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Address of the President of the
University of Tokyo at the
2013 Autumn-Semester
Diploma Presentation/
Graduation Ceremony

On behalf of all the staff of the University of
Tokyo, I would like to extend our sincere
congratulations to all of you who have been
awarded a doctor’s, master’s, professional, or
bachelor’s degree by the University. I would
also like to congratulate your families, who
supported you in practical and emotional
terms while you studied diligently, and are
present here today to witness your academic

achievements.

The total number of students completing
their postgraduate courses by the autumn of
this year is 568. Of which there are 317
doctor’s degree graduates, 210 master’s de-
gree graduates, and 41 professional degree
graduates. There are 311 international stu-
dents, who account for more than half of the

total. 45 undergraduate students have also
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graduated. The Autumn Semester Diploma
Presentation/Graduation Ceremony is nor-
mally held at the Yasuda Auditorium. How-
ever, as it is under renovation to provide a
seismically resistant building, we are holding
the ceremony at the Ito Hall, where we are
today. I am excited by the ambience of this
hall, which is both innovative and dignified,
and also allows me to be physically closer to
you, which is a little different from the usual

setting.

Many of you will soon go out into society,
while others will continue their studies. The
current environment surrounding us, both in
Japan and around the world, is burdened
with many challenges. Japan confronts a de-
clining birthrate and an aging population,
national reconstruction after the great earth-
quake, energy issues, and the severity of the
country’s finances. Many societies and coun-
tries that are now enjoying growth also face
numerous challenges, not only economic but
also in relation to the environment, social
equality, safety, and individual freedom. It is
my wish that all of you receiving a degree to-
day will continue to develop and seek to ex-
cel intellectually, so that you can contribute
to overcoming these challenges, and play
leadership roles in creating a new era. I make
this wish not only because there is much
knowledge yet to be learned, but also because
responding to the dramatic changes brought
by the new era requires you to continue ex-
ploring knowledge and wisdom. During your
time at the University, I am sure you have ac-
cumulated extensive knowledge. And I am
sure you have also acquired the internal re-
sources and strengths needed to intellectually
sustain your progress based on that rich
foundation of knowledge. That is to say, you
have embraced academic behaviors and ap-
proaches that are symbolized by the freedom

to study through an intellectual process of

5

trial and error, driven by a powerful curiosity,
or symbolized by spirituality that is emotion-
ally satisfied by the discovery of new things
and aspects of logic. When thinking about
this kind of intellectual strength, I use the

expression a dynamic intellect.

Today, complex interacting factors shape is-
sues, and those factors themselves are under-
going intensive change. Furthermore, the
ways in which the factors interact are also be-
ing subjected sequentially to change. In this
unstable era of ours, what can possibly be
achieved by just drawing on knowledge accu-
mulated to the present? There are threads of
issues that cannot be dealt with simply by us-
ing existing knowledge. What are required
then is not the swtic knowledge that has already
been imprinted, but intellects that have both
depth and breadth, intellects that fuse funda-
mental knowledge and its application, and
intellects that are constantly generating, de-
veloping, and changing. In recent years, I
have felt that society might be losing trust in
and appreciation of intellect. This happens, I
think, because society is locked only in a per-
ception of intellect being static, and because
we have not fully conveyed the potential and
fascination of & dynamic intellect that can be

applied creatively to a state of flux.

To develop « dynamic intellect further, whether
you go out into society or continue your
studies, I hope you will continue making
progress with your specialty, while at the
same time consciously expanding your intel-
lectual vision. Sustaining a broad intellectual
vision requires you to be aware of the con-
nections between the specialized knowledge
you now have and other areas of specialized
knowledge. By doing so, you will be able to
enhance your potential to apply the knowl-
edge you already have. And, by doing so, you

will be able to re-discover the unexpected
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ability to apply your specialized knowledge.
And further, it will surely be possible for you

to improve the quality of your knowledge.

