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The University of Tokyo Study Abroad/Student Exchange Program Report Form

Date: 10/18/2016

Faculty/Graduate School at UTokyo: Faculty of Arts and Sciences
Year at the time of Study Abroad (e.g. 3vd year/ M1/ D2): 4th year
Program Attended:

Host University: Peking University

Occupation after graduation (intended):

1. Research 2. Specialist (Medical * Judiciary * Accountant) 3. Civil Service
4. NPO 5. Private sector (Type of industry: ) 6. Entrepreneurship
7. Others ( Graduate School Student )

Outline of the receiving institution overseas

Peking University is a prestigious university located in Beijing, China

Reason why you decided to participate

I decided to participate to learn Chinese and get to know Chinese culture.

M

2
3
“

(&)
(6)

(7

®)
®

Period of Study etc.

Academic status before the program: Completed the 2nd semester of the 2nd year of Undergraduate
study in year 2015.

Status during the program: Study Abroad
Duration: From 2015 to 2016. Departing in ( 3) year of Undergraduate in 2015

Registering for classes on return: Re-registered for classes from ( 1) semester of the (4 ) year of
Undergraduate in year 2016

Period of job hunting: Not planning to job hunt

Number of credits earned before program [ 14 ]. Number of credits earned during the program
which will be processed for transfer [ 22 ]. Number of (expected) credits after program [ 36 ]

Enrolled/Expected timing of graduation: Enrolled: September, 2013. Graduated/completed July,
2017

Time taken from enrollment to graduating/completion: [ 3] years [ 10 ] months

Reason for choosing period to study abroad:
I just deemed it most common to go study abroad during the third year.




Preparation for the program

(1) Application process (please give any advice on dealing with the application process)

Paper work, especially the USTEP program may be a bit troublesome if your main campus is in
Komaba, since some of the paperwork must be done in hard copy, in which you need to go all the way
to Hongo. Otherwise, for the essay, I would say just be honest and be yourself on your intentions of
studying abroad. The essay should sound true and genuine.

(2) Visa application (type of visa, where to apply, processing time, any advice on visa application)

I went with a student visa. You usually enter China with a X1 visa, and when you get to China, if
you stay for more than a semester, you need to apply for a residence permit. In my case, the Peking
University office took care of it for me.

(8) Medical check-ups (health check-ups before departure, inoculations, etc.)

You can choose to have a health check-up before departure. Or else you can also choose to go through
a health check up organized by Peking U. There isn’t additional charge, and people tell you the
instructions during registration.

(4) Insurance (information about insurance for travel/studying abroad purchased)
I was covered by insurance from U Tokyo. Otherwise, if you are staying for more than a semester,
you need to buy insurance from PKU as well.

(5) Procedures required by your Faculty/Graduate School (any information about course
registration, credits, exams, submission of dissertations etc)

I studied at the School of Chinese as a Second Language. They were just regular language classes. If

you want to take different courses, there is an online registration program. Peking U provides

mentors on specific dates who will help you to register for different credits.

(6) Language preparation (language level (English, etc.), lessons etc.)
I went there to learn Chinese and I think it wasn’t that hard to get used to living there. People are
friendly and are willing to help.

(7) Items which should be taken with you from Japan and any other advice on things which should
be done before leaving Japan.

For Beijing specifically, the weather gets really cold and sometimes the heating can be bad. I would

not have survived without HEATTECH. Maybe taking some common medicine, especially medicine

for st())mach aches should be good. (Some food in China is not sanitary, so you might get stomach

aches




Information on the academic/research program

(1) Copy of list of subject taken (f classes were taken)

¢ Please mark with e all subject which you are processing to transfer credits to the University of Tokyo
® (Chinese Writing I

Conversational Chinese I

Chinese Foreign Policy and International Relations

Chinese Writing 111

Conversational Chinese III

Intermediate Business Chinese

(2) Outline of the program (Style of the lessons/preparation study/review study, thing which left an
impression on you, etc.)

The School of Chinese as a Second Language is a faculty dedicated just for the education of Chinese
to foreigners. It is just like a language school where students first take a placement test, and they
are placed into a level of class ranging from about #1 to #23. They then take classes according to their
level, the higher you go, the more electives you can choose from.

(3) Number of subjects/credits per semester, number of hours of study/research time in a week (including
class hours and study out-of-class hours)
20 hours of Chinese language classes a week.

