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Address of the President of the University of Tokyo
at 2010 Fall-Semester Diploma Presentation / Graduation Ceremony

i

On behalf of all the staff of the University of Tokyo, I would like to

extend our sincere congratulations to all of you who have been
awarded a doctor’s, master’s, professional, or bachelor’s degree by
the University. I would also like to congratulate your families, who
supported you while you concentrated on studies or researches, and
are present here today to witness your academic achievement.

The total number of students completing their postgraduate courses
by the autumn of this year is 375. Of which, there are 147 master’s
degree graduates, 221 doctor’s degree graduates, and 7 professional
degree graduates. There are 163 international students, accounting for
over 40% of the total. 41 undergraduate students also graduate.

Throughout our long tradition, we held our commencement
ceremonies only in March every year. This is the first also to be held
in the autumn. We planned this autumn ceremony in response to the
recent increase in the number of international students completing

their courses in September. For this reason the ceremony today,
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including my address, is given in English.

There are, I understand, many Japanese students attending here today.
We considered the option of using both English and Japanese. However,
we decided that I would speak only in English. This is because we
recognize the continuing integration of Japanese society into the global
community, especially in the academic world, and want to heighten our
awareness toward the internationalization of education. As a result, it is
only natural to think that holding the ceremony in English symbolizes
one of the future directions of the University of Tokyo.

When we use the term “internationalization,” we must remind
ourselves of the essential meaning of its underlying notion.
Internationalization does not just mean the ability to communicate in
the English language.

I would like to reflect briefly and simply on our history of
internationalization in Japan over the last century and a half. Looking
back, there was naive admiration for the scientific, technological, and
academic progress being made in the nations of Europe or in the United
States. It was thought that these advanced countries had superior
knowledge, technologies and institutions, so we attempted to import
them in order to modernize our country rapidly and smoothly. There
was a belief that Japan needed to catch up.

The idea of catching-up was the destiny of that era. It was reasonable

for one country to try to apply efficiently the highly developed



knowledge of other countries. However, it was also accompanied by a
latent risk that a mind-set of catching-up made it hard to leave the
breathing space needed to create new knowledge and nurture it.

T admit that there were some people of great ability who were not
content just to follow the progress of other nations. They applied their
creativity and gifts to achieve even greater results. However, in times
of rapid, complex and total change of society stimulated by
globalization, just as we are experiencing today, we can no longer rely
only on the abilities and creativity of a limited number of outstanding
individuals. Instead, we need to develop a system under which many
more members of our University can enjoy opportunities to be more
creative and to make valuable contributions in their fields.

The focal point when designing such a system is, in short, to link the
concept of internationalization with that of diversity. Only if we
become conscious of such a connection will we be able to transform
the task of internationalization from catching-up to the next step of
creating something new.

Internationalization involves more than issues of acquiring linguistic
ability and fresh knowledge. The essence of internationalization lies in
encounters with values, ideas, customs and other social mechanisms,
which previously were foreign to us. It is a creative clash of different
values, ideas, and customs. Through such a confrontation, which
might not always be comfortable, we gain the power to make creation
and innovation. We take up the intellectual challenge of engaging with
the world in all of its diversity. What develops, I believe, is the
resilience to respond flexibly and courageously to a new paradigm,
which in turn helps to encourage creativity. This is precisely the
meaning of internationalization in this global era, and indeed it is at
the heart of the internationalization of the University of Tokyo, which
T am responsible for driving forward.

In a way, it might be easy simply to follow dominant values, ways of
thinking and customs. However, I would like you to wrestle with them
using your inner and intellectual strength. It makes you more resilient.
While talking about this, T would also remind you of the importance of
reflecting on your own values, ways of thinking, and customs—to
understand their strengths and where necessary to question them. Such
reflection, conscious or unconscious, is the indispensible premise of a
creative encounter with different things.

I would like to address the international students who are here to
take part in commencement day. You have lived and studied in Japan
for number of years, and must have experienced such challenges and
reflections. I believe your experiences in Japan must have enhanced

your inner and intellectual strength, as well as your academic ability.

Many Japanese students who are here today, also must have had
similar opportunities for stimulating experiences.

