
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
         
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Higher Secondary 
Class 11-12   Age 16-18  
 

Undergraduate 
Arts, Humanities, Commerce, Science 
3 years (Delhi Uni.,etc.) 
Engineering 4 years (IIT, NIT, IIST, etc.) 
Medicine (AIIMS, etc.), Law 5 years 
Yoga (3 yrs), Ayurveda (5.5 yrs) 

Integrated Programs (5 
year BS-MS dual degree 
with major in biology, 
chemistry, mathematics 
and physics. - IISER )     

  

 4-year B.Tech and the 5-year dual-
degree, i.e. combined B.Tech and 
M.Tech, programmes are held annually. 

 5-year integrated programme, leads to 
Master of Arts (M.A.) degree in three 
major streams - Development Studies, 
Economics and English Studies.  

(IIT, Chennai) 
 

Integrated degrees - B.E. 
(Hons.), B.Pharm. (Hons.), 
M.M.S (Master of 
Management Studies), 
M.Sc. (Hons.), M.Sc. 
(Tech.), and M.A. (Hons.). 
BITs, Pilani  
 

Graduate 
2 years JNU, IIT, IIM, IISc., AIIMS 
Doctoral (about) 3~4 years 
(IISc, JNCASR, NCBS etc.) 
 

Professional 
Engineer, 
Chartered 
Accountant, 
Lawyer 

IAS, IFS, IPS, IRTS, IRS 
Exams  
(2 years training after 
passing exams)  

Integrated Ph.D. program 
after B.Sc. (presently at 
Kolkata and Pune, coming 
up soon at other IISERs).  

ME degree - 4-year Integrated 
Higher Degree Programme for 
B.Sc. Graduates BITS, Pilani  

Research Scientist 
(TIFR, ISRO, SINP, AIIMS) 

 

National Defense Academy (Army, 

Navy, Air Force) 3 years  

Overseas for further education 
2009: 195,107 Indians studying abroad 
USA: 101,563; UK: 34,065  
 

The Higher Education System in India 

東京大学インド事務所 
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AIIMS: All India Institute of Medical Sciences, New Delhi 

BITS: Birla Institute of Technology and Science, Pilani (also campuses in Hyderabad, Goa) 

B. Tech: Bachelors of Technology        M. Tech: Masters of Technology 

IAS: Indian Administrative Service      IFS: Indian Foreign Service          IPS: Indian Police Service      

IRS: Indian Revenue Service 

IRTS: Indian Railway Traffic Service 

IIM: Indian Institute of Management (Ahmedabad, Bangalore, Kolkata etc.) 

IISC: Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore 

IISER: Indian Institute of Science Education and Research, Pune 

IIT: Indian Institute of Technology 

IIST: Indian Institute of Space Science and Technology, Thiruvananthapuram 

ISRO: Indian Space Research Organisation (Head Quarters in Bangalore) 

JNCASR: Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for Advanced Scientific Research, Bangalore 

JNU: Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi 

NCBS: National Centre for Biological Sciences, Bangalore 

NIT: National Institute of Technology 

SINP: Saha Institute of Nuclear Physics, Kolkata 

TIFR: Tata institute of Fundamental Research, Mumbai 

 

Secondary  
Class 9-10   Age 14-16 

Primary  
Class 1-5  Age 6-11 

Kindergarten 

 Age 4-5 

Private school system: 
Kindergarten (Age 4) to 
Class 12 (Age 18) 

Compulsory 
Education under 
the Right to 
Education Act 
2009  

Upper Primary  
Class 6-8  Age 11-14 

Note: Indian Education System 5-3-2-2 

Class 10 and 12: National Examination 

After Class 12 some fields like engineering, medicine, 

law require special entrance examinations for 

university. Admission for Arts, Humanities, and 

Science courses are based on Class 12 exam results.  

 


