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Addpress of the President of the University of Tokyo

at the 2017 Autumn Semester Diploma Presentation/
Commencement Ceremony

Many congratulations to all of you.
You have been awarded a doctor's,
master's, professional, or bachelor's
degree by the University of Tokyo.
On behalf of the University, I extend
my sincere congratulations. I also
congratulate your families, who have
supported you through your studies,
and are present here today to join you

in these celebrations.

582 graduate students completed
programs this autumn. Of these,
262  doctoral  degree

program graduates, 271 master's

there are
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program  graduates, and

degree

49 professional degree program
graduates. 61 undergraduate students
have also graduated. Of these, 25 are
graduates of Programs in English
at Komaba, or PEAK, an English-
language

undergraduate  degree

program. Further, 5 are the graduates
of the Global Science Course of
the Faculty of Science, an English-
language undergraduate  transfer
program for those who started their
study at foreign universities. 400 of
our students, or about 60%, come

from outside Japan.
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This April, the University of Tokyo
celebrated its 140th anniversary. You
are graduating during this memorable

year in the history of the University.

The first 70 years of the University
of Tokyo the

modernization of Japan, which began

coincided with
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with the opening of the country to
the world. One of the University's
first functions was to educate highly
talented professionals to work with
the Meiji government and transform
Japanintoamodern state. The aim was
to gain acceptance from international
society. In the beginning, the
University =~ embraced ~ Western
learning. But it also developed new
learning by integrating Eastern and
Western approaches. This has become

a tradition at the University of Tokyo.

The second 70 years started with the
reconstruction of Japan, physically
and socially, after World War II. In
the latter half of the 20th century,
innovation in science and technology
helped  drive

expanding the global economy. In

industrialization,

the meantime, fortunately, Japan
achieved rapid economic growth and
developed into one of the world's
most advanced and peaceful states. In
this period, too, the University played
an important role by educating many
highly-skilled professionals for all

areas of Japanese society.

Now, the University of Tokyo has
just embarked on the journey of its
third 70 years, a period we name

“UTokyo 3.0." In this time, we
must envision the future direction
of our society, and create new value
aiming to contribute to the common
good of humanity. This is the first
year in this great project. You are the
first of our graduates whose working

lives will take place in this new era of

UTokyo 3.0.

In this period of UTokyo 3.0, the
University of Tokyo is working to

create a better future for society. It

is important that you also create
your own future rather than wait for
it to happen. I hope you will enjoy
fulfilling lives after graduation and

will contribute to the common good.

Today, I would like to tell you about
two topics that might provide you
with some hints for navigating your
future. One is about our lifespan,
the other about water and the

environment.

As you all know, Japanese average life
expectancy has become longer over
the last century. According to the
latest survey in July, life expectancy
reached a new high. There are nearly
70,000 people over 100 years old in
Japan, and the number is increasing
by about 2,000 each year. In January
this year, one academic society made
a proposal to raise the definition of
when senior citizenship starts from
the current 65 years old. Indeed,
people can work untl an older
age than before. This trend is true
not just of Japan but also of many
other countries thanks to improved
nutrition and public health. I am
certain that the coming 70 years will
see the emergence of an entirely new
and unprecedented society, in which
we live together with a great number

of senior citizens.

In June, the University of Tokyo

became a  designated national

university corporation. This means

that the University has greater

3

autonomy. I would like to make good
use of this greater freedom to start a
new program in the next academic
year. Under the current system, our
academic staff retire at the age of
65. I plan to introduce a new system
that will allow retirees who are still
active to continue working with the
University in some way. You might
think such re-employment could
take away jobs from young people.
In fact, our objective is the opposite.
This new system is intended to
enable senior members to utilize their
experiences to support the university.
Meanwhile, this will allow us to hire
more talented young individuals
and give them time to engage fully
in research and education. And of
course, give more time for life events
outside the university, involving your
families, your personal goals, your
health and personal activities. In
other words, the system is designed
to generate synergies between senior
and younger members.

Instead of only the younger
generation supporting the elderly,
this will facilitate a system in which
more older members are also able
to support their younger colleagues.
I hope this system will serve as a
sustainable model for active social
participation by people of all ages.
We are aiming to create such models
and present them to the world so that

many people can benefit from them.

You have many years ahead of you,
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and some may be worried about
future uncertainty. In my opinion,
a longer life span means a longer
period of time for activity and greater
opportunities. You may experience
setbacks, but taking on challenges
time and again will surely enrich
your lives. I hope you will take full
advantage of the long time you have

ahead of you.