Let me talk about myself. I studied law at
graduate school. You might associate the
study of law with a field of extremely formal
and specialized techniques that require a
good command of concepts and logic; that
is, to interpret the letters and language of the
law. However, forming a backdrop to the law,
there exist the ideologies and sets of values of
an era. Social and political structures, and the
requirements of society in a specific era also
underpin the law. The law is interpreted well
only if, among others, such contexts are fully
understood and considered. The law con-
cerns various aspects of our lives. In our lives,
a wealth of specialized knowledge has been
developed in relation to economy, technolo-
gies, cultures and other fields. Unless such an
extensive knowledge base is taken fully into
account, it is not possible to propose, inter-
pret, and execute the law well. By applying
concepts and insights that are developed
from research in other fields relating to our
lives to legal research, juristic concepts and
logic are further refined and invigorated. This
is a little of what I have drawn from my ex-

perience.

Broadening our intellectual vision and mak-
ing connections with a diverse range of spe-
cialized knowledge in the way I have ex-
plained will, of course, largely depend on an
individual’s effort to think independently. At
the same time, however, I would like to pro-
pose that you take opportunities to commu-
nicate and network with a wide range of peo-
ple. Communicating with people who are
specialists in different fields from yours will
give you intellectual inspirations that may
surprise you. Stereotypes that you have taken

for granted may be overturned by such en-

counters. I sincerely hope all of you, who
have explored specialized fields of study in
depth at graduate school, will come to expe-

rience such unimagined intellectual surprises.

In fact, as regards the meaning and value of
encountering and communicating things that
are foreign to yourselves, I can imagine that
you, particularly our international students,
must have had common experiences. I have
often said that the essential meaning of glo-
balization lies not simply in the ability to
communicate in English or other foreign lan-
guages, nor in being active internationally.
Rather, globalization is about receiving inspi-
ration by confronting sets of values and ways
of thinking that differ from our own, and en-
hancing our strengths by accepting such a
sense of otherness. International students
must have such conscious and unconscious
experiences. The same applies in the intellec-
tual and academic spheres. In any specialized
field outside your field of study, different
concepts and logic are used, with logic being
developed in different way under unexpected
assumptions and divergent values. You might
not feel comfortable encountering different
specialized fields and meeting people im-
mersed in them. In fact, you might even be
bewildered. However, by taking the initiative
to consciously seek such opportunities to
communicate with them, you will be able to
bring out the full potential of your intellectu-

al strengths.

Dynamic intellects will be created only through
the process of routinely taking advantage of
such opportunities. In that context, having a
dynamic intellect is no more than embodying
this process or this behavior arising out of in-
tellect. Having been awarded a degree at
graduate school, you are now qualified to
sustain your progress in the world of such

process or behavior. I would like all of you to
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consciously take advantage of the qualifica-
tions you have earned. In doing so, you will
be able to better contribute to solving the
various complex problems the world faces

and constructing a new era.

I wish you all good luck in the future.
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Graduation Ceremony Student
Representative’s Speech
— Yayoi Hayakawa

President Hamada...distinguished faculty

...fellow graduates.

It is my great pleasure and honor to have

been selected to address this assemblage.

On behalf of the graduating students of the
University of Tokyo, I want to express my
sincere gratitude to our supervisors and our

faculty for holding such a brilliant ceremony.

I would like to share with you some of the
memories that I take with me as I leave our
beloved institution. After two years of liberal
arts education on the Komaba campus, 1 se-
lected a major in the Department of Cogni-
tive and Behavioral Science, College of Arts
and Sciences, where I was supported by a
rich educational and scientific environment.
By the time I finished my master’s course-
work, I found myself interested in medicine,
so I decided to transfer into medical school.
After obtaining my medical license and fol-
lowing a clinical residency, I entered the De-
partment of Radiology and Biomedical Engi-
neering in the Graduate School of Medicine,
and started research life again while working

as a clinician.

