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Address of the President of the University of Tokyo
at the 2020 Autumn Semester Diploma’Presentation

4

/| Commencement Ceremony

Many congratulations to all of you. Today, you
have been awarded diplomas by the University
of Tokyo. On behalf of the University's
academic and administrative staff, I would
like to extend my sincere congratulations to
you all. T would also like to congratulate and
express my deep appreciation to your family
members, who have supported you through
your studies.

their

students

736 graduate

programs this autumn. There are 268 doctoral

completed

degree program graduates, 403 master’s
degree program graduates, and 65 professional
degree program graduates. 74 undergraduate
students have also graduated. Of these, 29 are
graduates of Programs in English at Komaba,
or PEAK, an English-language undergraduate
degree program. In addition, 6 are graduates
of the Global Science Course of the Faculty of
Science, an English-language undergraduate
transfer program for those who started their
study at foreign universities. 559 of our
graduating students, or about 70%, come

from outside Japan.

Since the new coronavirus infection has

spread, you, our graduating students, have not

OOOVOVOOOOOIIGOCOOOOOOIOOOOGOOOCOOOIGOOOOCOOIIOOOOOOOOOIOOBGODOOOOOOIGOOOOCOOOIGOOOOOOOOOOOOIGOOOOOOOIDIIGOOOOOIDOOOOOOOOOO

been able to enter the University's campuses.
I am sure that you must have experienced
great difficulty at an important time when
you were finishing your studies. But you have
overcome this challenge and have obtained
your diplomas today. Allow me to express my

great respect for your efforts.

We were looking forward to celebrating this
diploma presentation and commencement
ceremony together with you and your
families here on the University campus. But
to prevent the spread of the new coronavirus,
we have decided to hold the ceremony in a
different format. Even so, we are thinking of
all those people watching this live stream from
wherever you are and would like to celebrate

your graduation.

Since I became president, I have used the
term  “knowledge professional” to refer to
individuals who are armed with knowledge,
make game-changing new inventions and
discoveries, and contribute to humanity on
the global stage. I wonder if you remember me

talking about this at your entrance ceremony.

Now, we are facing a pandemic in this

5
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globalized world, a huge challenge unlike
anything we have seen before. So, once again, I
would like to talk to all of you, who have grown
through your studies at the University of Tokyo,
about what it means to become knowledge

professionals in the middle of this crisis.

Since ancient times, human beings have been at
the mercy of infectious diseases. Since the 20th
century alone we have seen several pandemics
caused by pathogenic viruses, such as the
Spanish flu and Asian flu. Each time, large
numbers of people were infected and millions
died. Then, these pandemics subsided over a
span of two decades or more. Human beings
have experienced this cycle again and again in
history. Viruses are a unique matter between
the living and the nonliving. They break into
the living cells of a host and use its cells’ own
systems to copy their genetic information and

grow in numbers. Viruses are parasites that
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cannot sustain themselves on their own. As
they replicate repeatedly, viruses generate a
number of mutations. The more infectious and
transmissible mutations survive and spread
further. As many as 100 mutant strains have
already been reported in the six months since
this coronavirus was first detected. Because
this virus keeps mutating, any vaccine that is
developed may not remain effective for long. It
is an extremely troublesome situation. Medical
and research institutions around the world,
including the University of Tokyo Hospital,
are working hard to develop effective therapies
and a vaccine while treating Covid-19 patients.
Even so, it may take a few years before we can
rebuild the lifestyle we had before the outbreak
when we could gather and socialize freely. We

need determination and patience.

It appears that we are going to have to live with
this coronavirus for some time. I believe that the
ability of knowledge professionals will become

more important than ever in these times.

For instance, this new coronavirus infection
shows varying odds of developing serious
symptoms from person to person, like other
coronavirus  infections  experienced  this
century such as SARS and MERS. About 70%
to 80% of infected people show only mild
symptoms or recover without experiencing any
symptoms. On the other hand, 5% to 10% of
infected people quickly become seriously ill
and some die from the infection. For another,
this virus is characterized by spreading easily
among people through face-to-face, verbal
communication, which humans acquired
some 200,000 years ago. The combination of
these two factors — a large number of infected
people with mild or no symptoms and viral
transmission through uniquely human social
activities such as conversation and gatherings —
poses new challenges and points to the difficult

nature of dealing with this pandemic.