Now, let us turn our eyes to the
world. The 21st century has seen
even more rapid advances in
science and technology, as well
as continued population growth.
Meanwhile, humanity faces many
shared challenges: environmental
degradation,  increased  regional
disparity, religious conflicts and other
problems. We have long regarded
our Mother Earth as a limitless and
unchanging home. But we have come

to realize that the earth is not infinite.

We face the challenge of how to
preserve this finite, shrinking earth.
We need to achieve sustainable
development of humankind and the
earth as a whole. At the same time,
we need to encourage individuals to
engage freely in the activities they
choose. As one possible approach,
let me talk about a case involving
something that you are all familiar

with: water.

Today I've brought something with
me. It's so small you probably can't
see it from
your seats, but

this is a pearl.

Diamonds
and other

jewels gain their brilliance only after

being processed by human hands.
But pearls are nature's work of art.
'The School of Science has a Marine
Biological Station in Misaki on
the southwestern tip of the Miura
Peninsula, in Kanagawa Prefecture.
The station is one of the oldest
marine research facilities in the world
and marked its 130th anniversary
last year. This facility was built at
the suggestion of American zoologist
Edward Morse, who discovered the

Omori shell mound.

Professor Morse came to Japan
to verify the Darwin's theory of
evolution. It was in 1877, the year
when the University of Tokyo was
founded. He was the first professor of
zoology at the University. Convinced
that diverse marine organisms
would play an important role in the
development of zoology, Professor
Morse proposed that the University
should establish a marine research
station. The University took up his
proposal and set up this station in
Misaki, a location with rich marine

biodiversity.

It was at this marine research station
that the world's first pearl farming
was conducted. About 130 years
ago, Professor Kakichi Mitsukuri
became the first Japanese professor
of zoology at the Faculty of Science
and the first director of the Misaki
Marine  Biological = Station. He
earned his doctorate in the United
States for research on shellfish. In

this station, he researched pearl
farming and

instructed Kokichi Mikimoto, the

encouraged and

founder of the Mikimoto company,
on how to produce cultured pearls.
Mr. Mikimoto later succeeded in
establishing pear] farming in Ise-
Shima, Mie Prefecture, and became
very successful in the pearl business.
It all started from the pearl farming at
the University's marine station on the

Miura Peninsula.

Clean seawater is essential for pearl
farming. Unfortunately, in the years
that followed, the quality of seawater
in the Miura area deteriorated
because of industrialization, making
it impossible to produce cultured

pearls.

Many decades since then, a change
in public mindset combined with
government efforts have greatly
improved the quality of water on
the Miura Peninsula and rivers in
and around Tokyo. In 2013, the
University of Tokyo, Kanagawa
Prefecture and other organizations
worked together to launch the
“Miura pearl project” to revive
pear] farming. This is a Miura pearl

produced by that project.

During the rapid growth after the
war, Japan experienced serious
environmental pollution. However,
Japan overcame such problems
through pioneering efforts, making

the seas around Misaki clean again.
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It enabled us to preserve and pass on
to the next generation the wealth of
biodiversity surrounding Misaki, or
what biologists worldwide used to
call “the sea of miracles.”

The Misaki pearl project is the symbol

of this broad and sustained effort.

It is our duty to preserve a pleasant,
beautiful environment not just for
our own generation but also for the
next generation. As graduates of the
University of Tokyo, every one of
you has the responsibility to take the
lead in preserving our environment.
Whenever you see a pearl in the
future, I hope you will remember this
story about the revival of the Miura
pearl, and remember that anything is

possible if you set your mind to it.

You have made many friends at the
University of Tokyo, a meeting place
of excellent students and researchers
from around the world. You have met

with people of different nationalities,
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religions and with different values,
and you have learned about the
importance of appreciating and
respecting such diversity. 1 believe
that the ties you have built at this
University will help you in your life
ahead. I hope that you will keep this
global awareness and tackle issues,
such as human rights, inequality and

environmental problems.

