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Contemporary Japan

Main Instructors:
Japan: James Raymo

Seminar Description:

“An important step towards understanding any country is to spend time there.”

This seminar, taught at University of Tokyo offers an opportunity to understand contemporary Japanese
society through lectures, readings, discussions, and field trips in both urban and rural Japan. In the six
weeks, we will cover six important topics in six modules. For each module, we will have a
combination of a lecture, a guest lecture, readings, student presentations, and class discussions.

An underlying philosophy for this seminar is that understanding contemporary Japanese society should
require one to take into account historical, cultural, political and economic context. We expect all
students to be open-minded and enjoy an intellectual, as well as a physical, investment in understanding
contemporary Japan.

Seminar Structure:
Classroom Seminar: lectures, guest lectures, student presentations, and in-class discussions.
9:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m., Monday-Wednesday (Tuesday-Thursday, Week 3)

Week 1 (June 9 - June 15)
Overview of contemporary Japan: post-WWII history, pressing social and economic policy issues
Guest Speaker: Jeff Kingston, Temple University (June 11)

Week 2 (June 16 - June 22)
Demography in Japan and East Asia: low fertility and aging, marriage and family, theoretical
frameworks, geographic mobility/rural depopulation)

Week 3 (June 23 - June 29)

Education and Employment: Japanese educational system, trends in higher education, inequality,
school to work transition, Japanese employment system, non-standard employment

Guest speaker: Prof. Takashi Yamamoto (Takushoku University, Princeton alum), The Japanese
Economy (June 25)

Week 4 (June 30 - July 6)
Inequality: gender inequality, minorities in Japan, immigrants and assimilation
Guest Speaker: Kikuko Nagayoshi (University of Tokyo), Immigrants and their integration in Japan

(July 1)

Week 5 (July 7 - July 13)

Politics and international relations: Japan’s political system, high-profile political issues, Japan-US
alliance, Japan in East Asia

Guest speaker: Prof. Phillip Lipscy (University of Toronto), Japanese Politics (July 7 or 8 - TBD)

Week 6 (July 14 - July 18)

Various topics and synthesis: Law, crime, media, pop culture, overview

Guest speakers: Prof. Takuma Kamada (Osaka University), Organized Crime in Japan (July 14)
Sarah Strugnell (Princeton University), Title TBD (July 15)