To repeat, your resilience will be extended through struggles with
diversity. My important message to you is that such ability is required
not just in the international arena where you may pursue careers. In this
age of globalization, our daily lives involve more and more contact
with the world in a variety of ways. I hope you will keep an open mind
toward diversity even when resolving immediate domestic issues that
might entail international implications.

Change occurs sometimes without continuity. We must, therefore, be
prepared to respond flexibly and courageously to today’s diverse and
fast-moving environment without being trapped by conventional values,
ideas and customs, and to develop new insights. In fact, facing
diversity is a virtue that should help us.

Some of you will continue to undertake research activities at post-
graduate schools or as professional researchers, while others will take
up non-academic careers. Whether you are immersed in research or
depart from academia, you are ready to build your lives upon the
toughly formed intellectual foundations provided to you by the
University. Based on these foundations, you are expected to continue
exposing yourself to stimuli in all of their diversity, including those
that arise from an international environment.

On the occasion of receiving your degree, I sincerely hope that you
will reaffirm the virtue of facing diversity, and take a step forward to
be leaders in the coming era.

I wish you all good luck for your future. Thank you very much.
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Graduation Speech 2010 - Yelena Vachutinsky

Dear President of the University of Tokyo - Prof. Hamada,
academic staff and fellow graduates,

It is a big honor to address you today.

I feel proud, excited and happy to stand here, at the end of a
long, challenging journey, which required not only academic
skills, scientific curiosity, but also strong mental and personal
abilities. Of course, I could not complete it by my own.

At the name of all new graduates, I want to express my
sincere and deep gratitude to all the supervisors for providing
us with professional and patient guidance; to the University
of Tokyo, which established a scientific background to
conduct a fertile research at the world-wide level; to the
families and friends for their kind and warm support.

I especially would like to thank to the Ministry of
Education, Sport, Science and Technology of Japan for
providing necessary funds to promote science and technology
by international collaboration. The international environment
that was created in the University of Tokyo gave us an
exclusive chance to be introduced to different cultures and to
start long-term friendships with people from all over the
world.

As a foreign student, I am thankful to Japanese people for
their hospitality, and for the extraordinary opportunity I have
been honored, to conduct my scientific research in one of the

technologically leading countries, along with experiencing its
unique culture. After 3.5 years in Japan, going back to my
home-country, I am taking with me not only the research
skills and PhD diploma, but also some of the most precious
values of Japanese society, such as integrity, patience, honor.
Another feeling that fills me today is a sense of
responsibility. Graduation is not an end, it is a beginning.
Beginning of a new journey, in which we are going to
transfer our knowledge that we gained inside the university to
the society and next generations. Doctor, in its Latin origin,
means teacher. American journalist at 19" century, Margaret
Fuller, said: “If you have knowledge, let others to light their
candles at it.” And this is our big mission, I believe. And this
responsibility is not only professional; it is social and moral
as well. Personal and professional successes are not sufficient.
In the world of today, where wars, poverty, ecological
problems prevail, it is our obligation, dear graduates, to step
out of our laboratories and offices, and to lead the society to
make our Universe to be more comfortable and secure place.
I believe, that each of you today, together with diploma, will
accept the responsibility to educate, to lead, and to improve.

I wish all of you much success and many moments like this in
the future.
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Address of the President of the University of Tokyo
at the 2010 Fall-Semester Matriculation Ceremony

I would like to extend my congratulations to all of you who have

entered the graduate schools of the University of Tokyo. I sincerely

hope that you will lead a fulfilling life in your new world of academia.

I would also like to congratulate your families who have supported
you on the journey that brought you here today.

The total number of students entering our graduate schools this
autumn is 468. Of which, there are 210 in master’s courses, 236 in
doctoral courses, and 22 in professional degree course. There are 325
international students, accounting for almost 70% of the total.

Throughout our long tradition, we held our entrance ceremonies
only in April every year. This is the first time that we are also holding
an entrance ceremony in the autumn. We planned this autumn
ceremony in response to the recent increase in the number of
international students entering the University in October. For this

reason the ceremony today, including my address, is given in English.
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This symbolizes our awareness of the internationalization of
education and one of the future directions of the University of Tokyo.