The unfading beauty of the perfectly
round pearl is often taken to represent
longevity, good health and happiness.
As such, pearls have traditionally
been used as accessories and gifts. I
hope you all will enjoy good health
and make the most of your time
in this age of longevity. I hope you
will contribute to making a peaceful
and sustainable world by using your
strengths and ties developed at the
University of Tokyo to create new
value and contribute to the collective

wisdom of humanity.
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You are graduating from the
University of Tokyo today, but your
pursuit of knowledge will never
end. Your ties with the University
will continue throughout your life.
We will continue to support your
activities in the future. Your diploma
is proof of our pledge that we will
continue to work with you for the
peace and well-being of all humanity.
There may come a time in your life
when you want to take a pause and
prepare for a new challenge. The
University of Tokyo will always be
here to welcome you back. Please

make use of what the University can

offer.

As alumni, I ask that you do all you
can to make the University of Tokyo
a better place for education and
research for all our members, past,

present, and future.

Finally, I would like to wish you all
well and every success in your future

lives.

Congratulations!
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Graduation Ceremony Student Representative's Speech

Professors,

Thank you President,

graduates, parents and other friends.

My name is Xu Lu, and I'm from
China. I am a student of Graduate
School of Economics and I am going
to graduate with my master's degree
this September and go on to complete
my doctoral degree here. Thank my
professor Aoki for giving me so much
guide during these two years. Thank
the graduate school of Economics and
‘The University of Tokyo for giving me
this opportunity to represent graduate
students by saying a few words here
today. Two years ago, we came to
Toudai, with diversified background
and different dreams to pursue. In
these two years, we tried our best to
explore the fantastic unknown world,

the world of science and art, and the

world of our future life.

Till now, the most I have learned from

Toudai is from my life of economic
studies. I still remember what my
professor told me one year ago when
I was choosing my research topics for
my master and doctoral thesis. He said:
you don't have to determine your topic
right now; there is no need to rush.
Instead, you can take your time, trying
to explore different potentials till you
find the topic that you are really into.
When making the decisions, always
ask yourself: is this research topic the
one that really inspires you? Do you
firmly believe that you have enough
enthusiasm to dig into your topic
even large difficulties are unavoidable?
Researchers may not be happy if they
choose some topics that may be heated
and easier but that they are not

interested in.

I think the same applies to the choice of
‘theme’  for our whole life. We have

different dreams and plans. Someone's

dream may be to find a job in an
investment bank after studying English
literature for two years, while another
one's dream may be to be a music
producer when he graduates with his
master's degree in finance. To me, it is
not necessary to copy the ‘theme’

of life of others. what really matters is
to follow the desire from the bottom
of our heart: what I really want to be
what I really want to do, and what I

really want to contribute to this world.

Our whole life is like Business Cycles:
in certain periods we have ups and
downs, successes and failures; we may
find at some points we are struggling
and feeling like we are not on the right
track or we are not doing what we
really want to do. However, in the long
run our life goes toward to a way that

ultimately direct us to the dream that
we have deep in our mind, and it

is never too late to reach it, as far as

Graduation Ceremony Student Representative's Speech

President  Gonokami,  distinguished
faculty,

fellow graduates, family,
friends, ladies and gentlemen, thank
you for gracing this morning with
your kind presence. I am honored

to be able to join you in celebrating

the graduation of the University
of Tokyo s batch of September
2017 today. Congratulations, fellow

graduates!

I am delighted and immensely grateful

for the opportunity to stand before
you today, as the representative of
the College of Arts and Sciences; I
stand here, together with my fellow
graduating class, only because we

had the privilege of standing on the

% B& sr
BELHER

we can overcome those difficulties,

prejudices and misunderstandings.

Finally, to everyone who touched our
lives, we say thank you. To parents who
stood by us, to teachers and supervisors
who guide us in academic life, to
administrators who wanted to make
our experiences in Toudai as amazing as
possible. Without you—without each
other—there would be no purpose to

being here, no way to advance.

Sincerely, and from the bottom of my

heart, thank you all.

VI T4V T
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shoulders of giants. To our dearest
PEAK professors and staff, who have
unwaveringly supported us in all
fathomable aspects, beyond their call
of duty, and taught us to believe that
the journey towards change might be
long and dreary but never fruitless;
our dearest family, who have, amidst
countless sleepless nights of doubts and
worries, empowered us to explore and
discover ourselves and dabbled in some
risk-taking in the past four years; and
our dearest friends, who have seen us
through the waves of emotion, growth,
deliberation, struggles, and smiles —

heartfelt gratitude to all, to whom we

dedicate this degree and moment of

pride.

