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The University of Tokyo Study Abroad/Student Exchange Program Report Form
Date: _10/26/2015

Faculty/Graduate School: Interdisciplinary Information Studies / GSII ~ Year: M2
Program Attended: UT-Peking University Summer Exchange

Organizing Overseas Institution/University: Peking University

Occupation after graduation (intended): 1. Research

1. Research 2. Specialist (Medical * Judiciary * Accountant) 3. Civil Service
4. NPO 5. Private sector (Type of industry: ) 6. Entrepreneurship
7. Others ( )

Outline of the receiving institution overseas
Peking University in Beijing, a top—class research university with strengths in the arts as well as
sciences.

Reason why you decided to participate

I had great interest in how cultural exchange and business exchange intersect, and I especially
wanted to see how the “Japan” way of doing things for particular companies transformed to fit the
needs of the Chinese market.

Preparation for the program
(1) Application process (please give any advice on dealing with the application process)

I had to submit an application and essay outlining my reasons for participating. I answered frankly
and had no problems with this.

(2) Visa application (type of visa, where to apply, processing time, any advice on visa application)

As a citizen of the US, I was required to apply for a particular visa to enter China. Fortunately, the
IHS office handled the details through a travel agency. All I needed to do was provide a copy of my
passport and sign a few forms.

(3) Medical check-ups (health check-ups before departure, inoculations, etc.)

I had the standard university medical checkup. I don’t think any other special preparations were
necessary.

(4) Insurance (information about insurance for travel/studying abroad purchased)

There was a standard insurance plan required for students entering the program. We also needed
to register for OSSMA, a security service for studying abroad. I had to be careful and watch over my
mailbox for important registration forms for the insurance.

(5) Procedures required by your Faculty/Graduate School (any information about course
registration, credits, exams, submission of dissertations etc)

There were no transfer credits from Peking University. All I needed to do was to register for the
appropriate courses on UT-Mate.

(6) Language preparation (language level (English, etc.), lessons etc.)

I had absolutely no abilities in Chinese and prepared myself with only a few short phrases. English
was important as it was the lingua franca for the program, but my intermediate Japanese skill was
useful for keeping up with my fellow UT students.

(7) Items which should be taken with you from Japan and any other advice on things which should
be done before leaving Japan.Researching on accessing the internet and how to obtain a mobile
Wi-Fi spot and the like. Being connected to the internet was very important for completing our
assignments and conducting research.




Information on the academic/research program
(1) Outline of the program (Style of the lessons/preparation study/review study, thing which left an
impression on you, etc.)

We were looking at how Japanese companies dealt with the issues surrounding conducting business
in China. For that, we ended up taking copious notes at various presentations by company
representatives.

(2) Advice on aspects of academic/research work

Part of our research responsibilities included group work, a portion of which were surveys our
group decided to conduct. There were two things I wish I knew before conducting the surveys. The
first was where and when to find people to answer them. The second was a clear idea of the survey
questions. Our survey was originally about sake consumption, so we decided to ask people at bars
or clubs, but it turned out that many of these establishments did not allow us to survey. It would
have been a good idea to check whether surveying was OK or not beforehand.

(3) Problems experienced with language issues, advice concerning language, etc.
To tour around the city, it’s much nicer to do so with a native Chinese speaker. If that’s difficult,

make sure to bring some sort of kanji dictionary. Navigating on the subway was nearly impossible
for me without help, and I wish I prepared for it beforehand.

Aspects of life
(1) Accommodation (Type (home-stay, room-sharing etc.), cost, atmosphere/appearance of
accommodation, how you found it, etc.)

We stayed at a standard hotel with two people to a room. It was as advertised, a bed and a
bathroom. I was lucky and had a good roommate. The service was also good, and they replaced our
towels and cleaned our beds daily.

(2) Living environment (such as climate, environment around the institution, transport facilities,
food, managing your money (overseas money transfer, credit cards))

The living environment was fine, and the sky was very clear for most of the time we were there
(there was some sort of parade necessitating restrictions on cars on roads). The subways were
inexpensive and reasonably efficient, though as I mentioned before a bit difficult to navigate. I
never used my credit cards there and only exchanged cash at the airport and a bank. Exchanging
currency at a bank was actually somewhat difficult, and it seemed for a moment that they would
not have allowed it. I would recommend someone with good Chinese speaking skills to accompany
you.

(3) Aspects of risk and safety management (safety of local region, condition of medical facilities, any
action taken in maintaining your mental and physical health, etc.)

Well, I ended up getting very sick the last 2-3 days of the program. I'm not sure what exactly was
the cause, but I wasn’t very careful in choosing places to eat and washing my hands. I wish I did so.
Otherwise, the neighborhood around Peking University felt very safe at all times of the day.

(4) Details of expenses (breakdown of costs, such as airfare, program fees, cost of required books,
rent, food, travel cost, money spent on entertainment)

I don’t remember exactly how it was spent, but the main costs once in China were just the hotel
room and meals. We also had to pay for tickets to the Great Wall.

(5) Financial aid (if you were receiving financial aid/scholarships, please give the name of the
source of the aid, amount, and how you found it, etc.)

The IHS program provided a lump sum ( a bit over 100000 yen, I think), payment as well as plane
tickets. I heard about the program through looking over the UT course catalog.




(6) Activities other than academic/research work (sports, cultural, volunteer/internship, weekend
activities, etc.

We got to visit the Great Wall as part of the program as well as some fun shopping districts as
individuals.

