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Essay on participation in JARU Global Challenges of the
215t Century 2011 at Oxford University July 4th-30th

Taking part in the TARU program at Oxford University was

important to me in several different levels.

Firstly, it was a great opportunity to be introduced to a
differentiated style of education. Even though we live in a globalized world in
which leading research oriented universities have converged in terms of
setting common standards and goals, as the International Alliance of
Research Universities shows, on the day-to-day level there are stilli
differences that mark the variety of approaches to education that
characterize each institution. In this sense, taking part in a month long
program in Oxford gave me the opportunity to experiment how teaching and
learning is done in this particularly traditional institution. This meant
téking part in the typical Oxford tutorial sessions in which a small group of
students and a tutor discussed topics related to the program in informal
meeting. It also meant getting used to preparing weekly 'essays aimed at

introducing us to topics we knew very little about and encourage us to do



independent research on libraries and databases. We were also pushed to
participate in a learning atmosphere in which collective discussion is of
seminal importance. However, more than just the experience of what we did
during classes or seminars or papers we prépared, taking part in a program
in Oxford also meant living within one of the oldest colleges of the city and
taking part in the everyday experience of waking up to be served breakfast
at a dinning hall decorated in the typical gothic style of the university, study
in libraries more than 500 years old, learn about the history, politics and

society of that context in that context.

The time was particularly interesting to be in the United Kingdom.
As the glamour of the royal wedding begins to wane off, the country is still
struggling with a recession that lights up anger in a large part of the
population that does not see themselves as benefi‘ciaries of the years of
economic growth of the late 1990s and early 2000s. Homeless and
unemployed abound, workers strike and demonstrate against the budget
cuts, signs of social discontent spark as London strives to prepare itself for
hosting the 2012 Olympic games. Europe’s debt crisis further distances the
British islands from the continent but the links are too evident to be ignored
and at‘ the same time the United States, UK’s most solid partner, has also
troubles of its own with debt and recession. The British press scandalizes

society with the revelation of the practices of some of its tabloids and Rupert



Murdoch, along with his son and closest executive director is summoned to
the Parliament. The new government, the first coalition government in
Westminster for over 70 years, has difficulties differentiating itself from the

previous and setting its own agenda for governance.

The opportunity to see all these history making events from up close
is definitely one of the most rewarding experiences of studying abroad. Being
able to read it in the newspaper in the morning and discuss it over coffee
with colleges and professors is- an amazing way to understand the
importance of the facts and interpret them in different lights. For students of
social sciences like myself, it provides insights that are very important for
the understanding of the historic dynamics of a given society. It is formative

as well as informative.

Education as a larger experience was thus an important part of the
program. However, the specialized work that was required of us was also
rewarding and will contribute to my career. I have come to understand much
more about issues related to the policy'making part of environmental
problems. I had to familiarize myself with discourses coming from the fields
of economics and environmental sciences in order to understand some of the
objects of study in this program, most notably climate change and

international development assistance. The study and research I undertook in



one of the seminars was of particular importance to my course of study and I
wish to follow that thread, hopefully publishing some of the ideas I developed
in the program and possibly relating my PhD level research to the topic of

development aid.

Lastly, it is also necessary to point out the stimulating atmosphere
that was the TARU group, with students from several different countries,
coming from diverse areas of knowledge but all of which with interest in the
core topics of facing humanity’s challenges. Taking part in this program was
a great opportunity to see a sense of group identity being created among
people that will most certainly be part of a select group of policy and decision
makers. Having worked and lived during a month with these people, I hope
that in the future we can further collaborate on projects that will necessarily
need to involve the joint efforts of many nations. The program was important
to demonstrate that we can indeed work together to help each other solve

global problems.