To my fellow PEAK class of 2017:
flashback to us — all suited up for our
entrance ceremony, cameras clicking,
bright smiles flashing, and also us
— nary a clue about the incredible
journey that we have now successfully
sailed through. I am so, very proud of
all that we have achieved, and all that
we will go on to achieve. Despite the
mind-boggling amalgamation of same
tongue, different accents, and different
tongues but same accent, or perhaps

precisely because of such diversity, we

grew in our shared differences; I daresay
we grew our own identity. Diversity is
our strength, and we never let the fear
of language barriers, administrative
issues or unspoken social “norms”

unbeknownst to us, limit our access
to opportunities — in fact, we push
through to seck more, and seck
institutional changes that engender
the social acceptance of the other, on
top of the recognized pragmatic need
thereof. It is our thirst for knowledge,
exploration, and education that has
nurtured a kind of resourcefulness that
will undoubtedly be crucial for the rest

of our lives. For this, I am grateful to

this university for having created this
environment for us to amass invaluable
skills and unique experiences possibly
unavailable in any other program in

the world.

To everyone present today: let us
carry on this unflappable spirit in
our respective fields, all the best as
we make our mark in the world, and
congratulations once again. I quote
some wise words from my closest
mentor, “What can be said has been
said. Go change the world.”
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Address of the President of the University of Tokyo
at the 2017 Autumn Matriculation Ceremony

Welcome to the University of
Tokyo. On behalf of the University,

I would like to extend our sincere

congratulations to you. I would also your studies, and are present here

like to congratulate your families, today to join in this celebration.

who have supported you through
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The total number of new students
entering our Graduate Schools this
autumn is 760. Of these, 432 are
joining master's programs, 278 are
joining doctoral programs, and
50 are joining professional degree
programs. At our Undergraduate
Faculties, 23 students are enrolling
in Programs in English at Komaba,
or PEAK, an

degree program. Also, 5 students are

English-language

entering the Global Science Course
of the Faculty of Science, an English-
language transfer program for those
who started their study at foreign

universities.

All of you must be eager to take on
new challenges in research and study
at the University of Tokyo. In terms of
size, the range of academic disciplines,
and the level of research activity, the
University of Tokyo is one of the
world's leading universities. I would
like you to make the best use of our
outstanding academic environment
to expand and realize your dreams.
You will have full support from all

our staff at the University.

This April, the University of Tokyo
celebrated its 140th anniversary. The
University was established in 1877,

created by merging Tokyo Kaisei
School and Tokyo Medical School.

The first half of those 140 years
coincided with the modernization of
Japan, which began with the opening
of the country to the world. During
this period, the University of Tokyo
cultivated a unique environment
for incorporating both Eastern and

Western scholarship, and contributed

to Japanese society by producing

future leaders.

The second 70 years started with the
physical and social reconstruction
of Japan after World War IIL
The University has confirmed its
commitment to building a peaceful
and democratic society. Our alumni
are  highly-educated  professionals

working in all areas of society.

The University has faced tough
challenges on many occasions over
the past 140 years. For instance, many
of the University's buildings were
destroyed or burned down during the
1923 Great Kanto Earthquake. The
symbol of our scholarship, the old
university library, was also destroyed.
A donation from the Rockefeller
Foundation helped to build the
library that stands on this campus
today. This Yasuda Auditorium was
built in 1925, two years after the
earthquake, thanks to a donation
from the late Zenjiro Yasuda. The
University of Tokyo has received
much goodwill from many people

both in Japan and abroad.

The Great Kanto Earthquake
destroyed over 370,000 buildings.
More than 100,000 people lost their
lives. Newspapers, which provided
fact-based news to the public, were
completely destroyed. In this vacuum,
baseless rumors spread quickly from
person to person, bringing chaos to
the lives of many people. This history
shows us that the “fake news” of
lies and hate that we now often hear
is not new. The University of Tokyo

started an initiative for the academic

9
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study of newspapers in the late
1920s. This was partly because of the
lessons learned in the aftermath of

the earthquake.

But this initiative to create a new
academic discipline did not start
smoothly. Back then, newspapers
were not seen as a suitable subject
for academic  research.  Some
people questioned whether it was
appropriate to have such a research
center at the University. Professor
Hideo Ono, who had once worked
as a newspaper reporter and was
teaching in the Faculty of Letters,
was very aware of the importance of
studying newspapers. Professor Ono
worked tirelessly with other like-
minded people to gain the support of
businesses and newspaper companies.
Their efforts led to the creation of a
Research Department for Journalism
Studies in the Faculty of Letters in
1929.