In addition, I had two children during these

four years. Working and raising children at
the same time, although delightful, is chal-
lenging. This is especially true in Tokyo,
where there is a shortage of nursery schools
and childcare service, while the number of
working women is increasing. The issue of
work-life balance is important not only for
researchers who are mothers, but also for
both men and women who seek better bal-
ance between work life and home life. Fortu-
nately, the University of Tokyo provides sup-
port for raising children, which improves the
working and learning environment and pro-
motes gender equality. Without this support
from the university staff, and from my col-
leagues and supervisors, I feel that I would
not have been able to continue my research
and work. I realize from my experience that
the University of Tokyo provides the oppor-
tunities and supportive environment for all
of us who push ourselves to be the best. I'm
sure that everyone here agree with me. As
graduates of this great place, I believe that it
is our mission to dedicate ourselves to push
this world forward by promoting science and

technology.

To conclude, I would once again like to sin-
cerely thank the university staff and faculty,
our families and friends, and finally my hus-
band and sons for their kind and warm sup-
port. I wish all of us much success, and fur-

ther evolution of the University of Tokyo.

Thank you very much.
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Address of the President of the
University of Tokyo at the
Autumn-Semester Matriculation
Ceremony 2013

Welcome to the University of Tokyo. On
behalf of all the staff of the University, I
would like to welcome you and extend our
heartfelt congratulations to all of you who
have entered this University. I sincerely hope
that you will lead a fulfilling life in the world
of academia—a source of personal growth
and inspiration. I would also like to express
my congratulations and gratitude to your
families who supported you, both financially
and with affection, on the journey that

brought you here today.

The total number of students entering our
graduate schools this autumn is 520. Of
which, there are 253 in master’s courses, 226
in doctor’s courses, and 41 in professional
degree courses. Among them, international

students account for almost 70% of the total.

REXEFRE

HHE #—



features

no.1445/2013.10.25

In addition, we are joined by students taking
part in a scheme called PEAK—Programs in
English at Komaba. This is the first under-
graduate degree program of the University of
Tokyo to be taught entirely in English. We
started the program last year, and this year
we have accepted 23 applicants from around
the world to become the second group of
PEAK students. I have great expectations
that you will bring a new wave of strength
and diversity to education and research at
this University. As newly admitted students,
you may find yourselves bewildered by a new
environment at the beginning. I hope, how-
ever, that you will capitalize on your individ-
uality and contribute to forming a vibrant
and intellectual community, where both you
and your colleagues will make substantial

academic and personal progress.

As you all know, our society is burdened with
many complex and diverse challenges. The
current era is often described as one that has
no model to which we can refer for solutions.
That lack of a model offers enormous oppor-
tunities to institutions such as universities,
while at the same time requiring universities
to take on major roles. In other words, if
existing technologies, institutions, and social
mechanisms for solving problems are not suf-
ficient, people will have expectations of solu-
tions emerging at institutions where new
knowledge and wisdom can be created.
Universities are prime examples of such insti-
tutions. This is particularly true of those,
including you, who engage in research at the
graduate schools of the University of Tokyo.
You can take pride in having the responsibil-
ity to respond to such expectations of our

times, and of offering service 1o society.

I have just used the words: offering service ro
society. Those words normally remind one of

activities that can deliver concrete results

11

directly to society. As symbolized by the word,
innovation, intense industrial competition
today surely requires universities to undertake
such activities. Universities should use all of
their resources to take up this challenge. At
the same time, however, it is a strength of uni-
versities that the results they produce take dif-
ferent forms, which, in the long run, carry
more significance. They are a free and critical
mind, curiosity, and the joy of secking truth,
naturally associated with study and research at
universities. Sustaining such a spirit at a corner
of society is one of the great values universities
and academic studies have to offer. I believe
society, which respects such a spirit and makes
such a spirit universal, is capable of overcom-
ing a wide range of difficult challenges and

creating a new era.

Not only in the world of academia but also in
everyday work and life, aspirations for such
ultimate objectives as authenticity and truth
underlie actions to meet new challenges, in
whatever form they might take, and so achieve
continuous improvements. I believe people
can continue working toward their dreams
without feeling content with the status quo,
because they harbor ideals about authenticity
and truth, whether consciously or uncon-
sciously. In that sense, if a society fails to trust
and value symbolic thoughts for elucidating
authenticity or searching for truth, it will lose
the strength to develop an era for tomorrow.
Here lies the starting point and ultimate goal
of your commitment to undertake research at
graduate school. You can take pride in a sin-
cere approach to research, not only because it
will generate concrete results but also because
it reproduces principles that form the spiritual
foundations of a growing society. They are

both surely a service to society.

