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“A nation, like a person, has a mind—a mind that must be kept informed and alert, that




must know itself, that understands the hopes and needs of its neighbors—all the other nations that
live within the narrowing circle of the world.” This reflection by U.S. President Franklin D. Roosevelt
expresses the necessity of cross-cultural understanding among nations, needless to say among
individuals, amidst the increased pan-national relationships of the World War II era—the necessity
of such an attitude is further mounting today, as the world becomes more interconnected and
conflicts not only of the traditional political, military, or economic nature, but those of the societal
and environmental nature urges international collaboration. IARU GSP, as a program that fosters
pan-national education, ultimately further motivated me to work diligently toward my aspiration to
study abroad in the long term. The program allowed me to gain acute knowledge in a new academic
field, to absorb and reflect upon methods of learning, and to increase my understanding of conditions
overseas.

The IARU GSP was an opportunity to acquire an innovative perspective into an academic
field from inspiring professors. Generally, as theories often reflect geopolitical, societal, or other
contexts of a research setting, it is inevitable that certain theories flourish in particular settings. For
instance, the core theory explained in my course developed partly as a reflection of the complex
history in the greater area surrounding the university and as juxtaposition to the traditional
U.S.-centered theories. Hence, because GSP covers themes that adhere to each university’s strengths,
the course allowed me to absorb the concepts effectively—the professors, not only being specialists
but being the pioneer and central researchers of the program’s chief theory, captured the academic
theme in a holistic and fruitful manner despite the time constraints. More specifically, reading
materials, lectures, real-life application of the theories, and feedback were exceedingly
interconnected and germane. This experience taught me the merits of venturing into a new
environment and learning directly in a context where a certain concept had blossomed.

Furthermore, as I learned with students from a myriad of backgrounds, both inside and
outside the formal class setting, I began to absorb their academic approaches and to reflect upon
possible improvements of my own methods. Most significantly, the fellow students’ learning habits
exuded during questions and discussions showed their great alertness and engagement. In every
setting, the students thoughtfully connected new theories with previously presented ones—they not
only highlighted points that achieved the purpose of clarification, but points that further developed
such theories. Therefore, by submerging students in such an environment, the GSP enabled me to
exercise this approach, and it thereby provided valuable training and nurtured a healthy optimism
that I may, with preparation and practice, be able to participate in a likely method when studying
abroad again. Simultaneously, although I had been aware of this class participation dynamic from
previous knowledge, it was shocking to re-experience this first hand at an advanced university and
graduate level. This sense of awe enabled me to contemplate upon the improvements I could make
when posing questions and to humble myself in amount of knowledge and critical thinking
methodology that I must develop. In the long run, this revelation has driven me to proactively make
connections among the materials that I learned, to seek the applicability of theories in concrete
current events, and to genuinely fathom novel academic material on a daily basis.

Finally, the JARU GSP, which assembled experts and motivated students from various



settings, was an ideal arena to take advantage of the individual’s fortes and to exchange
intercultural and interdisciplinary information. First, the GSP, having been taught outside my home
country, focused on urging problems that I had yet to fully grasp. For instance, as the program was
conducted in Europe, the lectures enlightened me on the possible future for the EU. Although I had
had the chance to read about the EU in history classes and the media, the revealing lectures and
discussions with students who saw the implications of the EU in their quotidian lives exposed me to
an authentic outlook of this era-transforming system. Moreover, students were given the chance to
apply theories to significant cases pertinent to each participant’s university location as well as
majors. Through this process, students were better able to reaffirm the universality or to convey the
complexities of the theories. This characteristic was prevalent in GSP, where experts and students
assemble fresh perspectives from dissimilar majors and countries. A memorable case appeared upon
discussing “identity” as a concept that existed only given the formulation of the “other.” We then
considered the situation in Denmark or Singapore, whereby the “Danish” or “Singaporean” identity
was difficult to define individually and often were vocalized in relation to the new migrants, who are
viewed as the “other” per se. Vis-a-vis the concept of “we/us” versus the “other,” a sociology scholar
also presented a research which illustrates people’s prejudice toward the “other” as worthy of
suspicion and conversely “we/us” as worthy of trust. This occurrence exemplifies the holistic learning
experience that may flower when students from a wider range of contexts coexist.

Increased transnational movement of people and goods in recent times demands a smooth
system that accelerates these transactions. However, I have realized that dissimilar contexts and
people’s yearning to maintain a sense of sovereignty deems the creation of a unanimous world view
and the ultimate formation of a homogenous global system to be challenging. Nevertheless, steps to
mitigate unnecessary conflicts and delay remain indispensable, and I believe ceaseless exchange of
information and opinions is one simple, yet significant step that drives people closer to a world view
constructed upon a more authentic understanding of the unique realities of the world. Ultimately,
the IARU GSP was a significant opportunity that allowed me to appreciate the genuine value of one
such place—an intercultural academic setting that enables aspiring students to explore a broader
range of knowledge, ideas, and attitudes, to venture into an endeavor to become closer to
veritas—and now feel empowered by a sense of newfound motivation to assiduously work towards

the hopes of learning in such a stimulating environment again.
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I am a master student from the School of Engineering, the University of Tokyo. This summer, I went
to the University of Copenhagen to take a summer course called “Security: Theories, Practices and

Dilemmas of Widening the Concept” organized by IARU with JASSO Scholarship.