I would like to say a few words about “internationalization.”
Internationalization involves more than acquiring linguistic ability and
fresh knowledge. The essence of internationalization lies in encounters
with values, ideas, customs and other social mechanisms, which
previously were foreign to us. It is a creative clash of different values,
ideas, and customs. Through such a confrontation, which might not
always be comfortable, we gain the power to create something new. We
take up the intellectual challenge of engaging with the world in all of'its
diversity. What develops, I believe, is the resilience to respond flexibly
and courageously to a new paradigm, which in turn helps to encourage
creativity. In an era of rapid and dramatic change, communities need
human resources with such resilience. This is precisely the meaning of
internationalization in the current global era, and indeed it is at the
heart of the internationalization of the University of Tokyo, which I am
responsible for driving forward.

To international students, the coming years will give you excellent
opportunities to experience internationalization in this sense. You will
need to absorb a great deal of new knowledge, and at the same time
face a variety of things that are very different from what you have
experienced until today. The same applies to our Japanese students. I

want you to face up to these differences by taking full advantage of this



environment where you can meet the great diversity offered by your
international colleagues, and furthermore, actively explore
opportunities to undertake research and engage in academic
discussions overseas.

From now on, you will focus on advanced studies in higher
education. Taking this opportunity, I would like all of you to reaffirm
your own commitment to academic excellence.

What I mean is that you are required to have the highest levels of
“intellectual integrity.”

The first step is to “stick to the facts. ”

For example, when you carry out an experiment or write a thesis,
you need to have an unyielding commitment to the facts. When
carrying out an experiment, you will handle data correctly, and never
fabricate nor falsify data. When writing a thesis, you will never
plagiarize other people’s work. These are the ABCs of research.
However, your research environment is changing continually,
particularly in terms of the methods for information handling due to
advances in computing. New technologies bring greater temptations to
engage in misconduct. This warning may seem self-explanatory, but I
would like you to remind yourselves of these very basic rules to be
observed at the gateway to your advanced studies.

The attitude of adhering to the facts without compromise lies at the
foundations of academic activities. Pursuing the facts will result in
scientific accomplishments and greater insights into society. It is also

the best way to decipher history without preconceptions. I know that

continuing to put the facts before anything else is easier said than done.

During the course of studies, it is very common to spend enormous
amounts of time and energy uncovering just the smallest facts in
science or history. I would like you to have the robust intelligence that
enables you to endure with your studies without giving way to the
daunting challenges and mental stresses. Greater value is involved
here than mere knowledge.

When I talk about “intellectual integrity,” there is one more request
that T would like to make. That is, you need to think seriously about
the object of your studies, in other words, why you study.

Since I became President a year and half ago, I have reiterated my
thoughts on the “public nature of knowledge.” Simply stated,
knowledge is not just for the benefit of individuals, it should also
benefit everybody in society.

This public nature does not mean simply that knowledge will
become useful to society immediately. There are fields such as the
basic sciences that make enormous contributions to society in the
longer term. Likewise, critical discourses on society today may

become useful for establishing a better society in the future. Making

an intellectual contribution to society from such a broad perspective is
precisely what I mean by the public nature of knowledge.

At the same time, you must bear in mind that a moment of openness
underlies the concept of public nature, and nowadays this moment
should be more clearly defined in the following context.

The term public nature implies some sense of authority, as reflected
by government, which is often characterized by its public role.
However, it is not appropriate today to attempt to play a public role
through the eyes of authority. As you can see in globalization and in
the individualization of lifestyles, the ever-expanding diversity of
modern society also makes it impossible for public nature to be
founded on unified values.

The public nature of knowledge that is desired today should,
therefore, be open to the diversity of society. In other words, you are
expected to broaden your knowledge and continue raising the standards
of knowledge through intellectual and active communications with
people in society. Knowledge acquires creativity and vitality in the
process of traveling to and from between university and society.