I would now like to talk to you about the

importance of liberal arts studies, while we think
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about focusing on authenticity with a free
mind. Prior to undertaking specialized studies
at a university, pursuing liberal arts is necessary
in order to understand the rich and all-embrac-
ing world of academia. However, that is not
all. Pursuing liberal arts is also significant
enough to be continued as a lifetime activity,
and is important during your time at graduate
school. Because research today is often interdis-
ciplinary or transdisciplinary, we are reminded on
various occasions of the need to pursue liberal
arts, thus building an extensive foundation of
knowledge. And, to expand that foundation
even after we move on to specialized fields of
study. In our society, which features increasing
complexity and scale in many aspects, as you
work to solve real-life problems, more often
than before, you will be required to collaborate
with people in a number of fields of study. In
this sense, while exploring your specialized
fields at graduate school, it is important not to
neglect efforts to expand your knowledge and

seek greater wisdom.

At the same time, as | mentioned earlier, pur-
suing liberal arts means cultivating the free
and critical mind that should be associated
with study and research. Graduate school
research tends to focus on specific themes and
methods. Meanwhile, having opportunities to
encounter different ways of thinking in vari-
ous other specialized fields does not simply
increase the amount of your own knowledge.
It leads you to learn how to observe different
things, how to select different issues, how to
take different approaches, and how to make
judgments based on different values from
those with which you are already familiar. By
doing so, you will be able to foster freer and
more critical minds. Through the pursuit of
liberal arts, and by seeking inspiration from
other fields of study, or from the thoughts of
others, or from the systems of other countries,

or from history, you will be able to reflect on

the content of your own theories, thoughts,
and methods from various perspectives.
Through this reflective process, people and
studies can progress. You are expected to expe-
rience the profound and expansive world of
academia at graduate school much more than
during your time as an undergraduate. My
sincere hope is that you will take full advan-
tage of your time at graduate school—that you
do not settle for a conventional or formal
understanding of your subjects, but penetrate
their essences, and further build into your per-

sonalities a free and critical mind.

A personality molded with a free and critical
mind—that is the ideal model of what you
are expected to become. In this context, I
would like to say one more thing to you all
before closing my address. What you make
public as the results of your research are inte-
gral parts of your personalities, and I sin-
cerely hope that you are clearly aware of what
that means. Whether it is an academic paper
or research presentation, the act of making
something public means expressing part of
your personality to others. When you publish
the results of your research, if you choose an
easy path through the unattributed use of the
research of others, or have insufficient mate-
rials and data to verify your findings, you are
damaging your own personality. The human
spirit is not a simple mechanism that receives
information and transfers it to others like a
parrot. Being a human being is to have a cre-
ative spirit. In other words, accompanying
the action of presenting research results, you
have to engage personally in the process of
seeking new ways of thinking, new logical
approaches, new concepts, new words, and
new evidence. With the intervention of such
a spirit, people and studies can grow, and cre-

ativity becomes possible.

The activity of engaging in research often
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resembles a battle with oneself, much more
than a struggle with research objectives and
themes. All of you present here today have
my expectations and hopes that you will set
ambitious targets in future studies, and that
from your research will emerge excellent
results, driven by specialized knowledge, by
wide-ranging liberal arts, and by the power

of your entire personalities.
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Dean’s Congratulatory Address

It is my privilege to welcome you all at the
entrance ceremony today. First of all I would
like to thank you for choosing the University
of Tokyo. Just like a flight attendant’s an-
nouncement right after landing we know you
have a choice. You have chosen us wisely and
I assure you that you made a right choice. I
am proud to say that the University of Tokyo
is one of the leading institutions in research
and higher education. We, faculty with Presi-
dent Hamada, will strive to provide you with
a wide variety of exciting academic and re-
search opportunities. It is up to you to grab

and take the advantage of them.