Last year, the first time I saw the call for application on the bulletin board of my department, I
simply thought it must be a nice experience to go abroad for several weeks in the summer vacation,
taking courses from top professors, making friends with nice people from 9 other famous
universities.

Then, when the application season started formally, I notice that the only course available during
Japanese summer vacation is this course about political science held by the University of
Copenhagen. (Later during my stay in Copenhagen, once the professor of IARU mentioned that
TIARU requires all the universities to make their best effort to schedule the course in July, due to
some specific reason, COP2 course is the only exception.

At least, if I could be admitted by this program, it would become my first visit to Europe, and I think
it must be extremely cool to have access to some famous professors’ courses on the other side of the
globe, though it is something different from my real major. In addition, the opportunity to improve
my English and to get to know some other friends who I would probably never know without this
program has also been an attractive factor for me.

After getting the letter of admission, a lot of preparation work is recommended to be done as soon as
possible, including finding accommodation, booking airplane tickets, budgeting and money
management issue etc.

Furthermore, pre-reading is common sense for political science students, therefore, a 1200 page
reading list has been sent by the teaching assistant of the course around 2 months before the course
really started. I was certainly surprised by the immense amount of reading, and due to many reasons,
I was only able to do a light reading on several important papers.

Later in an interesting survey during the course, it turns out that only 1 student from Australian
National University managed to go through the whole reading list before the course started.
However, it is obvious that, the more active your attitude of study is, the more knowledge would be
absorbed during the course.

Especially when this course is about a very professional research topic, called “securitization” first
proposed by the professors in the University of Copenhagen, adequate pre-reading will help to build
an overall framework on how this systematic theory works, so that during the course, students will
be able to have the energy to focus on how to apply the theory to various patterns or actual cases
effectively.

The object of pre-reading may be obvious for everyone, but it is fairly demanding for people to fulfill.
As my high school teacher always indoctrinated, all depends on one’s attitude.

Nevertheless, almost every student, including me, managed to cover over 50% of the reading list by
the end of the course, which means that everybody has really made impressive endeavor during the

course. I think I did as well.

Talking about what I have learned besides the professional knowledge in the course, there are really
a lot.
Firstly, I have received so much inspiration by watching how the other excellent students from the

other 9 universities participated in the IARU course. Initially, these students from USA, Britain or



other European countries are able to use English as fluently as their mother languages. Besides,
western style of lectures is discussion oriented, the more thoroughly students involve themselves
into the class, the easier it is to master what the professions are elaborating. Yet on the contrary, if
one cannot participate in the brainstorm through discussion, it would make the course become
tougher than typical Asian style lectures, because the answer to the discussed issues can seldom be
found on the textbooks.

In addition to fluent English and vigorous performance during class, those friends have inspired me
so much because it seems like that though some of them are as young as 19 years old (sophomore
year), for some reason, they have been so noticeably confirmed about their future career, or I should
say, their future dreams.

There’s a student from Yale University who is in her sophomore year, besides the brilliant
curriculum vitae, she is generally the most active student in the class. After two week’s stay, I got to
know from the conversations with her that, this aggressive attitude in the class is closely related to
her enthusiasm towards the major she chose.

For the past more than 20 years, I have lived along with the principles called “best is better than
appropriate”. Thus entering a reputed high school is the best while entering the professional
conservatory of music is not a wise decision; choosing the hottest discipline is the best while what is
my real interest has never been profoundly considered...

After this summer school, I am reflecting which way is really better at the moment, to choose the
best like what I did in the past, or to learn to recognize the most appropriate for myself. Artful is that
I am right now at the stage of job hunting. Though I have seen so many schoolmates and friends who
directly choose the most famous/profitable companies and address all their effort to the tests and
interviews, I am now considering that a clear and thorough entrepreneurial study in the beginning

will help us find the genuinely beloved job which we would like to work for the whole lifetime.

The 2nd inspiration I have been endowed with, is the way for formulation.

Since the 1st year in high school, I have chosen to study on science instead of liberal arts. Since then I
have been insulated from any subject like history, political science and etc. Later in the university, I
become an engineering student researching on wireless network. In the field of engineering, the
ultimate objective is to find the correct answer/solution to the existent problem. In other words,
problem itself is never a “problem” for engineers. The existence of problem is always clearly shown by
elaborating data, graph and table, therefore the emphasis is always concentrated on finding the
solution.

This summer course is probably my first chance to be engaged with social science way of analyzing a
problem. Briefly speaking, finding the correct answer is not the ultimate objective, since there could
hardly be a standardized answer to a social science problem. Therefore, the wisdom of formulating
the phenomenon, the sharpness of seeing through the superficial and random events to the buried
common grounds, the agility of applying the theoretical analysis to predict or prevent future events,
are basically the purposes for social science study.

Taking this summer course as an example again, students are required to firstly master the



framework and concept of the academic research field called "securitization” raised by Copenhagen
school, then to apply this theoretical tool to analyze and get the insight from a variety of specific case
studies.

Through this kind of formulization training, for the first time I have understood the systematic way
of social science research, and the difficulty of seeing through the superficial phenomenon must be

an important skill applicable to other fields and works.
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