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The University of Tokyo Study Abroad/Student Exchange Program Report Form
Date: _09/10/2015

Faculty/Graduate School:##& = PEAK  Year:3 year
Program Attended: Yale Summer Session

Organizing Overseas Institution/University: Yale University
Occupation after graduation (intended):

1. Research 2. Specialist (Medical * Judiciary * Accountant) 3. Civil Service
4. NPO 5. Private sector (Type of industry: ) 6. Entrepreneurship
7. Others ( )

Outline of the receiving institution overseas

In Yale, I studied Finance and Theatre Study.

Reason why you decided to participate

Yale has been my dream school since kindergarten and they are famous for the theatre study as
well as behavioral finance.

Preparation for the program
(1) Application process (please give any advice on dealing with the application process)

None.
(2) Visa application (type of visa, where to apply, processing time, any advice on visa application)

It is important to bring every document for the interview. You have to bring SVISS when you enter
America
(3) Medical check-ups (health check-ups before departure, inoculations, etc.)

None.
(4) Insurance (information about insurance for travel/studying abroad purchased)

None.
(5) Procedures required by your Faculty/Graduate School (any information about course
registration, credits, exams, submission of dissertations etc)

The credits cannot be transferred to senior division for PEAK students.
(6) Language preparation (language level (English, etc.), lessons etc.)

For students who are going to Yale, it is important to check the classesv2 prior to going to America.
(7) Items which should be taken with you from Japan and any other advice on things which should

be done before leaving Japan.

None.

Information on the academic/research program
(1) Outline of the program (Style of the lessons/preparation study/review study, thing which left an
impression on you, etc.)

I took Finance and Theatre Study at Yale. I really admire how professors were very inspiring and
encouraging and how classes were closely related to current issues for instance, Chinese stock
market crisis. Also the class assessment was very flexible—in my case, professors requested us to
write an analysis on the stock market in substitution of mid-term exam.

(2) Advice on aspects of academic/research work

When you are picking classes for summer session, remember to do some research on your
professors. Some of them might not be Yale tenure professors. Also, it is crucial see student reviews
on those professors.

(3) Problems experienced with language issues, advice concerning language, etc.

None.




Aspects of life
(1) Accommodation (Type (home-stay, room-sharing etc.), cost, atmosphere/appearance of
accommodation, how you found it, etc.)

Accommodation in Yale was amazing. Although there is not air conditioner, because people are

assigned into different colleges, I got to meet new people and make friends. Also, I shared my room

with a Chinese student from PKU, which was quite unusual in comparison to other students.

(2) Living environment (such as climate, environment around the institution, transport facilities,
food, managing your money (overseas money transfer, credit cards))

It’s quite hot in Yale during August. Food was amazing; Yale dining hall provides all kinds of food
for different dietary requirements.

(3) Aspects of risk and safety management (safety of local region, condition of medical facilities, any
action taken in maintaining your mental and physical health, etc.)

It’s quite dangerous in the region such as robbery and murder.
(4) Details of expenses (breakdown of costs, such as airfare, program fees, cost of required books,
rent, food, travel cost, money spent on entertainment)

The cost of required books is very high.
(5) Financial aid (f you were receiving financial aid/scholarships, please give the name of the
source of the aid, amount, and how you found it, etc.)
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(6) Activities other than academic/research work (sports, cultural, volunteer/internship, weekend
activities, etc.

During weekend, the school subsidized us for Yankee Baseball game, phantom of the opera as well
as trips to New York.

Environment of the receiving institution
(1) Support facilities for students taking part in the program (such as language, academic, living
support mechanism and counseling services)

There were tutors for English Writing as well as YSS counselors that show us around the campus.
(2) Facilities (libraries, sports facilities, cafeteria, IT equipment and facilities, etc.)

Everything was quite big, especially the gym, which appears to be the world second largest gym.
The library has all kinds of book available for students and is open to the public for visiting.

Looking back over the program
(1) The significance of the program and how you have developed by taking part in it, any other
impression from having studied abroad

After participating the summer session in Yale University, I found my academic interests in
finance. The professor I had used to be the department dean and recently just retired. As mentioned
above, he offered us an opportunity to write an analysis on the recent crisis in Chinese Stock
Market and I took the challenge. After he read the paper, he suggested us to get the paper
published and gave us an A without any examinations. Although I was one of the few students who
were not majoring in finance, I didn't sense any disadvantages because the professors treated us
equally and asked questions that request critical thinking instead of memorization. There was also
more freedom in the class—a close relationship between professors and students was developed.
Perhaps because there was office hour in American universities, students were able to talk to
professors about to concern about the application for graduate schools and the life of professionals.
In my case, I visited the professor twice a week just to gain a deeper understanding of behavioral
finance, differences in American as well Chinese stock markets, finance institutions and graduate
schools in America. Furthermore, I challenged myself by taking theatre studies, which is an area
that I've never touched. Although the readings and assignments were quite intense, I gained a
better insight in the contemporary issues and controversies within the theatre and also the
movement of social concerns in the western countries, in particular related to racial issues and
sexuality.




All in all, to conclude my experience in Yale, although it is cliché, it was a life changing experience
because it has widen my world and ignited my passion in studying. Thanks to Yale, I got to see
different perspectives of college life and meet top students from all over the world. The intellectual
conversations and interactions led to the birth of great ideas that people have never thought of. It
made me believe in myself and gain more confidence. Perhaps, one day, I can change the world
somehow.

(2) Your plans having studied abroad

After studying in Yale Summer Session, I decided to apply for the exchange to Princeton University.
If T failed the application, I will apply for top graduate schools in America, namely Princeton
University, Harvard University, MIT, and Yale University for studying environmental finance.

(3) Any messages or advice for future participants
Please try to challenge yourself and step out of your comfort zones. There is nothing as impossible
as you've imagined—the only difficulty is to make changes.

Miscellaneous
(1) Websites or publications which were useful while preparing for or during your time overseas

Facebook Group
(2) Please submit any photographs which may be used on the University of Tokyo websites or
publications.

Yale Campus
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