As a university professor we get to see new
faces every year. We can feel your expectation
and enthusiasm. That makes us feel rejuve-
nated. This University is old and carries a
prestige built on a long successful history.
Yet, with you joining us today we challenge
ourselves to transform this institution into a
better, forward-looking entity with ever-
sharpening competitive edge in today’s bor-
derless global society. Your presence matters

and makes a difference. You are now big part
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of the University of Tokyo. Your performance
defines the profile of the university. The fu-
ture value of this institution will depend on
what you accomplish on campus and in soci-

ety at large. We are counting on you.

Now, since I have the honor of speaking with
you on this special occasion in a Harry Potter

outfit, let me mention three short subjects.

First, being a minority.

It is no secret that the majority of the Univer-
sity of Tokyo students enroll in April because
our standard academic calendar is off by 6
months from the rest of the world. We will
change this to align with the more global stan-
dard eventually. But it takes some time.
Meanwhile, you remain as a minority group
on campus. It could be seen as a disadvan-
tage. Studying abroad is a challenge to begin
with and I would like to commend you for
having chosen to face the challenge. From my
own experience | can tell you this experience
goes a long way. So you might as well enjoy
it. Moreover, let me argue being a minority is
in fact an advantage. Being a minority gets
you others’ attention. You are more likely to
give a stronger impression to a majority. You
may be taken care of better than a majority.
Being a minority even gives you convenient
excuses sometimes. But more importantly,
cross-cultural interactions with diverse peers
stimulate your mind to make your academic
work more creative and professional and to

make you conscious to wider perspectives.

Take a look around you. This select group
has more diverse composition in terms of na-
tionality, ethnicity and even gender. As dean
of school of science my vision is to make ev-
erybody in my school a minority in not-so-
distant future, because in science there are no

barriers of gender, national borders, religion
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or language. I consider respect for cultural
and ethnic diversity on campus as one of the
most important core values of the University.
Without diversity we cannot grow. I must
admit we are not there yet. So you are at the
forefront of transformative evolution of the
University of Tokyo. Please consider that is
your advantage and be assured that our com-

mitment to diversity is stronger than ever.

Second is communication.

Good communication skill is a key to success
in any research field and profession. Take re-
search for instance, your interest or curiosity
triggers your intellectual activity. Communi-
cating with peers, colleagues and advisors will
help you to develop your idea, motivation or
instinct into a research subject. You need to
acquire skills to articulate yourself, describe
the facts properly and express your passion
for the subject. By applying those skills to
communicate with others, your mind be-
comes clearer and you will be able to figure
out if your idea is indeed worth pursing fur-
ther. You need to learn to insist when neces-
sary. Even if you are a minority don’t be
afraid to speak up and don’t be afraid to be

foolish as Steve Jobs said.

Furthermore, to be successful in research ca-
reer you need to acquire skills to convey the
importance of your findings to your peers
and eventually to the public. This requires
training, which we will provide you in due
course. When you are excited about your re-
search and study, try to share your excite-
ment with your friends and others. Observe
their response and experiment many ways to
see what will be effective to get your message
across. Failure in this attempt will not hurt

you in any way. Don’t be shy.

As you advance your career you are likely to re-

alize even greater importance of communica-
tion skill. As you become mature, try to re-
member communication is bilateral. Overdoing
only one way is not a good idea. My little ad-
vice to you is to try always to be open-minded.
Talking and listening to others increase a

chance to be inspired and to be recognized.

By the way, when you have a problem, please
talk to us. Do not isolate yourself. We are here

to listen and offer you help whenever you need.

One more thing about communication:
please communicate with your family, too.
Communication with your family members
is more difficult than you think. Don’t take
it for granted. It requires some effort. My
teen-age daughter often ignores me, although
I am just trying to be nice. So please com-

municate, communicate and communicate.

Third and the last of my subjects today is in-

tegrity.