One such challenge is to attend to those who
might develop serious symptoms if infected, in
other words, those hidden people at high risk.
The new coronavirus is contagious even before
infected persons begin to show symptoms. We
all need to protect ourselves from infection in
our daily lives, but we also need to be careful
when dealing with those high-risk people. This
mindful behavior is essential when it comes
to sustaining a society when living with the

new coronavirus. To that end, I believe that a

mindset able to respect and embrace diversity
and the ability to see oneself in relative
terms — the two essential qualities needed to
become “knowledge professionals” — are
crucial. Time and again, I have emphasized
“inclusiveness.” To care about the vulnerable
and minorities in society and to strive toward a
better coexistence are key to inclusiveness and
form the basis of a diverse society. I believe that
you, the graduates of the University, will help
build a better society in the post-coronavirus
era by taking action based on the principles of
inclusiveness and diversity.
Another quality needed for “knowledge
professionals” is courage; the courage not
to settle for “simple and easy answers” but

to deal with

squarely and tenaciously. We are now living in

“hard-to-understand”  issues

a world where our face-to-face physical space
is deeply integrated with the internet-based
cyberspace. All kinds of information spread
around the globe instantly. A lot of information
about the new coronavirus, both true and false,
has been spread around, and we even hear a new
word, infodemic, a sardonic combination of
information and pandemic. Bits and pieces of
unfounded information can cause unnecessary

anxiety and disruption in society.

You all have acquired deeply field-specific
knowledge and so may assume positions
where you can learn the latest information
before others. When you are in that position,
you must calmly weigh the truthfulness of
such information and its potential impact on
society. Then, you must convey trustworthy
information in an appropriate manner. In the
real world, people tend to welcome seemingly
clear-cut and easy-to-understand decisions.
But if you are a highly developed knowledge
professional, you must be prepared to set
aside your arguments, however correct on
certain points, listen to different opinions, and
face up to the unknown. At times, you must
learn to hold back and have the courage to
remain silent. That kind of courage is the very
principle of being a professional.

Today, I would like to talk about two

knowledge giants in the modern history
of Japan, who I consider truly represent

knowledge professionals.

One of them is the late Dr. Shibasaburo
Kitasato, a graduate the University of Tokyo,
Faculty of Medicine in 1883. While he was
studying in Germany, he succeeded in growing
tetanus bacillus in pure culture and developed
serum therapy as a medical cure. Tetanus is a
deadly disease. At the time, scientists knew
that growing pathogens in pure culture would
open up the possibility of finding a treatment
to various diseases. But tetanus bacillus was
not easy to culture and finding a treatment
was thought impossible. And yet, Dr. Kitasato
kept experimenting with every conceivable
technique and making analyses based on
his findings. After these repeated efforts, he
finally overcame that difficulty by creating the
equipment for growing tetanus bacillus in an
oxygen-free environment. One of his disciples,
the late bacteria researcher Dr. Kiyoshi Shiga,
said that people should know that a seemingly
sheer lucky inspiration could translate into a
great achievement only after keen observation

and continuous effort.

After returning to Japan, Dr. Kitasato started
working on a treatment for the plague, an
infectious disease that was called the black
plague in the 14th century and killed a quarter
of the world's population in the Middle Ages.
He went to Hong Kong where the disease was
widespread at the time and discovered the
bacterium causing it. As such, Dr. Kitasato's
research outcomes and his expertise on
infectious disease prevention informed Japan's
1897 Infectious Diseases Prevention Act. The
law helped Japan to stem the spread of the
plague when it hit the country in 1899 and
played a big role in eradicating the discase
in the end. As a researcher, Dr. Kitasato was
fully committed to practical action and was
a knowledge professional who saved society

from disease.

Next, let me talk about another researcher who

provides a good contrast with Dr. Kitasato.
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In academic research, there are times when
you hit on a new idea based on deep thinking
and literally create something out of nothing.
There was a Japanese mathematician who
did actually do this by diving into his own
thoughts and experiences, and eventually
made a magnificent discovery that led to the
creation of a whole new academic discipline.
He was the late Professor Kiyoshi Oka, who
made great contributions to the theory of

functions of several complex variables.

Professor Oka described mathematics as  “one
of the arts and sciences that is created by the
outward expression of youremotions,” andsaid
that mathematics was about putting emotion
down to what he called “an intelligence
board.” In general, mathematics is thought
of as the ultimate of logic-based discipline. In
physics, my specialty, mathematics is normally
seen as the essential language that supports
logical thinking and is used to express that logic
in writing. Thus, mathematics is considered
to be the most removed from emotion. But
interestingly, Professor Oka said that “people
think mathematics and physics are similar,
but this is not at all the case.” In his view,
mathematicians are like farmers and “the job
of mathematicians is to plant and grow seeds,
and their originality lies in creating something
out of nothing.” On the contrary, Professor
Oka thought that theoretical physicists were like
joiners and “their job is to assemble materials
created by someone else and their originality
lies in processing." Therefore, he thought that
mathematics and physics differed greatly from
one another. In the world of mathematics,
to which Professor Oka dedicated his career,
he imagined that mathematicians were not
cool-headed, problem-solving machines but
rather they were artists who came up with
mathematical theories that could capture the
ideal mathematical formulas arising within

their hearts.

