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This was my first time to study abroad and visit China; so all the things were new and
unforgettable to me.

| decided to apply to this course for mainly three reasons. First, | really wanted to have an
experience of communicating with foreign students “in English”. Since a few years ago I’ve
noticed the necessity to be able to handle English, especially in speaking and listening. So | made
up my mind to enhance my English skill to some extent during my campus life; however | had few
good opportunities to use English in Japan. Therefore, | planned to study abroad then found IARU
GSP in the site of my university. 1 really wanted to know to what extent I could do among the
foreign students with my current English skill; therefore | resolved to apply to IARU. The second
reason is that | just wanted to know what is China. | think China is most energetic country in the
world because it has the largest population and is economically developing so fast. In addition,
China and Japan are tightly connected in many aspects, positively or negatively. | just wanted to




see how students of the top university of such a country are like. And I wished to know about China
deeply by living there and communicating with local people. Third, I cordially wanted to widen my
perspective toward the world. Because | had no experience of living and studying abroad, |
suspected that my view had been limited and domestic one. Therefore, | planned to know the ways
of thinking of foreign students.

During this one-month stay in Beijing, | could attain all these goals. First, I could not help
noticing that my English skill was in the lowest level among the students in GSP. Most students
participating in the summer program learned English as a second language, but they could use
English with no difficulty. Of course it was difficult for me to tell what I thought in correct and
fluent English; however, what particularly embarrassed me was “listening to English”.  I’ve listened
to English to some extent in Japan, but here, the English was totally different from it. The speed
was much faster and the pronunciations were not always clear (because their mother tongues were
not English), so | often could not join the conversation and felt vexing.  I’ve learned that the
biggest difference between them and me is the frequency in English use. For example, people in
Europe and Singapore are using English in daily lives in their countries; on the other hand we
Japanese never use English in daily lives. I’ve never taken a class in English in my university. So
now | realize that | have to listen and speak more frequently in much higher level to catch up with
students in the world. | am going to continue training my English skill after this program.

Second, I could know about China deeply and come to like China during the program. We were
able to visit a lot of historical places and learn the Chinese tradition, culture and history in this
program. It really helped me to deepen my knowledge of China. In addition, | ate a variety kind
of food here and sometimes | could communicate with local Chinese people. Now, | feel familiar
with Beijing. | noticed it really interesting to learn about other country’s culture, tradition and
history because these factors mark the characters of people who live there.

In addition, this participation in IARUGSP strongly affected my ways of thinking. What | had
thought to be ordinal was not common at all in the world. For example, we Japanese people use
only one language in our country but such a thing is rare in the world. Opposite to Japan, European
people use both their own mother tongues and English, Singapore people use English and Chinese,
Malaysian people use Malay and English, and etc. They learn and come to be able to use English
naturally; therefore, they do not think studying abroad as such a difficult thing because they can
easily overcome the language barriers. This means that it takes much more efforts for Japanese to
come to do very remarkable work in the world with a good command of English.  On the other hand,
I could know that Japanese cultures were broadly appreciated among the international students. So
many students knew Japanese cultures such as Japanese animation, comics, food, athletes and songs.
In addition to this, they saw Japan as a well-organized and sophisticated country. This let me boast
myself of being Japanese.

By the way, the best things | was able to get in this one month are friends. This is my first
experience to make friends with foreign people; therefore talking and acting with them were really
exciting for me.  All of the foreign students in this program were really kind to me though | could
not use English very well. 1 will never forget the days in Beijing spent with the supreme friends.



Now, this experience makes me want to study overseas again. | gained confidence in myself in
this course and knew that | could manage in the international situation. Though it was short time,
this study abroad gave me plenty of experiences and insights; therefore, if possible, I would like to
study abroad for more than one year and acquire lots of things. Although it is not easy to find
opportunity to do this because | belong to the laboratory now, | strongly wish I could manage some
day.

Finally I would like to say thank you to all the people involved in this IARU GSP in the Peking
University. This precious experience is my treasure forever.
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Even before | took part in this IARU program | was interested in studying abroad since | had entered

the University of Tokyo. However, one of the biggest hindrances that had prevented me from

studying abroad until this program are the exams of each semester until the sophomore’s first

semester, which determines the faculty you will belong to from junior. Because of this | was always

discouraged to study abroad for a long period, since | was afraid of dropping out or having to study

an extra year. Also the difference of the time when a new semester starts between the other

universities outside Japan and the University of Tokyo made it even more difficult. For example if

you want to study abroad during the summer holidays, since the exams are in July and usually the

summer vacation in universities abroad starts in June, you have to skip them in order to study abroad.

Fortunately my exam for this semester is in the beginning of September | was finally able to study

abroad. Since this was my biggest desire since | entered university |1 was very excited and also




determined to make the most of it. The lectures at Peking University were all conducted in English

so sometimes they were difficult for me to catch up with almost all the native English speaking

students, though they were worth challenging and after I completed the program | feel more

confident in myself than before. Besides the lectures I also had so many opportunities to speak with a

lot of students from the universities of IARU all over the world, which was the most precious and

valuable experiences among all. Sharing stories about the current political economic, cultural, and

religious situations of one’s own country enabled me to view Japan from an objective and worldwide

viewpoint. Through this | noticed so many notable characteristics and virtues that the Japanese

people do not recognize in their daily lives but are highly regarded among the people all over the

world and big problems as well. For example, in Japan, people and the media tend to look only the

negative side of things and lose hope for the future, or take things too seriously. From a worldwide

standpoint, however not everything is bad as we the Japanese think. There are many aspects such as

manners, virtues, values and rules that other countries could not manage possess at any cost.

Noticing this difference in the way of thinking among the world, I have come to rethink the current

situations of Japan and also change my way of thinking. Finally all the experiences during this IARU

GSP program have led me to further understandings of other cultures among the world and further

desires to study abroad again in the future. | will certainly seek for another opportunity during the

rest of my bachelor years to study politics, economics, or arts abroad. Even if | don’t have enough

time to study abroad during my bachelor degrees, | am planning to go to a graduate school outside

Japan or to an exchange program at Todai’s graduate school.
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