A university is the best mechanism for ensuring the public nature of
knowledge in this sense. A university is an arena where fresh wisdom,
diverse values, and open discussions assume control. That arena must
never be closed like a so-called ivory tower. Universities have
enhanced the vitality of knowledge in collaboration with societies in
their various forms and styles. Today, we are in an age of great change
and even fundamental values are being rigorously questioned. I would
ask you to join with others in society, discuss what values we should
share in the future, and think about the knowledge and wisdom needed
to give people fulfilling lives. I believe you will develop as men and
women who take pride in pursuing knowledge only through the
perspectives and efforts I have described.

The University of Tokyo is delighted to welcome you all as
colleagues, so that together we can challenge the future possibilities of

academic activity.

I wish you all the best luck.
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Dean’s Congratulatory Address

TR
& R Z

Incoming freshmen to the University of Tokyo, all of the staff and
professors congratulate you on your matriculation and welcome you.
And to your families and friends, please accept our sincere
congratulations. You cleared the high hurdle of the entrance
examination of this university after your great effort. I pay my
homage to your effort. You may expect the highest level of education
and research instruction, and we will not let you down.

On behalf of all of the Deans of the graduate schools, I would like
to give a congratulatory address.

Let me take this opportunity to speak about what and how you
learn at the Graduate Schools of the University of Tokyo, Todai from
the point of view of the Graduate School of Engineering to which I
belong. The example is from the Graduate School of Engineering, but
it may apply to all of the graduate schools and undergraduate courses.

First of all, we have experienced a big turning point during these
past several decades in the history of Japanese science and
technology. Such a big turning point may be the first occurrence in
the 150 years since the end of the Edo period and the beginning of
Japan’s westernization during the Meiji era.

Japan had a rich and mature culture in the Edo period which was
admired throughout the world, but there was no Western technology
to enrich human life and facilitate social activity. The difference
between the existence and inexistence of Western civilization and its
impact were obvious to any eyes, and it was a clearly understandable
goal for the people and the government bureaucrats at that time.
Japan made a great effort to introduce and improve Western
technologies, and the effort was one of the essential factors making
this country grow to be a major economic power after one hundred
years. Namely, after Meiji era beginning in 1868, the Japanese people
opened their eyes to Western technology, and their efforts were very
clearly aimed at catching up with and surpassing them. Todai’s
precursory Faculty of Engineering was founded in 1886 for that

purpose as the world’s first school of engineering. There were always

good models, and Japanese academia and industry devoted their best
efforts to learning from and improving on the models. And as you
know, Japanese industry produced many commercial products which
were superior to their models, and as a result Japan grew to become a
major economic power.

However, Japan has already caught up with the leading industrialized
countries not only in industry but in science and technology, and has
been one of the countries leading science and technology for the last
few decades. There is no model any more for top runners. There is no
improvement unless there is a model, and the top runners are out for
only creation of new knowledge. Therefore, it is important to
understand the difference between improvement and creation of
knowledge. A model is already existing knowledge, and improvement
is the addition of knowledge to the model. While improvement requires
excellent comprehension and application of knowledge, on the contrary,
comprehension and application of knowledge are insufficient for the
creation of knowledge. You must master the method for the creation of
knowledge. The doctoral programs in the graduate schools are just the
place for learning this method for creation of knowledge, and the
people who master the method are doctors, that is PhDs.

It is difficult to be aware of this historic big change from the era of
acquirement to creation of knowledge, which Japan has experienced for
the first time since the Meiji’s civilization more than one hundred years
ago. Because, unlike the Edo period before 1868 when there was no
Western civilization, there already exist sciences and technologies
nowadays. Both society and the life of people have become rich and
convenient, and we are surrounded with abundant science and
technology, and therefore, this historic change is not so visible to even
the person engaged in science and technology, let alone to ordinary
people. It may also be difficult for you to see in your way of learning.
And you, who are going to learn in Todai’s graduate schools and to
master the method of creation of knowledge, have to know about this
historic change as a background of academe.

In addition, T experienced working in a company, and know well that
there are many difficulties involved in developing new knowledge into
a commercial product. In the process, we do need a number of PhD
human resources who learned or experienced the method of knowledge
creation, in every field of industry and society including politics and
government. Production of talented PhDs is indispensable for the
construction of a nation.