Professor Oka studied in France and set out
to work on his life work, that is, the theory
of functions of several complex variables. At

the time, this theory was still in its infancy

and various new problems were only just
arising. So, mathematicians were forced to
start their research from the very basic level
of the “domain of existence,” from which
analytic functions grow. In particular, Italian
mathematician Eugenio Elia Levi presented
the famous “Levi's problem,” which is an
extremely difficult problem that intersects
analysis and geometry. For the first 20 years
after Levi's proposition, no one knew where to
even start working on this problem. Professor
Oka tackled Levi's problem and eventually
discovered what he called
principle”  that offered a big clue to finding

“the lifting

its solution. Later in his life, he described this
inspiration as experiencing “the keen joy of
discovery” and said that at that moment it
felt as if the whole universe was aligned with

him sitting at the center.

As a result of further reflection, Professor
Oka developed the theory called “coherent
sheaves,” Rensetsu-so, in Japanese, which
controls Levi' s problem by using its algebraic
character. In describing his feelings at the time
of discovery, he said it was “just like when
you drop acid into milk, things that were
mixed together become solid and separate
out.” In his view, this deep reflection process

is the same for both mathematics and the arts.

This theory of coherent sheaves was a great
leap in that it links three major mathematical
fields, namely algebra, analysis, and geometry.
Professor Mikio Sato, who graduated from
the University's Department of Mathematics,
built on this theory and pioneered a new field

called algebraic analysis.

This theory of coherent sheaves now plays
an important part in supporting the latest
research in modern theoretical physics. Over
the past half century, the concept of coherent
sheaves has been indispensable for quantum
field theory and superstring theory research,
the two fields bringing much vigor to the

forefront of physics.
Moreover, we see great development in
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mathematics itself. The University of Tokyo
has the Kavli Institute for the Physics and
Mathematics of the Universe (Kavli IPMU),
an academic organization that explores
these fields and draws much attention from
researchers of both mathematics and physics.
Researchers around the world come together
at this institute, work together across the
boundaries of mathematics and physics, and
find excitement in discovering new knowledge
in pursuit of the joy of creating something out
of nothing.

Here at the University of Tokyo, I suppose you
may have had a similar experience of gaining
sudden inspiration after concentrating on your
research for a long time. Such joy gives us the
courage to move on to the next level of research.
Of course, I also imagine that you have

encountered a great number of setbacks as well.

But Professor Oka said setbacks were also a
precious experience. He said he had come up
against a brick wall three times in his career
and it took him about seven years to pull out
of such difficult patches each time. A long
time, isn't it? Interestingly enough, he said

“to really run into a deadlock, you need the
determination to stay unwaveringly focused
once you set your sight on a direction to move
ahead... If you choose an easy path, you will
not experience any setbacks.” In other words,
you will not experience any setbacks without
having the strong determination and passion
to reach your ideal, hence there will be no

major discovery to make.

Professor Oka believed, just like the arts,
mathematics was also a creative process of the
outward expression of your own emotions.
This emotion he referred to was underpinned
by his high ideal and a strong will. I hope
you will be able to feel and relate to that as a

knowledge professional yourself.

Later in his life, Professor Oka published a
collection of essays, titled “Shunsho Juwa
or 10 stories for a spring evening.” In the
preface, he wrote that emotion is at the center
of our being, and there are various colors to
emotion, just like we see flowers and plants of

different colors in a grassy field in spring.

Likewise, the University of Tokyo also values
diversity and inclusiveness. The University will
continue to embrace the variety of emotions

that exist among its diverse members and
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be the place to enhance each other’s unique
character and talent. When you feel the need to
get back to your origins in academia or would

like to cooperate with your fellow alumni, I
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encourage you to come back and make use
of the University of Tokyo. Graduation does
not mean an end to your relationship with the

University. Rather, it marks the beginning of a
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new form of collaboration. Together, we will

work to build a better society in the future.

Congratulations!
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Auspicious to you all. Very good

morning  President  Gonokami,
distinguished  faculty, staff, and
fellow graduates. It is my incredible
honor to represent Graduate School
of Agricultural and Life Sciences and
to stand here and speak on behalf of
graduating students.

Dear  fellow  graduates,  big
congratulations to you all. Today is
one of our monumental days in our
life. I believe that we all experienced
the same academic atmosphere
in this beautiful and prestigious

Todai. We all worked hard days and

nights to be able to present in this
ceremony. Amid the stressful time
from our study, we all witnessed the
novel coronavirus pandemic. Under
various restrictions and obstacles, I
think that many of us used to worry
about whether we will not be able to
graduate as planned before. Finally,
we managed to graduate today
against all odds.

Two or three years ago, we have
gathered in this magnificent Yasuda
Hall for our matriculation ceremony.
Since that time, we dedicated to reach

this day. Looking back the past years,

I think we are fortunate enough
to meet and work together with
excellent faculty and brilliant peers.
I believed that we all grasped this
opportunity to improve ourselves.

