
Japanese. On the other hand, academic life at
University can be difficult and challenging.
Let me give you my thoughts, as an econo-

mist, about University education.

We, as faculty, are confident that what we
teach here will become a part of your lifelong
assets in what economists call “human capi-
tal.” Indeed the University is the place that
you invest in yourself. Returns to the invest-
ment will last for the rest of your life. Returns
may take a form of increased compensation
at your work—this we call private returns.
Of course, financial returns are not all of
what you will gain. Returns include psycho-
logical satisfaction and sense of achievement.
But, returns may also take a form of contri-
bution to the society. What you invent or

what you create with better education may
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have far greater value to the society at large.
You may not be rewarded for the increased
technological advance that the society
receives from your contribution in knowl-
edge. Simply put, output from your increased
human capital exceeds your private return.
This we call social returns. Suppose you
invent a new drug that cures a particular
form of cancer. You obtain a patent on the
drug. The patent earns you private returns;
but values to patients and the society at large
are more than financial returns you receive.
Patients may receive good health; families are
happy; and benefits may go far beyond what
they pay as costs of drugs. This is social
returns. University education gives you both

private returns and social returns.

The similar statement can be made for educa-
tion for future political leaders or corporate
executives. We should not lose sight on social

returns.

One of the reasons why many countries and
states have subsidized university education
with tax payers’ money is precisely the exis-
tence of social returns. You are lucky to earn
private returns that go beyond costs of
tuition, time, and efforts, but the society is
lucky to have you at the University of Tokyo,
since we believe that your contribution to the
society later is worth Japanese tax payers’

money.

In the globalized world, benefits to the soci-
ety go much farther than the country’s
border. Can you imagine the world without
computers; without operating systems of
computers; and without social networking
service? Those inventers have become billion-
aires, but social returns are much larger than
their private returns. Although some of those
geniuses contributing to the current IT world

are former drop outs from University, their

experiences at University undoubrtedly
inspired their future inventions. And some of
them have contributed back to the society

through philanthropy activities.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Many of you are from Asia. Some of you are
from other regions, having strong interest in
Asia. The 21* century is said to be Asia’s

century.

Asia used to be a region of poverty. The so-
called poverty-trap was common place.
People were poor, so that they cannot obtain
sanitary environment for healthy life or edu-
cation. Hence, their human capital remained
low, and earnings would not rise. In fact, Dr.
Gunnar Myrdal, who later would receive the
Nobel Prize for economics, published a book
called, Asian Drama: An Inquiry into the
Poverty of Nations, (Allen Lane, 1968) in
1968. In his book, Myrdal studied the
Southeast Asia, in particular, India and
Indonesia. He advocated population control,
promotion of agriculture, investment in
health care and education. He was pessimis-
tic about domestic investment for industrial-
ization and exports. Clearly he viewed large
population as disadvantage, and his predica-

ment on Asia was rather pessimistic.

One of the most popular books that changed
the image of Asia was published after many
Asian countries achieved high growth: The
World Bank’s The East Asian Miracle, (Oxford
University Press, 1993) in 1993. The book
gave Asian economies with congratulatory
remarks and optimistic views. Asian coun-
tries, unlike Latin American and African
countries, succeeded in achieving high eco-
nomic growth by promoting manufacturing

and exports.
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However, the optimism was dashed in the
Asian currency crisis of 1997-98. The econo-
mies in Asia suffered from currency crisis,
banking crisis and deep recession. Moreover,
Asia was accused of having crony capitalism,
too much government intervention and poor
banking supervision. The regional effort was
made to provide liquidity to Asian countries.
The so-called Asian Monetary Fund (AMF)
was proposed, but it did not realize due to
oppositions of the European-controlled IMF
and US Treasury. They argued that Asian
countries cannot be tough on each other so
the conditionality (=conditions for liquidity

assistant) would be too soft.

Fifteen years later, Europe is now in crisis.
They are now creating their own regional
mechanism, called European Stability

Mechanism (ESM). This is a mechanism very

similar to what Asian countries originally

aiming at.

The point is that a region experiences the rise
and fall of economic conditions and manage-

ment. So is economic thinking.

This is history.

Now you will have a chance to make a his-
tory in the 21" century. You will experience
firsthand the rise of Asia. This is exciting.
Not only you witness, but make impact on
the history of Asia in the 21" century. You
are so lucky to be here. Do not be arrogant,
even if you, or your country, become success-
ful, because troubles may be around the
corner. You have to be humble, always—that

is what history teaches us.

Again, congratulations and welcome!

Thank you.
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Matriculation Student

Representative’s Speech
— Chun SeHyun

I would like to thank our President, Professor
Junichi Hamada, and our Representative of
the Deans, Professor Takatoshi Ito, for their
truly inspiring words. It is a great honor for
me to be at this spot and speak on behalf of
the newly entering students of the University

of Tokyo. Thank you.