The Meiji Newspaper and Periodical
Archives (Meiji Shinbun Zasshi
Bunko) which was established in
the Faculty of Law in 1927, was
also important. This unique library
was established by the Study Group
on Meiji Culture (Meiji Bunka
Kenkyukai). A diverse group of
researchers created the society to

carry out a comprehensive study
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of Meiji culture. Sakuzo Yoshino,
a former professor of the Faculty of
Law and a leading figure of Taisho
Democracy, was a member. He and
other experts worried about the loss
of modern historical documents in
the earthquake. With donations from
the business community, they created
the archives to preserve newspapers,

magazines, and other fragile materials.

In 1949, four years after the
end of World War II, University
President Shigeru Nanbara launched
the Institute of Journalism and
Studies. As a

political scientist, Professor Nanbara

Communication

believed that the University should
contribute to creating the theoretical
framework for a new journalism
suited to a democratic postwar
Japan. The Institute served as a hub
of communications studies covering
newspapers and broadcasting, and
nurtured many scholars in the field.
Later, as the information revolution
proceeded, it was reorganized as the
Institute of Socio-information and
Communication Studies, and finally
integrated into the Graduate School
of Interdisciplinary  Information
Studies in 2004. This graduate school
now studies the latest developments
in social and information media.
Today, some people say that we
are living in a  “post-truth” era.
In times such as these, it is more
important than ever to research how

communications function in society.

Advances in information and
communications technologies are
changing how university lectures

are conducted. I'm sure you are

familiar with MOOCs, or Massive
Open Online Courses. MOOCs
allow people worldwide to learn
online wherever they are. The
University of Tokyo also offers
several lectures through MOOCs.
Over 300,000 students from more
than 180 countries have registered.
Now anyone can easily access
the knowledge of world-leading

universities at their home.

The University of Tokyo offers 10
courses, including “From the Big
Bang to Dark Energy” by Professor
Hitoshi Murayama, Director of
The Kavli Institute for the Physics
and Mathematics of the Universe.
This course introduces research that
explains the origin of everything in the
universe through physics, astronomy
and mathematics. Professor
Murayama's course has allowed over
100,000 students from all over the
world to engage with the latest results
in this field. Professor Kiichi Fujiwara
of the Graduate Schools for Law and
Politics introduced an interesting
approach in his course “Conditions

of War and Peace.”

the course from around the world,

Students on

including countries that experienced
conflicts, discussed ways to prevent
war and maintain peace. Professor
Michihiro Kandori of the Faculty
of Economics gave a course called
“Welcome to Game Theory.”

Through  his

worldwide participated in a Game

lectures, students

Theory experiment and contributed
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to the development of Game Theory

research.  Historically,  academic
research has been conducted on
paper through research papers and
books. But new information and
communications technologies are
fundamentally changing the structure

of scholarship.

Today, you can accumulate a large
amount of knowledge in cyber space
and use it wherever you are. So, we
ask ourselves, what is the significance
of learning on the university campus?
The increase of digital content makes
it easy for us to access a great amount
of knowledge recorded in research
papers and textbooks. However,
creating new scholarship means
adding new value to the knowledge
accumulated  throughout human
history. This challenge is on a different
level. Creating new scholarship is
made possible when many people
from diverse backgrounds share their
knowledge and generate new ideas

through vigorous debate.

The University is a space that
guarantees you the maximum freedom
and safety to engage in such academic
activities. Our campuses offer you a
number of opportunities to deepen
your knowledge into wisdom through
interaction with people from diverse
backgrounds. You can talk personally
with top researchers, discuss with

other students in class or during
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tutorials, conduct experiments in a
cutting-edge research environment,
participate in fieldwork, spend time
at libraries full of historical works. All
these exciting learning experiences
are waiting for you here at this

University.

There are many students here who
were educated overseas, following
their dreams to the University of
Tokyo. Studying at this University is
an opportunity to meet people from
different backgrounds and pursue
your own dreams. I encourage you
to meet and share experiences and
ideas with students and graduates
regardless of nationality, gender, age,
ability, or religion. This may be a
chance for you to think more deeply
about your own identity.

As university president, I will do my
best to help you realize your dreams.
Active interaction by a diversity of
unique individuals will enrich the
University. As the newest members of
our community, I hope you will join
us as we work to make the University

of Tokyo an even better place.

In June this year, the University of
Tokyo was selected by the Minister of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science

and Technology as a “Designated

GENEN
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National University Corporation.”

