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A b st rac t
This t a lk int rod uces t he new UTokyo College of Desig n, a
prog ram me planned t o st a rt  in 2027* and c reat ed t o
add ress soc ia l issues t hroug h a n expa nded
underst a nd ing of design . Rat her t ha n foc using solely on
prod uct s or aest het ics, t he Colfege win em brace a
beyond int erd isc ip linary a pproac h we ca l!
pa rad isc ip lic nry t hat connect s desig n w it h sc ience,

eng ineering , huma nit ies, business, a nd po licy. St udent s
w iH work on com plex socia l issues - such as c limat e
change, hea lt h, equit y, environment , a nd t ec hno logy,
t hroug h st ud io- based learning and co lla borat ive
resea rch. By int eg rat ing c rit ica l t h inking , c reat ivit y,
syst ems t hinking , a nd ha nds- on experiment at ion, t he
College a im s t o develop f ut ure c ha nge ma kers who ca n
sha pe more sust a inab le, eq uit a b le, inc lusive, a nd
resilient  f ut ures.
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Miles Penningt on is a professo r of Desig n Led
Innovat ion at  t he Un iversity of "Tokyo, where he is

t he Direct or of t he un ique int ernat iona l a nd
mult id isc ip lina ry DLX Desig n Lab . In Apr il 2025
he was a ppo int ed as Prospect ive Dea n of t he
UTokyo College of  Desig n. Previous t o t he
Universit y of Tokyo he was at t he Roya l Co llege of
Art  in London e nd was t he Head of Prog ra m me
of t he Innovat ion Design Eng ineering (IDE) jo int
Mast ers prog ra m me w it h Im peria l Co llege.
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