2020 is a strange and unusual year
for all of us. We are living along
with the novel coronavirus which
imposed various restrictions on all
of us. Many of our fellow graduates
are not able to present here in this
significant occasion. 1 respect you
all for following the coronavirus
rules and for your compassion and

patience. Probably, you may be

9
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watching this occasion in your room
or anywhere else. Even though you
are not physically present in this
occasion, don’t forget this is your
proud moment and please remember
how you passed your difficult times

throughout your study period.
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During the last three or four months
ago, I felt lonely, anxiety, and fear
sitting in front of my laptop or lying
in my bed in a small room. At the
same time, I needed to do many
things from my thesis writing, data

analysis to paper revisions. I think

we all passed the same conditions.

I realized that communication
between us, talking, discussion with
supervisor, and listening to others
have helped overcome the difficult
times.

Dear fellow graduates, I would like

to take this opportunity to remind
you all that don’t forget to thank
each and every one who lend us a
helping hand financially and morally.
On behalf of you all, it is my honor
to thank our supervisors for their

tremendous supports throughout our

Graduation Ceremony Student Representative’s Speech

President Gonokami, distinguished
faculty, proud parents, friends, and
above all, graduates, good morning.
I am immensely grateful to be
celebrating this occasion with you
today, although only a few of us
were privileged enough to attend the

ceremony at Yasuda Auditorium.

I would like to express a big
congratulations  to  the fellow
graduating class of 2020 at the
Faculty of Arts and Sciences. We
made it. We made it through twelve
years of primary and secondary
education and became the lucky
few to bear the weight of being the

“Todaisei.” We have succeeded in
balancing academic endeavors, circle

and club activities, study abroad,

internships, and other extracurricular
activities while squeezing in random

part-time jobs.

There could have been some heavily
caffeinated, ~ sleep-deprived, and
depressive periods along the way.
The last semester presented a unique
challenge for all of us, with the switch
to online classes. We only realized
how much we appreciate Komaba

campus when it was not there for

everyone anymore.

During the past four years, we
grappled with the constant self-doubt
and the urge to procrastinate, and to
stay in our comfort zones. Through
these challenges, we practiced self-

care, gained resilience, and explored

ourselves in both academic and non-

academic ways.

Today, we deserve to be proud of

ourselves.

Yet, this great achievement would
not have been possible without
the unwavering support from the
UTokyo community and beyond,
including dearest faculty and staff
members, friends, and family who
rooted for us through all the ups and
downs. I hope we can give back to
these people and society throughout

our lives.

Now we are about to embrace the
uncertainties, and new responsibilities

lie ahead of us. Some of us might not

time in Todai. Don't forget to call
your families, friends, and your love
ones to say thank you. I wish you all
success in your each and every future
endeavor. Congratulations and thank

you very much.
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like the first jobs we land or realize
that we have held passion or talents in
a field that we have not explored yet.
In the face of failures, in the moments
of important decisions in life, I believe
that the resilience and courage we
practiced at this institution will be our
valuable assets.

Congratulations once again and
wish us good luck wherever we find

ourselves in time to come. Thank you.
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Addpress of the President of the University of Tokyo
at the 2020 Autumn Semester Matriculation Ceremony

Welcome to the University of Tokyo. On
behalf of the university's academic and
administrative staff, I would like to extend
our sincere congratulations to all of you. I
would also like to congratulate your families,
who have supported you until now, and will

continue to support you during your studies.

This autumn, 818 students are joining our
graduate schools. 419 are entering master’s
programs, 334 are enrolling in doctoral
programs, and 65 are joining professional
degree programs. At our undergraduate
faculties, 38 students are enrolling in
Programs in English at Komaba, or PEAK,
an English-language degree program. Also,
2 students are entering the Global Science
Course of the Faculty of Science, an English-
language transfer program for those who

started their study at foreign universities.

Just like you, we were also looking forward
to holding the ceremony together in person
in attendance. But to prevent the spread of
the new coronavirus, we have decided to
welcome you in a different manner. Yet,
we are thinking of you all watching this
livestream wherever you are and we celebrate

your enrollment in the University of Tokyo.

I am sure you are excited about your future
research and learning experiences at the
university. Nevertheless, the global outbreak
of the new coronavirus has greatly restricted
even the most basic of our activities such as
moving around, gatherings, and face-to-face
conversation. That has forced us to reconsider
our fundamental values, bringing about a big
change in how we live our lives. The university
is no exception. Due to the restrictions on
entry to Japan, many international students

are still unable to join us in time for the start

of the fall semester. As president, I would like
to do my best to support you all so that you

can start your studies safely.

We must be prepared to live with the
coronavirus for some time to come. We have
introduced an online health-management
reporting system and an e-learning program
about infectious diseases. With thorough
infection prevention measures in place, we are
pushing to offer more effective education and
research incorporating on-campus activities
as well. We are committed to securing a new,
safe environment for your studies: a UTokyo
model for surviving in this age of living with

the coronavirus.