This means that we now have greater
autonomy, gaining more freedom to
be creative. At the same time, we are
expected to conduct world-leading
research and education. Through
these efforts, designated national
universities are required to contribute

further to humanity as a whole.

As a designated national university,
we have defined our future vision as
building “a society that progresses
in harmony and is empowered by
diversity.” We proposed an action

plan to realize that vision.

Remarkable progress in information
and communications technologies
is greatly changing our daily lives.
Not only people, but all kinds of
physical things are now connected
by the internet. As a result, the
volume of information being shared
is increasing exponentially. This data
is being transmitted through cyber
space that is deeply integrated with
the physical world. We are now
approaching a possible future where
artificial intelligence can analyze this
big data in real time. Today, such
knowledge-intensive activities are
becoming more and more important.
They will create new value and bring
about a paradigm shift in industrial

and social systems.

BB L ETFET, 7. ZhiTaAKS
AL E BICHA, ZOFhOHAPE B I
BAZNI T THRHEDOBERRIC . Pl

I feel that this new technology to
analyze and use big data has great
potential to create a better society. It
could help each individual to realize
their full potential and wisdom. It
could help overcome disparity while
valuing people's diversity. It could
help create a sustainable and growing
society.

But what is needed to achieve this
vision? We still cannot see a clear path

toward that goal.

I would like to ask you to keep
learning and find a solution to
this issue. I hope you work hard to
become “knowledge professionals”

who can create knowledge and use
it to contribute to creating a better
society for all. When you become a
knowledge professional, you must be
confident in your ability, fulfill your
duties, recognize your responsibilities,
and serve the public good. The drive
to improve oneself is the power to

change society for the better.

Starting from this 140th anniversary,
the University of Tokyo will push
forward during our third 70 years.
You are the first group of new students
“UTokyo 3.0.”

Together as knowledge professionals,

in this era of

let us create new traditions here at the

University of Tokyo.
I hope that you will make the most
of your academic journey at the

University of Tokyo.

Congratulations!

BHOXFF b o BRA LT LRV &,
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Dean’s Congratulatory Address

Congratulations and welcome to the
On behalf of all
faculty and staff of the University, I am

University of Tokyo!

pleased to offer you my warmest congrat-
ulations on your enrollment. I also would
like to express my gratitude for choosing us
from among numerous leading universities
all over the world as the place for your
future studies. You will spend two or more
years studying here, and we will make
every effort to help you in your research

and campus life.

Studying and majoring in certain disci-
plines at university mean acquiring exper-
tise or expert knowledge in new fields.
President Gonokami of the University
of Tokyo is fond of using the expression
“knowledge professionals” rather than
“experts.” He says, “the University must
work to train students to be knowledge

professionals.” But what are “knowledge

professionals”? He defines them as people
who “act independently with the public
interest in mind and strive to create new
value.”  These words are taken from
The University of Tokyo: Vision 2020 -
President Gonokami's Action Plan. You
can read it in full on the webpage of the
University.  This kind of “knowledge
expert” is what we hope you will become

during your time at our University.

My background is in the field of science
and technology studies. My research
focuses on how to build good relations
between the public and experts in sci-
ence-technology. From this perspective,
I want to call attention to how academic
knowledge relates to the “public interest”
and produces “new value,” as expressed by
President Gonokami. What are the public
interest and new value? And what should

they be?

I would like to discuss those
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points further. Please note that I did
not confer with the President about my
remarks. So I am responsible for every-
thing in this address today. I don't know
if President Gonokami would agree with
everything I am going to say, but since

he is a nice guy, we need not worry.

In my opinion, to become a knowledge
professional, it is not enough to just
acquire knowledge. It also is neces-

sary to master hOW we use it. Because
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knowledge is statements of fact, it does
not contain value or judgment. Take for
example tools, which are a kind of materi-
alized form of human knowledge. Imagine
a tool like a knife. On the one hand, you
can cook delicious meals with it to serve
your friends, while on the other hand you
can use it to horribly injure someone.
Nonetheless, it is you who decides the
right or wrong of the knife. It is the same
with technology, including nuclear power,
genetic recombination, the Internet, artifi-
cial intelligence, drones, robots, big data,

and so on and so forth.

What I am hoping is that you will acquire
the necessary skills for the beneficial usage
of knowledge and technology. In other
words, to become a real “knowledge pro-
fessional.” 'These skills are what we also

might call “wisdom.”