What is integrity? Integrity is to maintain the
quality and objectivity in academic and re-
search activities. The University of Tokyo, as
a leading academic and research institution,
has zero-tolerance policy against misconducts
or wrongdoings in both activities. Making up
data or results, manipulating research materi-
als, and appropriating somebody’s ideas or
words without giving proper credit are typi-
cal examples of misconduct that is against in-
tegrity. Prejudice and bias must also be
avoided. As a member of this institution you

must acquire integrity.

It is not difficult. Take your research serious-
ly. Take your data or findings extremely seri-
ously. But do not take yourself too seriously.
Sometimes you get lucky, sometime you
don’t. Just stick to the facts no matter how

inconvenient they seem to you. You must



features

no.1445/2013.10.25

learn to enjoy the whole process of trying,
working hard, failing most of the time and
succeeding occasionally. Professional re-

searchers are those who love this process.

It is equally important to develop skills to
communicate the contents and significance
of your research accurately to others. Be open
to the criticisms and try to accommodate
them. I know it is a lot easier said than done.
As Dean I get criticized all the time in the
faculty meeting. Do I like it? No, I hate it.
But occasionally and only occasionally I find
a bit of truth in their arguments. So trust me
on this. You might find some of the criti-
cisms help you keep cool and objective. Be-

ing open will not hurt you in any way.

Integrity is something you develop yourself.
Faculty members are responsible for ensuring,
promoting and fostering the compliance with
proper ethics by all members of the university
including you. Once you have acquired it, in-

tegrity makes you stronger and unwavering.

Today, I presented three take-home messages
to you. To summarize, being a minority is a
power. Communication skill is a power. And

integrity is the power of all.

Once again, thank you for choosing the Uni-
versity of Tokyo. This is the matriculation or
entrance ceremony. You have not seen any of
the good stuff that we have prepared for you.
Our programs are highly rigorous and de-
manding, but you will find them rewarding
and, above all, full of fun. All you need to
do is aim high and work hard. You are bound

to succeed.

So ladies and gentlemen, my friends: Let the

fun begin.

Thank you very much.

Matriculation Student
Representative’s Speech

— Nguyen Thi Phuong Anh

(Ohayoo gozaimasu,Watashi wa Phuong
Anbh desu, ryugakusee desu, ichi nensee desu

Senko wa kookyoo seisaku desu)

Good morning everybody,

My name is Phuong Anh. What do you
think about my Japanese competence after
just one month to the date here? Well, please
don’t test it beyond this phrase after my

speech!

Honorable Professors,
Distinguished Guests,
My fellow students,

Ladies and Gentlemen, Good morning.

First and foremost, let me extend my sincer-
est appreciation to my two honorable prede-
cessors: The President of The University of
Tokyo, Professor Junichi HAMADA and the
Dean of the Graduate School of Science,
Professor Hiroaki AIHARA. Thank you for
your warm and encouraging words: Thank
you. Your speeches are, without any doubt,
difficult acts to follow, but allow me to say a
few words as the representative of all the

newcomers in this great institution.

It is indeed both an honor and a privilege to
stand before you today to speak on behalf of
all the people who are starting new chapters
in their lives in this amazing institution in

this great country.

Newness or novelty has been intriguing and
fascinating to man since the Neanderthal
times. Novelty for us is excitement and exu-
berance, surprise and science, cheerfulness

and joy, hope and happiness, boldness and
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buoyancy, positiveness and passion. But men
as we all are, novelty to us also means risk,
unfamiliarity, uncertainty, fear, doubt and
disturbance. What I wish to express using all
these descriptive concepts soon to be fol-
lowed by ‘adjectives’ is that these new faces in
here represent hope; that the same new faces,
over a short period of time, will no longer be
‘NEW faces; that these new faces will be ‘fa-
miliar and comfortable’, ‘knowledgeable and
therefore able’, ‘mature and therefore trust-

worthy’, ‘rugged and therefore reliable.’

