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Figure 1| Phylogenctic rdationships and geographical loation of 84
Austronesian societies. Majority-rule consensus tree summarizing the 1,000
Austronesian basic vo@mbulary trees (major linguistic sub-groupings n dicated)
(see al=0 Supplementary Fig. 1). Cirdes at the nodes in the consensus tree
indicate proportional levels of support for different forms of political
organization in ancestral societies under the best-fitting model of evolution
(umilinear ). Modes relating to often discussed ancestral Austronesian
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Obsarved forms of political organization in Xy
societies x and y

Grey wedges indicate proportion of phylogenstic

trees in which that node is absent

Proportional auppu'tforciﬁamnt forma of political
organization in the most recent common ancestor

of x and y

communities are highlighted: proto-Austronesian (P An; ancestor to all
Anstmnesian societies), proto-Malayo-Polynesian (PMP), proto-Oceanic
(POc) and proto-Polynesian (FPn). Approximate locations of these ancestral
communities are indicated on the map. Bmnch lengths in this figure are
arbitrary (that is, not proportional to the degree of ingnistic change or time).
WMP, Western Malayo-Polynesian; CMP, Central Malayo-Polynesian.
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Figure 2| Models of political evolution tested in this study. The three

models on the white backgmund (UN, unilinear; RU, relaxed unilinear; REC,
rectilinear ) represent the idea that political evolution follows a sequence of
incremental steps in the direction of increasing complexity, but differ as to

whether and how dereases can oocur. The three models on the grey
background (AT, alternative trajectories; ATR, alternative trajectories

{reversible); FULL) allow non-sequential inereases in political complexdty.
Forms of political organization: A, acephaloussociety; sC, simple chiefdom; oC,

complex chiefdom; §, state.
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