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Todai, Japan Times Discuss Future Challenges
for English-Language Newspapers in East Asia:
symposium held in commemoration of The Japan
Times 110th anniversary and the University of Tokyo's
130th anniversary.

On February 16 2008, a beautiful winter day, one of
Todai's newest auditoriums, Tetsumon-Kodo was
filled by an audience of more than 300 people. This
international symposium, organized jointly by The
Japan Times and the University of Tokyo, was aimed
at exchanging opinions on the role played by English-
language newspapers in promoting closer ties among
East Asian nations.

In the keynote speech, Michel Temman, Japan
representative for Reporters Without Borders, the
Paris-based defender of the freedom of the press,
criticized the exclusive nature of Japan's journalism
culture.

This was followed by a panel discussion, moderated
by Kaori Hayashi, Associate Professor in the Graduate
School of Interdisciplinary Information Studies of the
University of Tokyo. The panel consisted of senior
journalists and academic experts from the region: Kim
Hoo Ran, an editorial writer for The Korea Herald,
Sayuri Daimon, national news editor at The Japan
Times, Amber Chang, editor in chief of The Taipei
Times, Kang Myung Koo, a professor of communication
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studies at Seoul National University, and Denis Peng,
director of the Graduate Institute of Journalism and
Multimedia Production Center at National Taiwan
University.

Participants agreed that English-language newspapers
in East Asia provide unique perspectives on political,
economic and cultural news in the region to a global
community where English is the dominant tongue. At
the same time, they recognized that the application of
many of the new digital technologies may be the key to
these newspapers future at a time when the majority
of those who read them do so online.

(by Kaori Hayashi)
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