(4) Advice on aspects of academic/research work
Language courses are quite straightforward. Just study things on time, and try and study Chinese
outside of the classroom.

(5) Problems experienced with language issues, advice concerning language, etc.

I didn’t have many problems with language when I first went to China even though I did not have
any advanced Chinese knowledge. As long as you download a Chinese dictionary on your phone and
are willing to try and converse with locals, they will be willing to help.




Aspects of life

(1) Accommodation (Type (home-stay, room-sharing etc.), cost, atmosphere/appearance of
accommodation, how you found it, etc.)

I rented an apartment outside of the school dormitories.

(2) Living environment (such as climate, environment around the institution, transport facilities,
food, managing your money (overseas money transfer, credit cards))

The living environment in China may be quite shocking especially if you're traveling straight from

Tokyo. The environment is not so clean and the climate is quite severe. Summer weather goes up to

about 38 degrees celsius and winter weather goes down to about -17 degrees celsius. Also, students

should be careful when eating, and try to avoid raw food as well as food that is sold in the streets.

They tend to be unsanitary and may cause food poisoning.

(8) Aspects of risk and safety management (safety of local region, condition of medical facilities, any
action taken in maintaining your mental and physical health, etc.)

Beijing is not the safest city in the world. I personally never had the experience, but some classmates

have experience pick pocketing, therefore you should take special care of your wallet and smart

phone.

(4) Details of expenses (breakdown of costs, such as airfare, program fees, cost of required books,
rent, food, travel cost, money spent on entertainment)

* Monthly living cost and its breakdown

Living cost is definitely much less than Tokyo. I personally would not like to disclose my living costs, but

it definitely was less than that of Tokyo.

Total cost spent on studying abroad and its breakdown
I would not like to disclose this information

(5) Financial aid Gf you were receiving financial aid/scholarships, please give the name of the source
of the aid, amount, and how you found it, etc.)

N/A

(6) Activities other than academic/research work (sports, cultural, volunteer/internship, weekend
activities, etc.

Most exchange students in Beijing tend to travel to different cities in China during weekends and

holidays with exchange friends. There are also some activities that are planned by the International
Student Office.

Environment of the receiving institution

(1) Support facilities for students taking part in the program (such as language, academic, living
support mechanism and counseling services)

I think the International Student Office is very willing to help out when you have any problems with

your life. I personally didn’t have any reason to seek for help, but there is an office that helps you out

with all processes such as registration and obtaining a student visa.

(2) Facilities (libraries, sports facilities, cafeteria, IT equipment and facilities, etc.)
The gym in Peking Univ. is very accessible and cheap. If you want to book a court for badminton or
basketball, that is also available. There are various cafeterias on campus with a wide variety of food.
They do not take cash, but only student ID cards that can be charged at the office.




Studying abroad and job hunting

(1) (those that have job hunted) Impact that the your study abroad had on job hunting, merit and
demerit

N/A

(2) (those who will be starting job hunting) How the study abroad has impacted your thoughts towards
employment

N/A
(8) Actions towards job hunting while studying abroad (if any)

N/A

(4) If you have succeeded in finding a job, please inform us, if agreeable, as much as possible about
your job

1. Research 2. Specialist (Medical * Judiciary * Accountant) (position: ) 3. Civil Service(name

of institution: )

4. NPO (name of organization and field: ) 5. Private sector (name of company and industy: )

6. Entrepreneurship (field: ) 7. Others ( )

Looking back over the program
(1) The significance of the program and how you have developed by taking part in it, any other
impression from having studied abroad

I think going abroad really helped me broaden my perspective of how I view the world. Especially
my time in China really helped me gain insight into the Chinese people and their lives. I think
studying abroad was a breath of fresh air after having spent two years at the University of Tokyo.
Studying abroad, not only broadens one’s point of view, but also helps students think in a more
analytical and critical way. They are also called to respect and accept different ideologies.

(2) Your plans having studied abroad

Previous to studying abroad in China, I would never have considered going to China for job hunting.
But as of now, I am open to more countries for job hunting. Also, I would like to continue my language
studies.

(8) Any messages or advice for future participants
Just try to make the most out of your time, and do not be scared in making new friends.

Miscellaneous
(1) Websites or publications which were useful while preparing for or during your time overseas
http://english.pku.edu.cn/Admission/InternationalStudents/

(2) Please submit any photographs which may be used on the University of Tokyo websites or
publications.