Nonetheless, I must say that it is very hard
to form the right opinion about the bene-
ficial usage of knowledge and tools. There

are perhaps three main reasons for this

difficulty.

First, we don’t have enough information
about newly emerging technologies to esti-
mate the true value of them. We might
simply be ignorant about them. This is the

first reason.

The second reason is the nature of social
norms: right and wrong are not universals.
No matter how good the food you make
with a knife, it is useless if your friends are
not hungry. Or, perhaps you use a knife to

injure someone in self-defense.

To make matters worse, the world in which
we, college professors and researchers, live
is not the entirety of the world, but just a
small part of it. This was apparent in the
U.S. election of President Donald Trump
last year. I will not discuss his ideas of
science or global climate change. Instead,
my point is that no one could predict his
success: not political scientists, scholars
of international relations, American stud-
ies, and sociology, or even public opinion
poll companies and the media -- nearly all

intellectuals could not predict the results

until the very day of the vote. Returning
to June 2015, when Mr. Trump first
announced his candidacy, no one could
imagine that he would win the nomination
for the President. All of our predictions
did not come true. We, as scholars, failed

to see the results.

My point is not just to criticize the limita-
tions of political polling. Rather, I would
say that the world we sometimes see is
limited to only one half of the whole pic-
ture. I also cannot criticize them for their
failure to predict. I myself never imagined
that a person like Trump would be elected
President of the United States. I was also
one of those academics who were unaware
of the existence of the other half of the
world, and, of course, still I am and per-

haps always will be.

Unfortunately, this world is divided, and
many professors and scientists regrettably
have always only considered one side in
producing academic knowledge. The con-
texts and factors that affect our views are
often founded on a rather limited under-
standing. The situation may be similar for
you as university students. We must better
understand the world in which we live and
acknowledge that we are familiar with only

a part of the larger whole.

Now returning to the problem of how to
acquire an understanding of the benefi-
cial usage of knowledge. I realize that I
have not yet pointed out the third reason
for its difficulty. That is the very nature
of knowledge itself, which sometimes
disturbs our understanding of situations.
What does that mean? Well, we usually
expect that learning new things would help
to achieve a better understanding. While
generally true, this is not always the case.
When we learn something new, we often
seek to apply it to cases even where such
information would be inappropriate and

14

sometimes harmful.

This propensity is called the “seductive
allure effect,” which was first coined by the
American cognitive scientist Dr. Deena
Skolnick Weisberg and her research team
in 2008. They revealed that college stu-
dents who had just taken introductory
courses in the neurosciences, such as
“Neuroscience 101,” demonstrated a ten-
dency to misuse technical terms from the
neurosciences in explaining some events,
even in cases where those terms were
not necessary. It's not the students were
stupid. Indeed, they were sophomores at
Yale University. The point is that adequate
usage of knowledge is totally different skill
from simply acquiring it. Dr. Weisberg's
group further discovered in 2016 that the
“seductive allure effect” was recognized in
not only the neurosciences, but other fields
of the natural sciences, including physics,

chemistry, biological sciences, and even

psychology.

From this, we can conclude that it may be
difficult to master the usage of academic
knowledge. However, I would empha-
size that you have one big advantage: the
location of the University of Tokyo. This
is of course the advantage of being in
Japan. In order to become adept in the
usage of knowledge, you need various
experiences with diverse cultures and soci-
eties. Japanese culture and society pres-
ents differences and challenges to your
assumptions. Even within East Asia, we
can identify distinct divergences between
China, Taiwan, South Korea, and Japan,
despite sharing much in common. The
University of Tokyo is one of the best labo-
ratories for learning how academic knowl-
edge works or doesn’t work, whether for

Japanese society or the world.

Finally, my last words are a request to you.

Please experience as much as possible of
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Japanese society and culture outside the
college campus. If you are unfamiliar with
Japan, please try to learn as much as you
can, not only through direct experiences,
but also through your studies. If you
have already much knowledge of Japanese

culture, please seck to deepen your

contributes to improving the whole of our

society and the world.

I believe that the faculty and staff of the
University of Tokyo cannot achieve excel-
lence in education alone, no matter how

hard we struggle. The active participation

case is same for society. Your participation

is essential for improving Japanese society.

Let's work together to move the university
and our society forward.
I wish your success and look forward to

granting you degrees in the near future.

understanding further.

Your knowledge

of students is crucial for its success.