What, then, is the method for creation of knowledge? That is thinking.
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On the basis of the knowledge you learned from the forerunners and
predecessors, you must clarify and sort the problems lurking behind the
subject you are facing, and make a research plan to solve them, and
then, carry out the plan. If the plan doesn’t work, you must reconsider
the problems racking your brain over the difficulties, and remake the
plan, and then try again. You repeat this process again and again until it
works. And when you complete it, you should make a presentation
explaining how you did it and what your originality was. In the doctoral
programs of the graduate schools, you will acquire this training for
creation of knowledge under the supervision of your professors. This is
the discipline of the doctor course of the Graduate Schools for learning
the method of knowledge creation.

However, thinking without any knowledge is the same as taking a break,
and a blind inspiration is the same as displaying your eccentricity. To
create knowledge, you have to learn systematically the knowledge of
forerunners and predecessors while paying respect to them. You can
create new knowledge only after you master a high level of knowledge.
Now, your knowledge background comes from a diversity of countries
and universities, and even the knowledge of Japanese students is also
changing with time. Many excellent students are gathered here from all
over the world, but there has never been a period so far when your
knowledge backgrounds have been so diverse.

Under these circumstances, Todai has to show clearly the knowledge
which you must learn here. We can show it with our firm confidence in
ourselves. Please learn the knowledge, and trust in us. That is the
knowledge which you must acquire in order to create new and supreme
knowledge worthy of the ranking of this university in the world. The
Graduate School of Engineering will publish in the near future the
official series of textbooks, the “UT Course of Engineering,” showing
the knowledge you must learn here. We, professors of Todai, have such
solid confidence, conviction, and responsibility.

The knowledge and the method of knowledge creation which you learn
here befit one of the world’s top universities, and you must be proud of
them. The fact that we have caught up to the world’s leading countries
in science and technology means that we are in the top group of world
universities. In fact, the Graduate School of Engineering always ranks
in top tens among an estimated several thousands of engineering
schools in the world. From this point of view, we possess sufficient
global competitiveness. That is why talented foreign students such as
you come to Todai from all over the world relying on this global
competitiveness.

However, students and professors have already moved dynamically
among the top engineering universities and schools of the world’s

leading countries in science and technology and their followers, and
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they have begun to establish collaborative and competitive relationships
beyond the borders with the help of the advancement of information
networks and transportation. This happens because the challenges
facing human beings exceed the frame of one nation and have become
global problems, and the relationship between human societies and
research in engineering is expected to change largely within the coming
quarter of a century. From the viewpoint of international competition, it
is not too much to say that the global scramble for excellent students
and professors has already started.

Therefore, we have to exhibit our presence in a manner suited to our
ability, and show global centripetal force to attract excellent students
and professors. Our goal of globalization is not just the exchange of
students and research, but to have global centripetal force to attract the
most excellent students and professors from all over the world. The
timing for a strategic shift from global competitiveness to a global
centripetal force has come. I expect you to convey the significance and
attraction of learning here at Todai to your home countries and to the
world.

Before concluding, I would like to emphasize that a healthy mind and
body are indispensable to learning the knowledge and method of
knowledge creation. In spare moments from your study, please refresh
your mind and train your body, and foster friendships with respect for
each country and culture. Everyone will face difficulties. In such cases,
please consult with your friends, supervisors, and professors without
hesitation. You will be sure to reach good solutions. In a quarter of a
century, when you are the same age as us, you will surely be an
important person supporting your country and the world.

Again, Todai sincerely welcomes you to learn the highest level of
knowledge in the world and to master the method of knowledge
creation here, and to assume an important role in global centripetal
force. Todai expects that you will play an active role on your countries’
and the world’s stages in the future. Todai will meet your expectations
by exerting our best effort to provide you with world highest education
and research.

Be proud of being a student of the University of Tokyo,

be proud of studying in the University of Tokyo,

and behave with pride in the University of Tokyo.

Thank you for your attention.

Dean of Graduate School of Engineering

Takehiko KITAMORI



The University of Tokyo Fall-Semester Matriculation Ceremony
BERAZ MEAZA
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Script for Entrance Ceremony Speech - Natsuki OMAE

It is my honor to be here, representing the new students who
are entering the University of Tokyo today. We first would like
to thank Dr. Jun-ichi Hamada, President, and Dr. Takehiko
Kitamori, Dean of the Graduate School of Engineering for their
sincere and encouraging words.