At the same time, we are living through a
digital revolution, a rapid and sweeping
change brought about by advances in
information communications  technology
and the internet. The coronavirus outbreak
is speeding up the pace of this change.
An exponentially increasing volume of
data is accumulating in cyberspace. This is
changing how we conduct academic research,
prompting a shift toward data-driven research
that begins with comprehensive information
gathering. The ultimate expression of
this transformation, researchers’ use of Al
technology to analyze enormous amounts of

data instantly, is drawing much attention.

These new research methods in cyberspace
are making great progress even in the middle
of the coronavirus outbreak. But at the
same time, we must also remember that this
pandemic has been an opportunity for many
people to appreciate the significance and value

of learning face-to-face in a shared setting.

In the face of this unprecedented challenge,

RERRERER
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you are now entering this new place, the
University of Tokyo. I would like to share my
thoughts about how you should set your goals

as you begin your studies here.

First, by way of example, I would like to talk
about one researcher in the United States, Dr.
Stuart Firestein. He is currently a professor
at the Department of Biological Sciences
at Columbia University and specializes in
olfactory receptor neurons in physiology.
In 2004, the Nobel Prize in Physiology or
Medicine was awarded to Richard Axel and
Linda B. Buck “for their discoveries of
odorant receptors and the organization of the
olfactory system.” But in fact, Dr. Firestein's
research provided new scientific proof for
their discoveries and was a significant boost

leading to their award.

Interestingly, Dr. Firestein worked as a stage
director until 30. At that age, he made up
his mind and entered college, obtained his
Bachelor's degree at age 35, and acquired
his Ph.D. in his 40s. After spending time
as a post-doctoral researcher, he became a
university professor. He is a scientist with an
extraordinary background. His career track
itself shows that the path to academic study
is not just a straight line and it is never too

late to start.

Then, why did Dr. Firestein decide to become
a scientist after having worked as a stage
director? Since he was 18, he had always been
interested in communication with animals
and had dreamed of making a stage play
about this topic. One day after finishing a
performance in San Francisco, he suddenly
decided to attend a lecture about animal
communication being held at a nearby state

university. He was amazed and drew strong
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inspiration from the lecture -- so much so
that he wanted to become a scientist himself

and was convinced that he could become one.

At first, Dr. Firestein chose to study vision,
considered the most important of human
beings' five senses, for his specialty in
graduate school. But after having interactions
with experts on eyesight, he shifted the focus
of his study to olfactory perception, the sense
of smell, out of his interest in the act of
communication itself and earned his degree
in that field. He later said that he was able
to make that change because his graduate

supervisor was generous and a true scientist.

The sense of smell has not been digitized.
Even today, this sense cannot be recreated
with virtual reality (VR) technology. We
don’t have as many words to describe smell
as those to express colors. By that I mean,
the sense of smell is still a vague and hard-
to-define perception. If you look up the word

“nioi,” which means smell, in a Japanese
dictionary, you will find that the word has
more meaning than just fragrance or odor
that can be captured by the nose. The word
also contains meanings such as perceived
brightness and glossiness of colors seen with
the eyes, as well as ambiance, atmosphere or
elegance. We tend to rate the sense of smell
as less important than the other senses, but
it actually has a very important function in

identifying and assessing objects.

Perhaps by being able to sniff out the sense
and atmosphere of the topic of the lecture he
happened to observe, Dr. Firestein attracted
such a life-changing encounter. But more
importantly, he was proactive enough to
knock on and open the door of opportunity.
If we let go of the ability to sniff out chances
and human connections in this increasingly
digitized world, we will lose our sense of what
it is to be human. Therefore, I hope that you
will continue to sharpen your senses that
cannot be measured by digital technology or

experienced in cyberspace.

What's more, Dr. Firestein has laid out
an idea that is key to academic study. His
book, titled “Ignorance,” generated a lot

of buzz and was translated into Japanese by

Professor Osamu Sakura of the university’s
Interfaculty Initiative in Information Studies.
Ignorance is literally translated as  “muchi,”

or not knowing. But the translator carefully
dug deep into the meaning of the word and
instead translated the title as  “michi,”

meaning the unknown or yet to be known.
According to Dr. Firestein, the fact that you
don’t understand is what helps you find a
research question. Being ignorant itself is
nothing to be ashamed of. What matters is
that you become aware of your ignorance and
develop curiosity to learn and understand.
That is what makes academic pursuit

interesting.

It may sound contradictory, but you need
knowledge in order to face up to your
own ignorance. In other words, you need
to know what you already understand.
Organizing a body of your knowledge helps,
in turn, highlight what you don’t know. A
fundamental natural history-style approach to
reality and fact allows us to develop theoretical
insight. This insight transcends experience
and makes it possible for us to interpret any
new phenomena that we observe. This means
a good research question only arises from the
experience of solid studying. In other words,
the deeper you go into your research, the
greater your ignorance becomes. But that is
the very appeal and beauty of doing academic

research.