The

Matriculation Ceremony Student Representative's Speech

Good morning,

President Gonokami, esteemed deans
and faculty, fellow students, family,
and friends, it is a great honor to be

standing before you today.

As students, for most of our lives up
until this moment, we've focused
on learning, and proving what we've
learned.  We've attended lectures,
read textbooks, written reports, taken
exams, and given presentations. And
while there is still a life-time worth of
learning in front of us, we now have
a new focus: to discover, to solve, to
define, to create. We shift from the
passive, to the active.

As graduate

students we take on the responsibility

of furthering the knowledge of
humanity, of finding solutions to
unsolved problems, of discovering the
unknown.

We stand on a foundation of
knowledge laid by those great minds
that came before us, and we now set
out to make even greater discoveries
and face even more difficult and varied
problems.  This is our opportunity
to explore what intrigues us, to find
answers to questions that have yet to
be asked, to find the boundary of our
current knowledge, and push past it
into the unknown. Our work might
not immediately impact the world, but
every discovery, every contribution, no
matter how small, brings humanity as a

whole one step further.

For some of us, this will be the first
time we will face such a challenge.
For others of us, we will be facing
this challenge afresh. But we can take
solace in knowing that no matter how
daunting the way ahead looks, we
are not going it alone. Our advisors,
professors, fellow students, family,
and friends: They're a wealth of
knowledge, of advice, of inspiration, of

companionship, of support.

As the student representative, on
behalf of my fellow students, I
make the following vow: We, the
incoming students of fall 2017, will,
as students of this University, bear the
responsibilities placed upon us, respect

the foundations laid by those who

Matriculation Ceremony Student Representative's Speech

President Makoto Gonokami, Dean
Osamu Sakura, esteemed faculty, fellow
students, and families: good morning
and thank you for joining us on this
memorable occasion. My name is
Scarlet Rosetta Phoenix, I am entering
PEAK in Natural Sciences II, and I am
honoured to represent the incoming
cohort of undergraduate students at

this matriculation ceremony.

The University of Tokyo prides itself
on providing a formidable university
experience. Even attempting to attend
has been both an ambitious dream and
an arduous trial on its own. We have
all fought our way through exams
and interviews and essays to earn our
places, even if right now they may only
be as simple as spots to sit or stand.
Here we will experience challenges
and triumphs like we've never known

before, have opportunities that we'll

have never imagined, and create
memories that we will never forget.
We should all be proud to be here
today and excited for what's to come,
as obtaining enrolment is only our first

victory.

Amongst my anticipation, however,
is a touch of anxiety for the obstacles
that lie ahead. Even on this joyous
occasion that should be a celebration
for all we' ve accomplished thus far,
I wonder: how many of us doubted
ourselves along every step we took
to get here? How many of us believe
we are here because of luck and not
because of our own talents? How many
of us are afraid of the outcome of our
next attempt at achievement because
we feel the need to prove we deserve

our places here now?

To those doubts, I'd like to say this:

There is no opportunity being here can
afford us that is greater than that we
can offer ourselves by believing in who
we are, what we've done, and what we
will do because that is the only way we
will be able to do our best in all that
we attempt. Remember that although
good fortune may have been on your
side, you have persevered even when it
has not. Remember all the effort you've
exerted and that, regardless of any
assistance offered, you've earned your
achievements. Do not let the things
you didn't do diminish the things
you did. Do not let your weaknesses

undermine your strengths.

Be afraid, be terrified, but do not let
that dull your excitement or make you
question yourself. If you truly wish to
get the most this university — and the
world — has to offer, then you must

approach opportunities with open

15

Thank you very much.

V1AM LYIR TUR
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came before us, strive for excellence,
uphold integrity in all that we do,
seck truth, push boundaries, never
fear failure, and if we fall, stand up
once again, and if we see someone else
who has fallen, help them stand so that
they might someday do the same for

someone else.

It is my absolute pleasure to be joining
all of you, here, at the University of

Tokyo.
Thank you

71=99 R AHh-Lvb

Oty &4 BEFE
arms and an open heart. Trust that
you are brave enough to try, brilliant
enough to succeed, and strong enough
to survive when you do not. We may
not be as perfect as we'd want to be but
we are closer than we think and always
capable of being better. We are all still
learning — that is why we are here —and
it does not make us any less to try and

become more.

Remember: you are here because of
the amazing people you are and also
because of the brilliant people you will
become.

Thank you.

XERS  BREAL
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