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By engaging in on—site fieldwork in and around Venice, students are introduced to a wide range of topics and inter—
relationships often absent from closed—box classroom learning. The program’ s activities motivate cumulative
inquiry, instinctive exploration and open—discovery within the rich historical context of Venice - its people, lifestyle
and past/future issues of ongoing urban and ecological transformations.
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VE._italia*Veneto Experience program is a unique inter—disciplinary educational program with the city of

Venice as its classroom ad laboratory. The program’ s silent mentor is the Venetian architect and educator

Carlo Scarpa (1906-1978), who through his work has left for us clues and myriad opportunities to develop

critical thinking & inquiry in shaping the material and spiritual world affecting all of us. During the two—week
immersion of empirical and hands—on learning, students will explore the intersections of formal synthesis and
phenomenology; of time, place and people; and of inspired creativity and production. Students will collaborate on
various exercises and discussions, meet local designers and artisans, resulting in the documentation of their
experience and a final presentation. Participants each year have included students from a wide range of academic
majors and interests. International students are welcome.
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