In entering this University, I recall the power of knowledge.
As President Hamada mentioned, knowledge is not just for the
benefit of individuals, but for the benefit of society. It is
essential for people creating new ideas and tools, making
sound judgment, solving problems, and discovering something
valuable.

The world today is facing difficult and complex problems:
international ~ disputes,  global =~ warming,  decreased
biodiversity . . . the list goes on. These problems cannot be
solved by existing approaches. New approaches, ideas and
strategies are required. The University of Tokyo is expected to
solve these problems by applying the knowledge it has
accumulated over the past one hundred and thirty three years,
and by creating innovative ideas and tools.

Since we, new students, are now members of this university,
we are naturally expected to think about these problems and to
create new ideas and tools in the future. So, during our college
years, what we should do? I think we should do at least two
things: One is . . . obtain in-depth knowledge to be a specialist
in an academic field. And the other is . . . learn how to
collaborate with other specialists.

I came up with this idea, “collaboration of specialists”, from
what I learned in biology. In nature, there are many examples
that have proved successful in acquiring new functions by
collaboration of specialists. One example is ourselves, the
human body. Biology tells us that the human body is just a
collection of a lot of small units, called “cells” or saibou. Each
cell has specific functions. For example, a photoreceptor cell in
our eyes perceives light, a muscle cell produces power for
moving, and nerve cells in the brain constitute a neural network
to enable humans to think. These specialized cells collaborate
with one another. As a result, the human body has acquired
new functions; such as reasoning, language and imagination.
Humans have developed civilizations and conquered difficult
problems such as harsh environment, hunger and diseases. I
believe this basic principle of human body, “collaboration of
specialists”, has great potential for producing new functions
and tools - not only in biology, but also in social and cultural
problems the world faces today. I said each of us, new
students, should become a specialist, and should learn how to
collaborate with other specialists. How, then, can we become a
specialist in a certain academic field?
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To be a specialist, we need to learn a lot; to acquire in-depth
knowledge sufficient to handle any situations. In reality, this ...
will ... never ... be ... easy. The amount of knowledge today is
enormous, and there is "no royal road to learning." However, I
believe we will achieve the learning, how hard it may be,
because we have an opportunity to learn best quality
knowledge; and because we have inherited the tradition of
learning of this university. Although knowledge to be learned
may change depending on the times, the way of learning—that
is, the passion, the dedication, the determination, and the pride
as a Tokyo University student—has never been changed, and
will never change.

I said that we should aim to be a specialist in a certain field,
and also to learn how to collaborate with other
specialists. History tells us new ideas and tools come from
interaction and fusion of existing ideas and tools. This
institution is again the best place to learn how to collaborate,
because of the variety of people working on the campuses:
faculty, researchers and students with different specialties and
with a wide range of academic interests. There also are people
from many different countries, as we see today. As President
Hamada mentioned, internationalization is eagerly pursued.
This university is a "melting pot" of disciplines and cultures,
and surely one of the best places to learn how to collaborate
with others from different backgrounds. T myself will start
my graduate school days in the doctor course at Kashiwa
Campus. In Kashiwa campus, students are encouraged to study
multiple disciplines, and to merge them and develop new dis-
ciplines. The graduate school I belong is Shin-Ryouiki-Sousei
Kagaku Kenkyu-ka, and its English name is the Graduate
School of Frontier Sciences. I am looking forward to
developing skills to collaborate with other specialists, and I
want to develop a new frontier of science.

After saying all this, after declaring what we should do
within just a few years in this university, I feel humble . . .
humble in facing the height of our goal and weight of
expectations given to us.

But at the same time, I feel excited . . . in expectation of
having the chance to study at this world-class university, the
chance to make ourselves valuable in society, and the chance to
make a contribution to developing a better world.

Thank you again for having this wonderful ceremony for us
new students, and we all promise not to forget the origin of our
intentions we feel today. And we all pledge to fulfill our
missions and dreams as students of the University of Tokyo.

Thank you.
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