In other words, ignorance can provide
an impetus for becoming knowledge
professionals. I am sure that most of you
have so far studied hard to gain knowledge,
with an eye toward earning the merit of
getting high test scores. While it is important
to acquire knowledge, doing so just for the
sake of acquisition you will not enrich your
experience of ignorance. Exciting research can
only be found beyond that stage. As you enter
the University of Tokyo, I would encourage

you to change gear in your approach to

12

learning. I would challenge you to find an
essential question about the unknown on
your own and try to solve it in your future

studies here at the university.

Ignorance can prompt aspiring individuals
to simply pursue greater knowledge about
their academic interest. This is one common
approach. On the other hand, there is another
type of research, which is driven by one’s
desire to resolve existing issues in society.
Finding solutions to such issues requires
not just dealing with the tasks that are given
to you but also discovering a problem and
addressing it on your own. In this respect,
this type of approach is also related to the

ignorance that I have mentioned.

Here, I would like to talk about another
researcher who engaged in this type of
problem-solving research. He was the late
Professor Umetaro Suzuki at the College
of Agriculture of the Imperial University,
the forerunner of the University of Tokyo's
Faculty of Agriculture. He is well known
for his discovery of vitamins ahead of other
researchers around the world. According to
his biography, German chemist Dr. Hermann
Emil Fischer suggested to him that he should
work on a problem unique to Japan or Asia
when Professor Suzuki was studying in

Germany back in the early 1900s.

For many of his achievements, Professor
Suzuki was driven by the need to find
solutions to real-world problems. This is very
significant when we think about the role of
the university as a public good. For instance,
Professor Suzuki developed Japan's first
powdered baby formula called Patrogen. This
powdered milk was long-lasting and provided
all the nutrition that infants needed. As
such, it went on to change the environment
surrounding baby care. Professor Suzuki also
developed a brand of synthetic sake called

“Rikyu”

in order to make sake without
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using rice at a time when it was in short
supply and prices were high.
By the way, there is an “Umetaro Don
rice bowl” on the Yayoi Campus cafeteria
menu at the Faculty of Agriculture. This item
commemorates Professor Suzuki's research
on nutrients and it is made up of vitamin-rich
black rice, pork and pickled plum. It is not
on offer at the moment due to coronavirus
prevention measures, but I hope you will
have a chance to taste it when it is back on

the menu.

So far, I have talked about examples of
bottom-up rescarch and problem solving
research. These two types of research have
one thing in common; they both require the
ability to examine essential questions deeply.
To sharpen this ability, you need to not only
deal with given tasks but also find your passion
and take the initiative to act on it. Professor
Suzuki started research on nutrients based on
a comparison of the different physiques of the
Japanese and Germans. These simple issues
can be found everywhere in our daily lives.
And as indicated by Professor Firestein's life
story, you may come across a research topic of
your own through encounters and engaging
in communication with other people. In
particular, you will meet and interact with

people with different backgrounds and values
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at this university. Such activities will help
you tap into your potential, strengthen your
flexibility to deal with diverse environments,

and broaden and deepen your research.

In recent years, there has been much interest
in many fields in research projects using big
data and Al. Indeed, Al is an excellent tool
to automatically generate evaluation criteria
based on enormous volumes of existing data
and to present strategies and predictions like
never before. And yet, Al just processes an
accumulation of data from the past and is not
capable of creating a desirable future. What
we need is the ability to break free from the
shackles of the past, get over existing barriers,
and create a future based on individual
experiences. Just as I have been saying today,
we need the ability to come up with essential
questions and identify social issues. Al is
still not up to this task. To train this ability,
I urge you to change gear in your approach
to studying, face up to your own ignorance,
sharpen your senses and cherish encounters
with others, detect “the smell of academic
learning” and feel the joy to be found there.
Throughout its 143-year history, the
of Tokyo has

a rich reservoir of world-class research

accumulated

University

achievements. You can make free and full use

of these research resources. The university also
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offers a variety of programs and initiatives
for you as you engage in your new learning
experience. For example, we have introduced
the World-leading INnovative Graduate
Study or "WINGS," which is a Master’s-
Doctoral degree program with financial
support for students in 18 different fields.
We have also established Tokyo College,
an institution that invites world-class
researchers and intellectuals to share their
great knowledge with you. I hope you will
make good use of these programs so that
you can develop the qualities needed to
become knowledge professionals who can

demonstrate imagination, flexibility, and the

ability to discover essential questions.