As I mentioned above, we are now in a very
new chapter of our lives. To start with, we are
all blessed to be members of The University
of Tokyo — a very distinguished university of
not only Japan, but also through the whole
world. This means a whole host of opportu-
nities beyond any imagination we could have
possibly strived for in our respective coun-
tries. This means that we are guaranteed top
notch training to become the world’s next
generation of leaders in the most ideal peda-
gogical environment. Moreover, the fact that
we all hail from several countries around the
globe gives this new experience unmatched
significance. Not only will the chance of
studying at The University of Tokyo raise our
scholarly aptitudes to new heights, but it will
also help us to develop a worldwide web a
friends whom we can call on anytime to deal
with the most pressing international policy
issues facing our ever interconnected world.
On a personal level, the friendships that we
will nurture will remain dear to all of us

throughout the rest of our lives.

However, we should remember that we are
now only at the starting point of our great
journey. We are just like small fish thrown in
a large pond, still trying to figure out its
depth and area. So, let’s try our best to adapt

and grow as rapidly but stably as possible in

such valuable surroundings. We are here to
motivate ourselves to create new value: the
value to make tomorrow a better future. But,
let’s see, what should we do now to create
value and become successful people? I sup-
pose the answer is that we should keep
dreaming together and make our dream
come true together. I mean together because
cach of us now is like a single color, while
our dream is a huge picture. To draw the pic-
ture, we should draw it together to make it a
colorful picture. In such a picture, we should
shine in different ways. But we still should
head for one target: to make it a bright pic-

ture tomorrow.

In our home countries, we may use many
different words to encourage people to reach
their goals. But remember that we are now in
Japan, we eat the Japanese way, we drink the
Japanese way, we live the Japanese way, so
let’s think the Japanese way. Let’s learn to-
gether the Japanese spirit as a valuable virtue.
As you know, the word Gambarimashou in
Japanese means ‘to try our best.” Let’s try to-
gether to target our goals. From now on, let’s
keep this word in mind when solving prob-
lems together, tolerating difficulties together

and enjoying successes together.

All in all, T believe that all of us here still re-
call the very first moment when we studied
hard to reach today. Finally, it is wonderful
that we are here. Our dream in the past has
been realized. And we are now looking for
the future to the well-deserved time we tried
in the past. Let’s dream together to build a
world where anybody can dream for a better

future.

Thank you for listening.

Arigato gozaimasu!
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Matriculation Student
Representative’s Speech
— Samuel Brustad

Good morning everyone, thank you to those
who have spoken before me, President
Hamada, Professor Aihara. It is an honour
for me to be able to speak at such an event. A
day, 'm sure, we will remember for the rest
of our lives. Before I begin, I would like to
thank the College of Arts and Sciences for
selecting me for the opportunity to speak to

you today, I'm honoured and humbled.

I vividly remember the 15th of April, the day
I knew acceptance emails were being deliv-
ered for entry into the PEAK course. I can
safely say it was the longest day of my life.
When I think on my life as it was growing
up, and the massive about turn that it took
from a single email, I don’t think I can prop-
erly express in words the full extent of my
gratitude. To get to this point today, I realise
that each and every one of us has had to
work incredibly hard and I’'m not fool
enough to suppose that we have all lived a
life of unruffled privilege having never expe-

rienced failure. However, the mere fact that

we are here today indicates just how lucky we
have been; the families that have loved and
supported us, and the privileges bestowed
upon us that many in this world could only

dream of.

We begin study today at this prestigious
University, fresh faced and with strong opin-
ions; on the nature of our society, where we
want to go in our lives, and (most impor-
tantly) on right and wrong. It is from here
that our opportunity to make a difference in
this world begins. Upon graduation we will
be well placed to make decisions that will
influence not only our own lives, but those
born with fewer privileges than we here. So I
urge you all not to forget this day, to never
lose the motivation that has driven you to
this point. For I fear it would be far too easy
as we grow older and our careers progress to
forget why it was that we wanted to make a

difference in the first place.

So in ending this address, I recall the words
of a favourite childhood author of mine, Dr
Seuss: “You have brains in your head. You

have feet in your shoes. You can steer yourself

any direction you choose.”
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