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One of the reasons why India and Japan have good relations now is because of
two events. One is the relationship between Mahatma Gandhi and Fujii Guruji
(1885-1985), the other is Subhas Chandra Bose and Battle of Imphal.

In this paper these two important historic events are analyzed from the point of
India-Japan relations.

Mahatma Gandhi and Subhas Chandra Bose are two important freedom fighters
for Indian Independence. Their collaboration with Japan had important historical
meanings and its influence lasts until today.

Gandhi could have a very good impression on Japanese people through the actual
relationship with Nipponzan Myohoji monk Fujii Guruji and his two disciples
Gyoryo Maruyama and Keisho Tenzaki. They collaborated towards Independence
from the spiritual side.

As Gandhi fought for Independence, so Chandra Bose fought for Independence
but in a different way. The idea of Chandra Bose was that the enemy of Indian
enemy was Indian friend. Chandra Bose led Indian National Army and fought with
Japan against Britain. This idea was different from Gandhi’s idea but their
passions for Indian Independence were the same.
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When we talk of the relationship between Mahatma Gandhi and Japan, we can
say that the relationship between Mahatma Gandhi and Fujii Guruji (1885-1985)
was the most important. At Gandhi’s Sevagram Ashram prayers still commence
with the Japanese Nichiren Buddhist mantra of “Namu-myoho-renge-kyo”. “Namu-
myoho-renge-kyo” is the mantra of Japanese Nichiren Buddhism. We wonder why
the mantra of Nichiren Buddhism is recited at first in Gandhi’s very important
Sevagram Ashram. This is because of the relationship between Gandhi and Fujii
Guruji which had significant value.

This paper, following the life of Fujii Guruji, describes the background of his
creation of Nipponzan Myohoji sect of Japanese Nichiren Buddhism and spotlights
the scene of the meeting of Gandhi and Fujii Guruji in 1933. Gandhi and Fujii
Guruji were greatly impressed with each other. Fujii Guruji promoted peace
activities after the Pacific War and became the first president of Japan-Bharat
Sarvodaya Mitrata Sangha (Japan India Sarvodaya Friendship Association) which
was established in 1961 with the aim of constructing a peaceful society by non-
violence of Sarvodaya (uplift of all) spirit advocated by Mahatma Gandhi and
Japanese Buddhism.
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