There will be times when you feel anxiety as
the new coronavirus continues to restrict our
activities. That said, I believe there are some
positive aspects to learning in the age of living
with coronavirus and in a post-coronavirus
era. You can see this difficult time as a chance
to demonstrate your creativity fully without
being hindered by precedents. Together, let’s
build a new type of university, a University
of Tokyo for a new era of diversity and
inclusiveness where cyberspace and physical
space are deeply integrated. All the faculty
members of the University of Tokyo are here
to fully support you so that you can lead a
fulfilling life as an undergraduate or graduate
student. I wish you the best of luck with your

studies ahead!

Congratulations!
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Dean’s Congratulatory Address

Congratulations to the new students
who have just joined the University of
Tokyo! I am Reiji Suda, dean of IST, the
Graduate School of Information Science
and Technology, the University of Tokyo.
On behalf of all faculty and staff, I would
like to give my warmest welcome to all
of you. You are now members of the
University of Tokyo, and we are proud
that you, students with great talent and

immeasurable potential, have joined us.

Some of you might understandably
feel that it is unfortunate that you are
starting study and research in these hard
times, with the spread of the Covid-19
coronavirus infectious disease. Some of
you must have taken online entrance
examinations, which were very different
from entrance examinations in years
past. You might be bewildered, and feel
anxiety, about the examinations, and
about enrollment. We feel the same. We
were challenged by many hurdles that
made offering examinations in the usual

way impossible.

However, we are determined to never
stop educating. Precisely because these
are hard times, we feel driven to continue
providing education. Our world now
needs talented young people to be highly
educated, to know how to tackle unsolved
problems, and how to collaborate with

each other for that purpose.

The reality is that, we, the staff, are still
struggling to find the best way to provide
education under so many restrictions. It
is very important for us to hear from you,
the students, about the problems you face,
and about suggestions for improvements.
Let us think together, and improve our

solutions, to make them better and better.

Coronavirus is not the only problem in
our society. In the course of the two world

wars in the early 20th century, and various

conflicts after that, humankind must have
learned that peaceful collaboration is
vital for human welfare. Human history
is full of wars, but if people continue to
be enemies, destruction will be the only
result. However, some people seem to
forget this simple fact. Division seems
to prevail over unity, and selfishness
over compassion. We know that such an
inclination reflects undesirable situations
within each country. Coronavirus severely
attacks the economies of developing
countries. In developed countries, the
gap between rich and poor seems to be

expanding.

We, the University of Tokyo, have
declared that we will work to achieve
the SDGs, or Sustainable Development
Goals. You, and we, are privileged to work
here, in the University of Tokyo. As it is
said, those who have talents, must use
those talents for appropriate purposes.
Some of you may think that, “I am
only a single weak person, and I cannot
do anything great to solve such big and
long-standing problems.” But, if you look
at history, there are many cases where
great revolutions can be traced back to
a single individual. A single person can
have a stronger confidence and will than
a group of people. I think that a single
person with a strongly determined belief
and will is essential in finding solutions
to big problems that are seen as almost
impossible to solve by many people. The
passion of that person, hopefully, moves
the minds of larger and larger numbers
of people, and finally changes the world.
Unless someone believes and acts, no

change can happen.

We, in the 2Ist century, have a tool
which was unavailable until recently.
That is, information and communication
technology, or ICT. Now, smartphones are
available in every corner of the world, and

connectall people. Combined with related
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technologies, such as Al, IoT, robots,
drones, and 3D printers, ICT makes
possible many things which were once
just a dream. However, please remember
that the history of ICT is relatively short,
compared to, for example, physics and
medicine, and because of that, only a
small fraction of its potential has been
developed. Tremendous possibilities are
waiting to be developed with your own
hands. I am not talking only to students
of ICT-related areas, but to all students.
Actually, ICT is not for ICT itself, but
for people. ICT can connect people all
over the earth, crossing national borders.
ICT can help people to use machines
more easily and safely. ICT can store
an enormous amount of information,
and calculate arithmetic or infer logic
without error. I would like to suggest that
students of non-ICT research areas keep
an eye on ICT, and consider, perhaps
once a while, whether some problems in
your own research area could be solved by
ICT. We at the IST have an educational
project which is open for students of all
the graduate schools. Students from ICT
areas and other areas gather to exchange
ideas for how to use ICT to solve social
problems. Also, we provide courses from
basic programming to machine learning
that are open to all students. Some level
of knowledge on ICT itself will be useful

to get new ideas.

Now, we are in a time of severe problems.

I hope that this time of problems can
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also be a time of solutions. Because the
conditions of our world today have

changed so drastically, we do not have to

be constrained by conventional common

sense. Right now, all the world shares the

same problem. Let us gather our ideas,

and collaborate to build a new society,

which overcomes the coronavirus.

Thank you very much for your attention.