Environment of the receiving institution
(1) Support facilities for students taking part in the program (such as language, academic, living
support mechanism and counseling services)

The Peking University students as well as representative professors and administrative staff were
very helpful. There was also a U-Tokyo office at the university that was an important place for us to
plan our research.

(2) Facilities (libraries, sports facilities, cafeteria, IT equipment and facilities, etc.)

Our program was very short, so we basically only used the cafeterias there. The food was very good.

Looking back over the program
(1) The significance of the program and how you have developed by taking part in it, any other
impression from having studied abroad

I was very happy to learn about China, the lives of Peking University students, as well as
how Japanese companies operate. It has made me more interested in the Chinese language,
and I bought a beginner—level textbook to improve my Chinese skills at a bookstore near the
Peking University.

(2) Your plans having studied abroad

I want to take more business courses as well as courses about China. I have begun this process with
a course dealing with Chinese family law as well as other topics in East Asian law.

(3) Any messages or advice for future participants

Apply for studying abroad or academic exchanges! It’s very fun and definitely worth the effort,
especially if you haven’t had a chance to visit the country before.

Miscellaneous
(1) Websites or publications which were useful while preparing for or during your time overseas

Amszon.co.jp to buy a mobile Wi-Fi. Baidu maps for street views.

(2) Please submit any photographs which may be used on the University of Tokyo websites or
publications.




Report: UTokyo-Peking University Joint Summer Program 2015
September 14, 2015

Time and Date: August 28 (Fri.) to September 6 (Sun.), 2015

Venue: Beijing, China

I felt strangely calm upon entering the soaring atrium of Beijing Capital Airport, even though I am usually
nervous when faced with the unknown. Perhaps it was the air of indifference from the customs staff, or the fact that my
immigration procedure consisted of wordlessly shuffling papers and making the slightest of nods to pass through.
Perhaps it was the branding plastered everywhere — advertisements for everything from Cartier to KFC — that reassured
me that this place might not be so unfamiliar after all. In fact, the entire building filled me with confidence, a desire to
stroll out the front doors and just wander, seeing where the roads would go. But that was not to be: I was here for a

purpose, bound by a schedule, and needed to find our group’s meeting point.

The course overview stated that we were to explore the difficulties that Japanese companies encountered
when entering China and how they attempted to overcome such challenges. Through activities guided by
representatives of a selection of such companies, we had the fortune of being able to compare these experiences across
industries. With Kewpie Beijing, we saw just how important quality control and standardized processes were to
producing safe and delicious food. Through 7-11, we discovered Chinese consumers’ preferences for localized foods as
well as what sorts of employee management strategies were useful. At Asakura, the difficulties of expanding in the
underdeveloped luxury salon market, as well as catering to different price tiers and Chinese tastes in makeup and
hairdressing, became very apparent. At the Japanese Embassy, we were able to hear from people in the government and
from industry cooperatives on how agreements and policies are forged. Beijing LOGRAS was the most personal of the

presentations, letting us see through the eyes of an entrepreneur how the market for corporate websites grew.

As part of our class work, we were tasked with coming up with a presentation on some aspect related to
what we learned while visiting Japanese companies. Our group decided to find a niche product that had not caught on in
China. It turned out that one member had ample personal experience with the production of sake in Japan, and we set
out to see if there was a possibility, however remote, of expanding the market for Japanese sake in China. While a series
of companies (such as Takara Shuzo) had already set up shop in China, we felt that there were a few things that might
help increase sales and supported this with surveys we took of Chinese opinions. Fieldwork at points of sale was also
conducted. As a result, we decided on increasing the packaging quality of sake (as a portion of the rice-based liquors
sold in China are in fact given as gifts) as well as creating flavors that would better fit palates in cities like Shanghai,
whose residents seem to prefer drinks with lower alcohol content. Also, we thought it would be a good idea to create an
association dealing with sake-related distribution and advertising. Such an association could conduct quality assurance

checks, make sure the sake is being refrigerated properly, and coordinate cooperative efforts among sake makers in



Japan.

Of course, just as important as these guided activities and projects was the chance to make friends with and
learn from the students at Peking University, known colloquially as Beida. I got along especially well with a student
around my age who also studies international politics, and I enjoyed hearing his perspective on China’s relationship
with Japan. From spending time with him, I learned life as a Beida student was a little different from my preconceived
perceptions. First, rather than just an austere series of academic buildings, the campus was varied and lively, peppered
with small grocery stores and assorted shops. Second, it was surprising that undergraduate students slept four to a
dormitory room and many graduate students slept two to a room, a state of affairs that might have been a cause of what
I perceived as a certain frankness in relationships there. Most surprising of all was the willingness of many people to
approach strangers. In fact, I probably had more people in Beijing come up to me and speak in that short period than I

had during my entire time at Todai.

Finally came our exploration of Beijing and its surrounding area. We were fortunate to be able to visit the
Great Wall as well as tour the beautiful Beidai campus as part of the program. We were also happy to have some free
time for ourselves to visit trendy places like Houhai Lake and Wudaokou, especially as we could see what young people
did for fun. The cuisine was also incredible, and of course worlds apart from the “Chinese” food I ate in the US. Even

though I was maybe a bit too risky with trying out street food, I’'m glad to have done so.

All in all, T am very grateful to the people at the IHS program, especially Professor Sonoda and Professor
Uda, for making this trip possible. The same goes for the great hospitality from those at Beidai. Hopefully one day I

will have the chance to learn from people in other countries as well.



