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The University of Tokyo Study Abroad/Student Exchange Program Report Form
(Very-Short-Term Study Abroad Program)
Date: _09/11/2013

Faculty/Graduate School: ##& % PEAK Year: 2013

Program Attended: NTU Summer+Programs-Summer Intensive Program for Chinese Language & Culture
(Session Il).

Organizing Overseas Institution/University: National Taiwan University

Occupation after graduation (intended):

1. Research 2. Specialist (Medical * Judiciary * Accountant) 3. Civil Service
4. NPO 5. Private sector (Type of industry: ) 6. Entrepreneurship
7. Others ( )

Outline of the receiving institution overseas

NTU's summer+ "Plus One" program combines NTU Chinese Language program with
thought-provoking Exploring Taiwan academic courses taught by experienced university
professors. This combination is especially designed for international students who wish to master
Chinese language while also gaining a deeper understanding of Taiwan's geography, society, and
culture heritages. Exploring Taiwan courses are taught in English.

Reason why you decided to participate

Mainly to learn Chinese, and consequently expand my career options. Also, programs such as these
are a fantastic opportunity to network with participants from other countries and get to know them
well.

Preparation for the program

(1) Application process (please give any advice on dealing with the application process)
Fill out the form provided by the school, write a short essay, print your grade sheet from the
machine at the entrance of the admin building and submit it.

Took about a week to get everything in order.

A few weeks after the first submission, you will receive and email telling you if you were
nominated. If selected, the organisers at NTU will contact you in a few days and request further
details from you, for example your passport photograph and your address. but you do not need
to re-apply.

(2) Visa application (type of visa, where to apply, processing time, any advice on visa application)
This course only lasts for a month. No visas are needed.

(3) Medical check-ups (health check-ups before departure, inoculations, etc.)
None.

(4) Insurance (information about insurance for travel/studying abroad purchased)
Proof of purchase of Travel/Student insurance to be emailed to the Todai international exchange
office. Expect to receive an email from them requesting this as well as some other details.

(5) Procedures required by your Faculty/Graduate School (any information about course
registration, credits, exams, submission of dissertations etc)

Sign a form saying that credits from this program are non-transferrable and cannot be used to

graduate.

(6) Language preparation (language level (English, etc.), lessons etc.)
It would help for the Japanese students to know some English, if not, you can’t really talk to the
English-speaking students on the course, which is quite a waste. No need to know Chinese for class.




(7) Items which should be taken with you from Japan and any other advice on things which should
be done before leaving Japan.
A dictionary. A strong umbrella for typhoon season?

Information on the academic/research program
(1) Please give list of the courses selected (if course selection was available)
* Mark courses which you were later processed to transfer credits to the University of Tokyo with

(@]

(2) Outline of the program (Style of the lessons/preparation study/review study, thing which left an
impression on you, etc.)

2 courses.

Daily intensive Chinese language course: 3 hours of class per day, but requires at least 4 additional

hours of studying daily. Preparation before each class is necessary.

Weekly Exploring Taiwan (culture) Course: Lecture once a week, with many field trips and cultural

activities to supplement lectures. A final essay (either English or Mandarin) to be submitted at the

end of the course. There is also a final group presentation to be done in English.

(3) Advice on aspects of academic/research work
Japanese students have the advantage of knowing kanji.

(3) Problems experienced with language issues, advice concerning language, etc.
Most locals don’t pronounce the ‘h’ in ‘chi’ and ‘shi’ (they say ‘ci’, ‘si), try to avoid picking that
habit up.

Aspects of life
(1) Accommodation (Type (home-stay, room-sharing etc.), cost, atmosphere/appearance of
accommodation, how you found it, etc.)

All provided

(2) Living environment (such as climate, environment around the institution, transport facilities,
food, managing your money (overseas money transfer, credit cards))
Bring cash. Very few ATMs and shops that accept credit cards.

(3) Aspects of risk and safety management (safety of local region, condition of medical facilities, any
action taken in maintaining your mental and physical health, etc.)
Traffic can be a little dangerous. Hospital nearby school.

(4) Details of expenses (breakdown of costs, such as airfare, program fees, cost of required books,
rent, food, travel cost, money spent on entertainment)

Books, Tuition and Lodging included in fee. About 1800 USD

Need to pay for airfare. 2 way about 500 USD ANA

Food about 10 USD per day.

(4) Financial aid (f you were receiving financial aid/scholarships, please give the name of the
source of the aid, amount, and how you found it, etc.)
On MEXT scholarship.

(6) Activities other than academic/research work (sports, cultural, volunteer/internship, weekend
activities, etc.
Cultural field trips and activities included, very interesting!

Environment of the receiving institution

(1) Support facilities for students taking part in the program (such as language, academic, living
support mechanism and counseling services)

Library, study areas and ‘tutor station’ available.

(2) Facilities (libraries, sports facilities, cafeteria, IT equipment and facilities, etc.)

Gym membership available. Cafeteria affordable. Computers with internet and printer available in

classrooms.

Looking back over the program




(1) The significance of the program and how you have developed by taking part in it, any other
impression from having studied abroad

I am already studying abroad, but this was the first time I experienced first hand how knowing an
extra language could be so useful. I find the friendships and contacts made with students from
other Japanese Universities as well as a variety of countries to be the most valuable. It is great to
talk to people who grew up in different cultures, to hear about their lives and how they feel about
living in that certain environment. I also learnt a lot from my classmates who shared their
experiences ranging from their work experience in various industries to community projects they
are involved in.

(2) Your plans having studied abroad

I intend to make full use of my summer vacations to travel and experience more of the world. In
particular I hope to travel to Africa next year, perhaps to volunteer with some wildlife conservation
project.

(3) Any messages or advice for future participants

Challenge yourself and don't just stay around people who have similar cultural backgrounds to you.
It’s always nice to be the odd one out, you learn so much more. Just get that no one really
understands where you come from and you are always going to have to spend that extra time to
explain the context. It is up to you and your newfound friends to find a way to make it work out.

Miscellaneous
(1) Websites or publications which were useful while preparing for or during your time overseas

(2) Please submit any photographs which may be used on the University of Tokyo websites or
publications.
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