Matriculation Ceremony Student Representative’s Speech

President  Gonokami,  esteemed
deans, faculty, my fellow students,
and  family = members,  good
morning. My name is Bao Xuefeng.
I am entering the ITASIA Doctoral
Program of the GSIL. I would like
to first express my sincere gratitude
for allowing me to be here, and I am
indeed beyond honored and excited
to represent the cohort of new

enrollees at this memorable occasion.

As many of you already know,

“kokorozashi aru takuetsu”  or
“Discover  excellence” —  our
school slogan perfectly epitomizes
what society expects from us and
what we are committed to achieving.
Having spent two years at UTokyo
and having in fact just obtained my
Master’s Degree a week ago, I must
say that I am still thrilled by the idea

of being here because our school is

an ideal place for one to empower

oneself through education and
eventually become a changemaker.
As the increasingly complex global
realities in this day and age require us
to embrace multiple perspectives, our
school’s rich curriculum provision
and educational resources enable
students to explore a plethora of
issues, thereby bringing about a cross-
fertilization of insights from different
realms. Students are encouraged to
push conventional boundaries, freely
re-scrutinizing previous conceptions
and formulations of knowledge,
and new visions are developed and
practical skills honed.

International  students, including
myself, from over 100 countries and
regions come to UTokyo as humble
learners, and UTokyo in turn offers

us the opportunity to learn both

inside and outside the classroom.
The variety of extra-curricular
cultural events and activities provide
international students with a chance
to gain the most from our experience
in Japan through cultural immersion.
Also,
the world is facilitated by the many
offered

here. Granted, with the outbreak of

students’ engagement with

study-abroad ~ programs
Covid-19, certain aspects of life may
have been affected, yet at the same
time, we appreciate that UTokyo
has been taking prompt and effective
measures to minimize the disruption
of quality education as well as
providing students with necessary
services and assistance. Expecting
that the tough times will pass soon,
we look forward to life after the

pandemic with hope.

The road ahead may not be free of

Matriculation Ceremony Student Representative’s Speech

Good morning all,

President Makoto Gonokami, Dean
Suda Reiji, thank you for your warm
welcome. Esteemed faculty, fellow
students and family, thank you
for joining us here today for this
memorable occasion. My name is
Karen Murayama Isaacs, I have come
from the UK to study on the Japan in
East Asia course here at PEAK, and I
am honoured to represent this fall’s
cohort of undergraduate students for

our matriculation ceremony.

We are here today in circumstances
which I'm sure none of us were
expecting when first considering
our applications to the University of
Tokyo. Whether you are joining us
from your dorm room, somewhere
in Japan or from halfway across the
world, it is certainly a new experience
for us all. Starting this new phase

in our lives remotely will certainly

present its challenges, especially for
those of you who were unable to come
to Japan this September in person.
Nevertheless, we must endure to
celebrate the great accomplishment
that it is to become students of this
University, and to do so even if our

communication is only virtual.

The University of Tokyo is one of the
most prestigious institutions in the
world, and we should feel proud and
excited at the prospect of becoming
part of it. All of us are coming from
different countries, backgrounds and
cultures. The way we are unified by
what makes us different is the beauty
of the PEAK course. I'm sure we
will learn so much from each other
over the next four years, and we will
also recognise that what makes us
similar is our curiosity and drive to
learn about how we can contribute to
society. In fact, we all feel passionate

enough about enhancing our world

that we were willing to write essays
about mottos of our generation and
have them unpicked by a rather

persistent panel of professors.

The past year has shown the need
kind

than ever

for this of mindset more

before. With various
sociopolitical tensions arising and
a dawning climate emergency, an
eagerness for knowledge and change
is unbelievably important. I was
asked in my interview what makes
our generation different in terms of
advocacy and inducing change. My
response was built on the idea that we
can build momentum and maintain
it, without letting negative messages
overwhelm us. I feel it is appropriate
to mention a quote here by honouring
the late Representative John Lewis:

‘Be hopeful. Be optimistic. Never
Though

simplistic, I find his words to be

lose that sense of hope.’

compelling and extremely relevant
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Let me say again, congratulations and

welcome to the University of Tokyo.
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challenges as knowledge and truth
are almost always acquired in a
painstaking way, but, to quote my
supervisor, Prof. Martsuda, “we
should strive to enjoy it and, more
importantly, enjoy the very process
of ‘striving itself.” We have come
so far, relentlessly endeavoring to
explore our potentials and ultimately
make meaningful contributions to
our society, and at this juncture, I
would like to say, “leta new phase of
our momentous journey begin today
at UTokyo” . Thank you!
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HhLr LY~
TAY v Xsh

to our current situation, and I hope
they will resonate with you as much

as they did with me.

Although we are living in uncertain
times, we can trust that we will make
the most of our circumstances and
all that this University has to offer,
as well as what we can offer to it
Earning our place here was just the
beginning, and I hope you can all
join me in my excitement to embark
on this adventure and grow together

in the future.

Thank you.
KR BEHBL
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