This day marks the new beginning for all of
us students. It is the starting point of our
four years of university life, and we will learn
not only from our classes but also from each
other. However, due to the nature of this
program, we probably have an array of
diverse and interesting backgrounds, and we

will have our differences.

Although we will have the chances to social-
ize in person, I believe this world we are
living in is also bonding globally. It isn’t dif-
ficult to notice the interchange of social and
cultural aspects across the globe over the
internet. I mean, all it takes to make a friend
from half way across the planet is to click
Add Friend on Facebook, and you can peek
into the lives of people you admire by follow-
ing them on Twitter. Although I am not a
huge fan of SNS, it seems to be the trend

whether you like it or not.

Nevertheless, despite all these social network
services, it would be foolish to think that this
world is one and united. Ironic as it is, I see
that the active exchange of global-wise infor-
mation brings out the age-old problems more
acutely. Recently, I read on the newspaper
that a movie called “Innocence of Muslims”
has created much anger and disturbance in

the Middle East, resulting in the death of a

United States ambassador and 224 injured

people in Egypt.

To borrow the words of Dr. Edward O.
Wilson, we have emotions of Stone Age,
institutions of the Medieval Age, and godlike
technology. Even with the invention of tele-
phones, smart phones, the internet, Free
Trade Agreements, capitalism, and an array
of numberless means for globalization, we
still have the disjunction of religious dogmas,
the dissonance from political compartmental-
ization, and clashes of ideologies. Obviously, I
have no solutions for such grave matters.
However, to end my humble address, I would
like to make a not-so-humble proposition.
For the next four years of our lives, let us try
to see the world with open minds, without
bias or prejudice, and challenge ourselves
with the infinite number of interesting prob-

lems this world has to offer. Thank you.

Matriculation Student
Representative’s Speech
— Lee Seohyun

Good morning. I am very honored to stand
here as a representative of who newly enter
the university of Tokyo today. At first, I
would like to thank to the president of uni-
versity and dean for their speech. Thank you

very much for your encouraging words.

I can see that all the students here, including
me, have studied hard to reach today. So fi-
nally now we can enjoy and celebrate this

wonderful day.

But also, we have to always remember we are
now on the starting line, as a beginner in a
professional academic field. We are here with
more pure motivations than any other times

in our lives. The motivation to move us step
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further into in-depth researches. No matter
where you come from, no matter what you
study, at this very moment, I believe our pas-

sion twinkles in the most bright color.

As we start new phase of our lives in this aca-
demic field, I can say that all of our poten-
tials finally found the right place to be
dedicated. Highly motivated young potential,
this is the essential of creating new values.
Unlike in industry, in schools, we never con-
sume our potential. Rather, we add to it, so
that it can grow bigger and bigger, just like a
snowball. With these potentials, we will
develop: ideas that makes our society a better
community, and technologies that makes

tomorrow a better future.

The world today requires young pioneers
more urgently than ever. Although it might
seem to impossible to draw all the picture we
dream, I can say the imagination is the key. I
believe we should recall that all the impossi-
bles became possible by the person who

simply dreamed it, at first.

Of course, a great challenge hardly succeeds
when you do it alone. The state-of-art
researches that we have to take part in nowa-
days, requires more interdisciplinary works
just like a thousand-piece puzzle. As every
one piece of puzzle get together in the same
frame for completing a big picture, we need
many specialists in various fields even when
it comes to performing a single project. In
other words, the impossibles are getting more
possible if we dream together. And today, we
got this precious opportunity to dream a

future together.

To add just one more word, because we
changed our stage into here in Japan, I
believe it is also a good idea to know and

learn Japanese spirit, as a valuable virtue. As

you know, the Japanese word “Ganbaru”
means trying hard and a lot of people say it
to encourage someone or sometimes them-
selves. Interestingly however, “Ganbaru” not
only means working diligently, but also it
implies that we retain a strong and strict will
in deep inside our heart and continue to tol-
erate difficulties whatsoever. I expect we also
will surmount any obstacles, as ponding over

this word every time we say it.

I believe almost all of us here still remember
the first moment when we fell in love with
our majors. To some people, it might be
meteoric shower in the night sky. To some
people, it might be a frog with splendid skin
at the first biology experiment.For me, it was
a beautiful numbers on the black board in
my first physics class, which seemed to illu-
minate all the natural phenomena. Now, we
are standing in front of a huge black board
which is named future, and we have a chalk
in our hands which is named imagination.
Dreaming together, let us keep drawing our
own story on the board from now on, so that
finally we build a world where anybody can

dream a future. Thank you.
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