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BACKGROUND
▸ From Rossendale in England (near Manchester) 

▸ Studied for undergraduate and doctoral degrees at 
the University of Oxford 

▸ 2 Years Postdoctoral Research at RIKEN (Wako) 

▸ Independent research group at University of 
Leicester for >7 years 

▸ Tokyo Institute of Technology for 3 years 

▸ University of Tokyo since April 2011 

▸ PEAK, GPES 

▸ Research 

▸ Spin- and Photo-chemistry 

▸ Instrument development and application
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REASONS FOR PROMOTING MY RESEARCH

▸ Little previous promotion in UK 

▸ Landscape has changed with social 
media and ubiquitous connectivity 

▸ Long absence from my 
independent research field 

▸ Need to re-establish reputation 

▸ Exciting new developments  

▸ Enthusiastic to share 

▸ Reporting to Kakenhi
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THE PROCESS
▸ Paper accepted by journal 

▸ Sent e-mail to UTokyoResearch staff 

▸ Need to complete form in both 
English and Japanese 

▸ Asked my colleague to help with 
Japanese translation 

▸ Four components 

▸ UTokyoResearch page 

▸ Japanese press release 

▸ International press release 

▸ UTokyo repository
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HELPFUL, KNOWLEDGEABLE AND FRIENDLY STAFF

▸ The process was made straightforward 
thanks to the UTokyoResearch staff 

▸ Clear guidance throughout the 
process and rapid response to 
inquiries 

▸ Communicated with others in 
Japanese 

▸ Gave excellent advice / editing on the 
article in both Japanese and English 

▸ Genuine expertise in producing 
content suitable for the public
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UTOKYORESEARCH CONTENT 

▸ Nice, clean design 

▸ Convenient links in Japanese and 
English (equivalent pages) 

▸ Continuous access (persistent links) 

▸ Facebook posts 

▸ E-mail distribution 

▸ Links on front of UTokyo website
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PRESS RELEASES

▸ No Japanese press 
release 

▸ Questions from 
Japanese journalists 

▸ Main target was 
international 
researchers / news 
outlets 

▸ International press release 
was with EurekAlert
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THE IMMEDIATE CONSEQUENCES
▸ Easy to share my research through my own 

social networks 

▸ Article rapidly picked up by many science 
news sites and blogs. 

▸ e.g. phys.org, nanowerk, sciencenewsline, 
healthmedicinet.com, 15 minute news… 

▸ Statistics on Angewandte Chemie site using 
Altmetric 

▸ Top 1.6% of outputs from AC 

▸ Top 5% of all outputs tracked by Altimetric 

▸ Paper requests (direct and on researchgate 
highest experienced)
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THE LONGER TERM CONSEQUENCES

▸ Invited to submit to a video journal based on 
our article (JOVE - journal of visualised 
experiments) 

▸ Invited to submit an entry to Atlas of Science 
(accepted) 

▸ Invited lecture arranged by a physics professor 
at Hongo - joined a collaborative research 
program 

▸ Invited to write an article for the magazine of 
the Japan Society of Applied Physics (Oyo 
Buturi) (accepted) 

▸ To be featured as a “Key Scientific Article” in 
“Advances in Engineering”
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UTOKYO REPOSITORY
▸ At the time of preparing the UTokyoResearch article and press release, all repository 

arrangements completed. 

▸ 6 months later, article appeared in the repository and I was informed by e-mail 

▸ UTokyoResearch pages updated  

▸ Convenient download link to use on own website / Researchgate / social media etc
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ARTICLE IS NOW 
OPENLY ACCESSIBLE!



SUMMARY

▸ Smooth and very useful process 

▸ Very convenient resource for sharing in a variety of 
contexts 

▸ Large increase in exposure and readership 

▸ Follow on opportunities for further exposure 

▸ Non-paywall link to original article from repository
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MY OUTREACH EXPERIENCES
▸ Worked extensively in public 

outreach of science in the UK 

▸ Typically ran 20-30 events per year 

▸ Worked with the general public, 
schoolteachers and children aged 
10 - 18 

▸ Developed a Nationwide 
programme called “Chemistry : The 
Next Generation” 

▸ Interactive activities across the UK
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Education for all
Bringing science to the whole of society

Secondary school (11-16)

Salters’ Festival 
kNOw Chemistry 

Spring School 
Summer School 

What do chemists do? 
A day in the life of a 
chemistry student

Sixth form (17-18)
Activities day 

Chemistry Masterclass 
Hands free & Hands on 

Chemistry Careers 
Spectroscopy afternoons 

Revision conference 
Visual revision 

Amazing chemical technology

Primary school (4-10)

Magical chemical energy 
The science of ice cream

The Public

Pylons : Friend or Foe? 
Chemistry of the mobile 

phone 

Schoolteachers
Teachers’ Spectroscopy 

Workshop 
Practical and Creative 

Chemistry 
Inspiring with IT



Make your own 
electrochromic polymer

Display technology

Dye-sensitized 
Solar Cells

Energy technology Green technology

Biodegradeable 
Polymers

Display technology

Light emitting chemicals - 
chemiluminescence

Circuit nanotechnology

Photolithography - 
Make your own 

circuit board

Chemistry : Hands free & Hands on



Magical Chemical Energy
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SOME IDEAS
▸ What aspects of your studies / research fascinate 

you most? 

▸ Could you excite others with these things?  

▸ Don’t wait for someone to ask you - just do it! 

▸ Running science outreach events with the public / 
schoolchildren in both English and Japanese 

▸ Combine the efforts of home and international 
students 

▸ Wide variety of subjects / disciplines 

▸ Hands on and interactive is best if possible 

▸ I can provide suggestions, advice and support 

▸ Contact with PEAK and GPES students
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION!

IF YOU WANT TO GET IN TOUCH 
WOODWARD@GLOBAL.C.U-TOKYO.AC.JP

mailto:woodward@global.c.u-tokyo.ac.jp

