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Richard C. Levin
Doctor, honoris causa

Richard C. Levin became Professor of Economics and Management at Yale University in 1982 and was
appointed Frederick William Beinecke Professor of Economics in 1992. He served as Chairman of the
Department of Economics from 1987 to 1992 and Dean of the Graduate School from 1992 to 1993. He has been
President of Yale University since 1993.

A distinguished economist, Dr. Levin specializes in the economics of industrial organizations and technological
innovation, including patent systems, antitrust law, and the competitiveness of American manufacturing industries.
He has published many outstanding empirical research papers in top academic journals and has led the
renaissance in empirical industrial organization studies in recent years. Dr. Levin’s pioneering research on
corporate intellectual production has brought major changes to research on innovation around the world. He has
also performed outstanding empirical analyses of Japan’s industrial policy. Moreover, Dr. Levin has played key
roles as a member of the U.S. National Academy of Sciences, National Research Council, and Census Bureau.

Since becoming President of Yale University, Dr. Levin has actively promoted the university’s
internationalization by launching the Yale Center for the Study of Globalization, setting up the Yale World Fellows
Program, which trains future global leaders, and announcing a policy to provide every undergraduate student the
opportunity to go abroad for study, research, or internships at least once during his or her college career.
Furthermore, Dr. Levin has been a strong advocate for the role that higher education should play in creating a
sustainable society. In 2005, he established the Yale Office of Sustainability and endorsed a greenhouse gas
reduction target and strategy for the University. He is also implementing various collaborative development
programs with the City of New Haven through a partnership between industry and academia, including launching
a state-of-the-art medical center. These activities led by Dr. Levin represent a pioneering style of university
education and embody the ideal relationship between universities and society. Dr. Levin chairs the Global
University Leaders Forum (GULF) at the World Economic Forum. In addition, Dr. Levin has shown very strong
leadership among the presidents of the world’s major universities, and administrators who have led Yale
University alongside Dr. Levin have gone on to become presidents of other leading universities around the world.

In September 2007, the University of Tokyo launched the Todai-Yale Initiative for Japanese Studies and
Related Humanities and Social Sciences, our University’s first overseas center for university-wide education and
research. Dr. Levin demonstrated exceptional leadership in the Initiative and contributed greatly to bringing the
project into being in a very short time. Under the Todai-Yale Initiative, University of Tokyo faculty members and
young researchers are sent to Yale and stationed there to engage in education and research activities. The
Initiative is also active in international academic exchange, sponsoring workshops and symposiums featuring
eminent scholars. The Todai-Yale Initiative is expected to play an important role in the advancement of Japanese
S]Elzll_diﬁs in the United States and thereby to make a major contribution to the internationalization of the University
of Tokyo.

As the longest-serving president of a top university, Dr. Levin plays a leadership role in the activities of the
International Alliance of Research Universities (IARU), an alliance of ten of the world’s finest research universities,
which the University of Tokyo joined in 2006. Dr. Levin has focused on the planning and implementation of
exchange programs among IARU member universities, including joint research, faculty exchanges, and student
summer programs. Thanks to the IARU, there are now many dynamic exchange programs for faculty and
students, and the University of Tokyo’s international academic exchanges with Yale University and the world’s
other top universities have been enhanced. As a result, the activities of our University have come to be noted
throughout the world in various settings. Behind this is Dr. Levin’s strong support of the University of Tokyo.

The above accomplishments of Dr. Richard Levin are deemed to fulfill the requirement for an honorary
doctorate as stated in the University of Tokyo Regulations for the Conferring of Honorary Doctorates, namely, the
requirement of having particularly distinguished accomplishments, from an international perspective, that
advance the University of Tokyo’s education and research. Therefore, with the approval of the University of
Tokyo Education and Research Council, the President of the University of Tokyo hereby confers upon Dr.
Richard C. Levin, President of Yale University, an honorary doctorate.
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